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+t PREFACE. 


churen, the one occupied by my charge being too 
small. Part of my time has been emploved in rais- 
ing funds tor this object, and Iam pledged to see 
this infant Church through its difficulties. 

The proceeds of this work, after paying the ex- 
penses of its publication, are to be appropriated to 
a benevolent object; and I trust it may meet with 
favor among the thousands of Christian friends with 
whom in lite L have had pleasant communion, and 
with whom L hope to spend a happy eternity in tne 
commmunings of a better world. 

J.B. Pinney. 

Cincinnati, Ohio, May, 1853. 
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under the eare of the venerable and talented Dr. Wither- 
spoon, President of that institution, After having passed 
through his collegiate course, he spent several 3 years in 
studying theology, and was occasionally employed as a 
teacher of languages. Being prepared, as fur as a theo- 
logical training could prepare him, for the work of the 
ministry, he was licensed, by the Presbytery, to preach 
the Gospel. 

At that time there were great and pressing calls for 
ministerial Iabor in the new settlements of the Carolinas 
and Georgia; and, obeying the command of his Master, to 
“eo into all the world, and preach the Gospel to every 
ereature,’’ he volunteered his services as a missionary to 
that then distant field. 


The country was in an unsettled state; the gloomy 


clouds of war hung bodingly over the American horizon ; 
and although our patriot fathers had cast off their allegi- 
ance to the British crown, had struck the decisive blow, 
and erected a broad, strong platform of national independ- 
ence, yet the days of trial and conflict had not passed. 
The Red Sea had been crossed, the Rubicon had been 
passed, and their enemies overthrown like the enemies of 
ancient Israel; yet, before they could gain entire and un- 
disputed possession of the fair inheritance they claimed, 
every foe had to be vanquished. 
The times in which men live develop a ce 

character, A missionary of that day, imbued with the 
heroic spirit of the times, would not be likely to stop to 
count the eost of a perilous enterprise where the advance- 


ment of the kingdom of his Lord was concerned, but, ; 
buckling on his armor, would courageously go forth at. © 


once to * cloriows war.’ There being no inissionary 

in any of the American Churéehes ut that day, on ies 
resourees the missionary could draw the needed supplies, 
young Finley bade adiew to home and friends, and, in the 
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Mr. John Bradley was taken prisoner, and died on 
board a prison-ship. My father and his congregatic 
were very odious to the Tory party, and they were 
watched and waylaid on every occasion; so that their 
lives were in jeopardy every hour. Even the sanctuary 
and the family altar atlorded no security, but were ruth- 
lessly invaded by these more than savage white men. 
One of the elders of my father’s Church, while engaged 
in solemn prayer around the domestic altar, was shot 
down in the midst of his family by one of his Tory neigh- 
bors. The Tory on passing was arrested by the voice of 
prayer, and stealthily slipping to the window, which, like 
Daniel's, was open, he took a cool and deliberate aim at 
the heart of the worshiper, and his spirit fled to join the 
worshipers above. On that same morning my father 
was shot at as he stepped out of the door, the ball pass- 
ing through the clothes on his breast. Those who killed 
Mr. Francis Bradley were followed, and three of them 
killed; the other making his escape. After the war, the 
fusitive being found by my uncle Price, was summarily 
punished. 

A Tory major, who lived in the neighborhood, on a cer- 
tain oecasion collected together at one house, by stratagem, 
all the wives of the Whigs, and hung them up by the neck 
ull almost dead. This species of torture was resorted 
to for the purpose of extorting from them the place of 
their husbands’ concealment. Their love and courage 
proved entirely too strong for this trial, and not in one 
single instance was the slightest disclosure made. They 
despised alike the Tory and his threats, Some time afier 
the war, this same valorous major returned to the same 
neighborhood where he had committed the dastardly act, 
and the sons of those mothers whem he had so shame- 
fully abused took him out one night to a swamp, and 
gave him twenty lashes on his back tor every woman he 
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During the eventful strugule of the Revolution, the fires 
of patviotism lowed as intensely in the hearts of the 
females as the males. Often have 1 listened, with inde- 
scribable emotions, to the patriotie songs sung Dy the me- 
jodions and sowl-inspiring voices of the patriot mothers 


and daughters of that day. ts 

One has said, let me write the songs of a try, and 
T care not who makes its laws. This pale chon 
meaning. No one ean tell the wonders achieved by the 
power of the patriotic songs of a country. It matters not 
how homely they are. If they breathe the spirit of the 
times, they touch the heart and rouse it to action. The 
“Hail Columbia’? of America, “Hail to the chief” of 
Seotland, “Britannia rules the wave’? of England, the 
“Marseilles Hymn’? of France, the “Erin go Bragh” of 
Trelind, have accomplished more in infusing patriotism 
and a military spirit into the aninds of bac ea than all 
other agencies combined. jot Se 

We well understand the power of holy sons ‘a TOUSING 
the dormant soul and raising the thoughts to heaven’ 
That inimitable poet Charles Wesley understood the power 
and influence of song, who, when asked by a dissolute 
company for a sone, and being allowed to sing one of his 
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Boone; and, taking with him two of his brothers and as 
many others of the neighbors as desired to accompany 
him, he started out on a tour of exploration. It was in 
the spring of 1784 that they entered upon this expedition ; 
and, after traversing the length and breadth of the land, 
they returned in the summer, with the most glowing ac- 
counts of this terrestrial paradise, this new Canaan, ‘ flow- 
ine with milk and honey.’ No sooner had this intelli- 
gence been reecived, than many families resolved to 
emigrate. My grandparents, being too old to encounter 
the perils and fatigues of the wilderness, were not inclined 
to go: whereupon my tather yielded to their wishes, aban- 
doned his purpose of going to Kentucky, and removed 
with his parents to Virginia, and settled between the north 
and south branches of the Potomac. Here my father had 
two congregations, to whom he ministered the word of 
life. 

Not satisfied with his location, and still yearning after 
Kentucky, in the course of two years he crossed the 
Mountains, and came to George’s creck, near to where 
the town of Geneva now stands. In this place he gath- 
ered a congregation, and preached with great success and 
popularity. 

At the time my father resided in the Redstone country 
there was a great excitement in the Presbyterian Church 
about Psalmody. The introduction of Watts’s hymns was 
considered a monstrous departure from the faith of the 
Church, and, in some instances, divided Churches and 
families. My father used them alternately, and thus 
brought on him and the Rey. Joseph Smith much perse- 
eution. But the work of the Lord revived, and his power 
was greatly manifested in the awakening of sinners. I 
recollect ata sacrament held in Mr. Griflin's barn, on the 
Sabbath day, that forty persons cried aloud for mercy, 
and many of them fell to the floor. This was considered 
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the greatest meeting ever known in the country for the 
noise; but many of them professed to obtain religion, 
Some time after this a sacramental meeting was held at 
Laure] Hill Meeting-house, in the vicinity of Uniontown, 
as now ealled. On Saturday afternoon, my father asked 
a Methodist minister to conclude the public services by an 
exhortation. This was much Jauded by some of the old 
folks, and inquiries were made as to who he was. One 
Mr. Cree, who knew him, said that he was a Methodist. 
Then said one of the ruling men, ‘Finley has shown his 
eloven foot’ The next morning Rey. Carey Allen was to 
preach, and he saw an advertisement stuck up on the 
stand, which he took down, and read, as follows: “1 do 
here by publish the bans of marriace between Robert WW 
hinley and the Methodist preacher. Any person having 
any lawful objection let him now declare it, or forever 
attr holt bis peace.” Mr. Allow instantly exchunmed, 
with a loud voree, “1 forbid the bans: and the reason is, 


’ 


they are too near akin.’ This made many leave the con- 
gresation; but the Lord continued to pour out his Spirit, 
and many protessed to tind peace in beleving. 

My rather labored in this field for two years; but he 
was not yet satistied; Kentucky was the land of promise; 
and, aeeordinely, in the tall of 1700, when Pomona was 
pouring her mehest treasures into the lap of the husband- 
nan, he, in company with several others, ewt loose from 
their OUTLINES at the mouth of Creorie’s creck, CoG 
erate to the rich eane-brakes of Kentucky. 1] shall never 
toreet the deeply-thriliine and interestiny seene which ov- 
curred at parting. Ministers and people were collected 
torether, cand atter an exhertation and the singin of a 
hivinn, they all tell upon their knees, and cemeaged im 
ardent supplication to God, that the emierants might 
bie Pi conliarwtane 1 wml the perils of the wilderness. I. thellt 


us thouyh we were taking leave of the world. After 
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mingling tovether cur tears and prayers, the boats were 


loosed. and we floated out into the waters of the beautiful 
Ghio. Tt was a hazardous undertaking: but such was 


the insatiable desire to inherit those rieh lands, and enjoy. 


the advantaces of the wide-spreading cane-brakes, that 
many were the adventurers; and although many lost their 
lives, and others all they possessed, vet it did not for a 
moment deter others from the perilous undertaking. The 
rush to California at the present time shows what is the 
exient of hardships men, with the bare possibility: of bet- 
tering their condition, will cheerfully undergo, 

The Indians, jealous of the white man, and fearful of 
losing their immense and profitable hunting-grounds, from 
the erent Ude of emigration which was constantly pouring 
inupon them, were wrought up to the highest pitch of 
fury, and determined to guard, as far as possible, both 
passes to it; namely, the Ohie river and the Old Crab 
Orehard road, or Boone’s old) trace, leading from the 
southern portion of Kentueky to North Carotina. They 
attacked all boats they had any probability of being able 
ta take, using all the strateey of which they were masters 
to decoy them to the shore, Many boats were taken and 
many lives were lost through the deceit and treachery of 
the Indians and white spies employed by them, © 

The day on whieh the emigrants started was pleasant, 
and all mature seemed to smile upon the pioneer band 
They bad made every preparation they deemed necessary 
to defend themselves from the attack of their wily foes, 
the boat whieh led the wey as a pilot was well manned 
and armed, on which sentinels, relieved by turns, kept 
wateh day and nicht. Then followed two other boats at 
aconvenient distanee. While flowting down the riverawe 
frequently saw Indians on the banks, watehing for an op- 
pertanity to make an attack, a she 
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landed at Limestone she took her mystic flight to a better 
world. ‘Chis was the first time | was privileged to see a 
Christian die. Her faith was strong in the God of her 
salvation; and while surrounded by her weeping friends, 
Whom she atlectionately addressed, and bidding them ali 
a dast farewell, she repeated the following si tac 


sweetly fell asleep in desus: » cone 
“Q, who can tell a Savior’s ey 4: ee dl 
Or speak of grace’s power, Seach 

4 Or benetits of the new birth, 


fn a departing hour? 
Come nigh, kind death; 
Unee lite’s thread; F 
T shall to Gnd ascends 
In joys I shall then with uit 1 dwell— 
Joys that shall never end.” ; 

The recollections of this kind water i in Israel are_ stil 
fresh in any memory. When a child she would frequently 
take me into her closet, and there, while engaged in her 
private devotions, ike Hannah of old, she would lay her 
hands on my head, and dedicate me to God. Her remains 
were commited to the dust in Maysvilic, and the Rev 
Carey Atien, of blessed memory, preached her fune 
sermon. ‘The impressions made on my veuthtul — 
the prayers and invocations of my sainted grandmot 
were never erased; and when the natural inelinntlons-O8 
my depraved heart would have led me into infidelity, her 
godly Jife and triumphant death would come to my reeol- 
leetion with irresistible power, and confirm me ou — 
trath of Christianity. 

In company with my father, and in his boat, Paes were 
two qissionaries—the Revs. Carey Allen and Robert 
Marshali—and aleo Mr. James Walsh and Mr. Richard. 
MNemar, both of whom afterward became ministers in 
the Presbyterian Chureh. As soon as my father conld 
make the necessary arrangements, he removed his family 
to the town of Washington, Mason county, Ky., and 
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to his presenee; and, not recognizing Kenton, he com 
menced abusing him in the most shameful and indignant — 
manner, eventually knocking him down. — He knew that 
the prisoner was from Kentucky, and the object of his 
crue] treatment was to frighten him into a dfsclusure of 
all he wished to know about the enemy. He inquired of 
him in relation to the number of men there were in Ken- 
tucky. ‘This the prisoner could not answer, but ran over 
the names and rank of such ofiicers as he could a 
Girty then asked : j 

© Do you know William Stewart?” 

“Perfertly weil,” schnge the PUPEOAT 5 #8 Tye dat tie Vo 
and intimate acquaintance,” a 

«Ah! what is vour name, Pe on 


ts a 

«Simon Butler;’? for that was the name a hie 
was previously known. ra 

As soon as Girty heard the name, he ikon 
agitated ; and springing from his seat, he threw Lis arms 
around Kenton’s neck, and embraced him with much 
emotion, ‘Then turning to the assembled warriers, who 
remained astonished speetators of this extraordinary scene, 
he addressed them ina short speech, which the deep ear 
estness of his tone, and the energy of his sesture, ren- 
dered eloquent. He informed them that the prisoner, 
whom they had just condemned to the stuke, was his an- 
cient comrade and bosom friend; that they bad traveled 
the same war-path, slept upen the same blanket, and 
dwelt in the same wiewam. Ile entrested tiem to have 
compassion on his feelings; to spare him the ageiy of 
witnessing the torture of an old friend, by the Lands of 
his adopted brothers; and wet to refuse so triiling a 
as the lite of a white man, to the earnest iitereessian of 
one who had proved, by three years’ faithful serviee, that 
he was sincerely mud zealously devoted to the op scxiegs 
the Indians. ates. 
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their eves, and considered as unworthy of ened, bf ~ 
Which of their own natural warriors had been more zeal 
ous than himself? From what expedition had he ever 
shrank?—what white man had ever seen his back? 
Whose tomahawk had been bloodicr than his? He would 
say no more. Tle asked it as a iirst and last favor, as an 
evidence that they approved of his zeal and fidelity, that 
the life of his bosom friend might be spared. Fresh 
speakers arose upon exch side, and the debate was earried 
on for an hour and a half with great heat and enersy. 

During the whole of this time, Kenton’s feelings moy 
readily be imagined. He could not undersiand a syllible 
of what was said. He saw that Girty spoke with decp 
earnestness, and that the eyes of the asscmbly were often 
turned upon himself with various expressions. He felt 
satistied that his friend was pleading for his life, and that 
he was violently opposed by a large part of the couneil. 
At length the war-club was produced, and the final vere 
taken, Kenton wacched its progress with thrilling emo- 
tion-—which yielded to the most rapturous delight, as he 
pereeived that those who struck the floor of the couneil- 
house, were decidediy inferior in number to those who 
passed it in silenee. Having thas succeeded in his beney- 
lent purpose, Girty lost no time in attending to the com. 
fort of his friend. Te led him into his own wiewam, and 
from his own store gave him a pair of moeceusins and Jeg- 
wins, a breeeh-eloth, a hat, a coat, a handkerchiet one ‘Wa 
neck, and another tor his head, 

In the eourse of a few weeks, and ater spassiogs atemiglh 
some further diffientties, in which the renegalo agam 
stood by him faithiully, Kenten was sent to Detroit, fren 
which place he effected his escape and retried to Kear 
tweky. Giriy remeined with the Indians, retaining | his 
old influence, and continuing bis old eareer; and four 
years after the occurrences last detuled, in 1762, we fav! 
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Spit in a remarkable inanner.  Mitny were aw " 
and among the number were several of the Gene 
atives. Twas not lone till their awakening was followed 
by conversion, ‘The old here was a witness to these 
scenes. He Jiel faced danger and death ine every for 
with an unqualed eye and an unfaltering courage, but 
the tears and sobs of penitence, and the oer 
turous Joy from 


“Souls renewed, 
And sins forgiven,” P 

proved too strony for the hardy veteran. His Dihisteiiend 
touched, and the tear was seen to kindle the eye and stare 
down the furrow of his manly cheek. Say not the man 
of courege can wot Weep. 
~ On Monday morning he asked my faihot to ik wiek 
him to the woods. To this he readily assented, and, as 
they were passing along in silence und the song of the 
worshipers bad died upon their ears, addressing my father, 
he said, «Mr. Finley, [em going to communicate to you 
some things which Po want von te promise me you will 
never divulye.” My father replied, “If it will not affeet 
any but ourselves, then | promitse to keep it forever.” By 
this time they were far from the encampment in the 
depths ef the forest. They were alone; no eye could see 
them, and no ear could hear them, but the eye and ear of 
the great Omnipresent. Sitting dewn on a lag; the Gen 
eral commenced to tell the story of his heart amd disclose 
iis wreichedness; what a great sinner he had been, and 
how merciful was God in preserving him amet all the ean- 
(iets and dunvers of the witterness. While he thus un- 
burdened his heart and told the anguish of his sin-wounded 
spirit, his lip quivered and the tears of pentience fell team 
his weeping eyes. They beth fell to the earth aud, page 
trate, eried aiowd to God tor anerey and salvation, The 
penitent Was pointed ta desus as the almighty Savior; and 
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would be an occasion for wrest depredations on the aut 
of the Indians, it passed without any hostile invacion, | 

Twill here give an account of the nanner of abate. 
tering justice in certain cases in those times. Almost all 
new countries become places of refuge for criminals who 
flee from justice. Many of this deseription had fled from 
the older states, and had taken up their abode in Ken- 
tucky. To provide against this, the Legislature of the 
state passed what was termed the vagrant act. Lt opera- 
ted on this wise. When any person was find without 
employment or any visible means of obtaining a livell- 
hood, he was taken up, and after having been advertised 
ten days, was soil to the lighes: bidder fora short tine, 
say two or three months. Ad] that was camed above the 
necessary costs was given to him at the end of service, 
A good-looking and well-dressed man was found in the 
town ef Washington who had no employment. He was 
taken up, and, on examination, found to be a gamlder, 
who was corrupting the morals of the youth. The magis- 
trate informed him, if he did not leave the place in a short 
time he would put the law in foree against him. This 
wWarving was entirely disregarded, and sceordingly the 
gentleman was taken up and sold to a blacksmith, who 
ehained Lim to the anvil-block and made him blow and 
strike all day, and at night he was pot im the evmnig 
prison. Thus he was obliged to do the honest thoagh 
hard work of blowing and striking Wil his term expired, 
wher he left for parts unknown, with a very bad opimios 
of the law. 

If such a law were put in force in our towns wnl cities, 
the innumerable hordes of gamblers and loafers that infost 
them would seon become as searce as innsletoes im mids 
winter. 

When the fall of the vear came, we fonad ourselves 
searee OF provisions jor the coming winter; yet we were 
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working, others acted as sentinels, About the middle of 
April the Indians paid a visit te our new home. They 
came in the night. while my father was engwed in family 
prayer, and rapped, with a wiping stick, three times on 
the door. ‘The dows barked most furiously, and the time 
for prayer having ended. the time of watching having 
come, every one ol us seized our enns, and hastened to 
ow posts. ‘The night was so dark, it was impossible for 
us to diseover any one. After some time all things he- 
eame quiet without, and some Jaid themselves down to 
sleep, while others kept wateh til weleome day dispelled 
vur fears. With vreat enution the deor was unbarred 
and opened, and, on examination, the tracks of three In- 
dims were found as they passed over the newly-cleared 
field. Belleving it was the purpose of the Indians to steai 
horses, and ours being in the woods, my father took his 
rifle and went to hunt them. As he proceeded cautiously 
on his way, he came to a ridge, on ascending which he 
perceived a smoke rising up from the other side, Stealth 
ily advancing, he saw the camp of the Indians, one of 
whom was sitting up, and the ether two were Leing down, 
He crep) beck slowly, and, taking another direction, lie 
soon fownd the horses, and returned home. As soon as 
he returned, he sent to the station te give the alarm, It 
was consilered best not to go out in quest of the Ludisns 
that night, but that all should keep on the look-out, and 
thus be prepared for them shonld they meke an attack, 
That night they took six horses, and started fer the Obie 
river, which was distant about seventy miles. Ceptuin 
Cassady immediately started in pursait, and on the see 
ond Jay overtook them: but, tearful af the consequences, 
they ‘oft the horses, and dled with such eelerity that they 
were not overtaken. 

During the summer they stole several horses oi Mailed 
a few persons, but made mo formidable attack on any 
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and was, of course, dressed like an Indian, in coming into 
the station, saw a young lad with his gun coming toward 
him. He ran behind a tree, and made a noise ike an In- 
dian, for the purpose of frightening the boy. The boy, 
on secing this, and supposing him to be a veritable In- 
dian, also took toa tree. When the spy looked out from 
his retreat, to see the boy run, the boy, who was on the 
watch, instantly fired, and the unfortunate spy fell dead 
on the spot. A similar occurrence came very near hap- 
pening with myseif. One of our neighbors, named Jack 
Williams, had been out to watch a deer-lick. Secing me 
coming on a cow-path, for the purpose of alarming me, 
he jumped behind a tree and gave an Indian whoop, sup- 
posing L would run. 1 drew up my un, and would have 
shot him if he had not cried out for quarters, in honest 
old Anglo Saxon. He was much alarmed, and was doubt. 
less satistied that it was enurely too hazardous iv repeat 
the tick. 

We all lived in constant danger, and exposed te death; 
and although there were spies constantly ranging between 
the settlements and the Ohio river, from Limestone to Big 
Sandy, yet the Indians would come in undiscovered, and 
kill our friends, and steal the horses. We hed to depend, 
for our daily living, on the hunters, and what we eould 
hill ourselves of the wild ame. This gave me an early 
love for the chase, which grew with my growth and 
strengthened with my streneth, til L hed almost, at the 
age of sixteen, become an Indian in my hebiis and feel. 
ings. The country was infested with wolves, cd they 
were remarkably daring and impudent. They would at- 
tack grown cattle, and kili colts and two-vears old cows, 
While hunting the cows ene morning in the woods, in 
rompany wiln 2 lad a litte older than myself, we heard a 
cow beilowing at a piteous rate: and, supposing ibwes Lie 
dians trying to decoy us, we crept up with the ead ef a 
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in the state; and ten or twelve vouns men were edu. 
eated here who afterward became Presbyterian preachers, 
Judes Trimble snd Mills here learned their first gram- 
mar Jesson. ‘This institution flourished for a number of 
years, The subject of education was of great importance 
in the early setdement of the eountry; but its importance 
increases in proportion to its growth and advancement. 
The mind of man on his entrance into our disordered 
world, is destitute of knowledge of every kind, but is ea- 
pable of vast acquirements and prodigious expansiort; 
and on this his happiness and usefulness depend. But it 
must be acquired by education; and whatever opens the 
door to facilitate this object, will be productive of the 
greatest good, both to the individual and the community 
at large. ‘The expansion of the mind makes the man, 
therefore, this gem of the vreatest value ought to be 
sought after with interest by the whole muss of mankind; 
and, instead of pursuing, with so much avility, the things 
which belong to the body, and are only eateulated to grat 
iy the animal passions and appetites, and alone to pro- 
mote that kind of happiness which is the lowest ef which 
man is capable, the whole world, and every man and 
woman in it, ourht to regard ihe imprevement of the 
wand as the most valuable aequisition within their grasp, 
both for here and hereaiter, lr was the purpose of God, 
in the very constitution of the human mind, that he should 
be wise: and that in this consists alone his trae ereatness 
and unending, consummate felicity. On this depends the 
happiness of sorial intercourse, the enjoyments of all civil 
anid religious privileges. the advancement in the arts and 
sciences, and the commerce of the world. Indeed, it raises 
man from the eonmon level of beast and brutish enjoy. 
ments, to the exalied dignity of a rational heimg. bs it 
not for a want of a proper conception of the great warth 
of the improverent of the mind, that it is so much neg- 
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poor, but wise, than to see hima rich fool, the butt ane 
ridieule of society. And let me ask the parents, what. 
kind of a aman do you think he would be, who would 
marry your dauchter, if a rich fool: or how mean must 
the man be, that would marry a fool for her riches? 
Make them intelligent, for men of intelligenee will seck 
such for their companions through life, 

The facilities tor edueation are now opening in almost 
every part of the country, and this invaluable fortune for 
your children can now be had on easy terms, Embrace 
it; do not curse your offspring with being the dupes and 
servants of their better-edueated fellow-citizens, An igno- 
rant man must always remain a Liliput in intellect, and 
a ‘Tom-Thumb-being in’ society, comparatively speak- 
ing. A few years since, when the subject: of instruetion 
was enjoined on cur people from the pulpit, the excuse 
then was, * We have no institution of our own: none eon- 
ventent.” Now we have gotten up several, and the hard 
tunes is now the wrand excuse; so there seems to be a 
lack of disposition, Refleet seberly on this mighty ques- 
tion, and decide on the side of duty, and not ot dollars: 
and eents; for i does appear to me, that i a poor man 
could be justified for thett on any principle whatever, it 
would be to steal to educate his children. 
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the atiacks of the Indians upon the frontier ee 
that all the force which could be raised was not sufligient 
to repel their invesions, 

It was found to be absolutely necessary to cig: the 
policy from that of a defensive to an offensive war. Ac- 
cordingly, General Washington raised an army for the 
purpose of carrying the war into the enemy’s country. 
The command of this army was given to General Harmar, 
‘The history of this ill-fated campaign TL shall not stop here 
to rclate; suffice it to say, that it only served to whet the 
appetite of the Indians and give them a keener relish for 
decds of revenge and cruelty. Soon after followed the 
defeat of St. Clair, which added fuel to the flames; and 
the Indians, flushed with success and full of hope of being 
able finally to drive the white man from their hunting- 
grounds, made the conflict desperate indeed. It was a 
day of gloom and darkness to the white population, and 
it seemed doubtful which would vain the mastery. Hun- 
dreds of the early settlers and their families were butch- 
ered by the Indians. Many who retired for the night 
were surprised and murdered, aml the glare of their burn- 
ing habitations, shooting up amid the darkness, told the 
surrounding settlements of the work of death. 

To prevent this state of things, and as the only way to 
be secure from the surprise of the savages, the choicest 
men of the country were selected as spies. Men of the 
ureatest Integrity, courage, and activity, and who were 
well skilled in all the modes of savage warfare, were 
chosen, aud among the number L will mention the names 
of Willam Bennet, Mercer Beason, Duncan M7’ Arthur, 
Nathaniel Beasley, and Samuel Davis. These men were 
dressed ike Indians. They were to guard the posses of 
the Ohio irom Maysville to Big Sandy. Wille some of 
these were passing up the river between these twe points 
others were coming down, so that it was admost impossible 
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gun, came running to the Jick, whereupon M’ Arthur 
sprang from his hiding-place and bounded away. As he 
ran they fired upon him, and one of the balls strikiny his 
powder-horn, drove the splinters into his side, Not seeing 
him fall, they started in hot pursuit. Being exceedinely 
flect-footed, he distanced them so far that they slackened 
their pace. Tle aimed his course for the river, and find- 
ing his faithful companion waiting for him they pushed 
out into the stream.  Seareely had they reached the mid- 
dle of the stream ere they were saluted with the yell of 
the savages on the bank. Fearing they might be fired 
upon, they redoubled their energy, and the swift canoe 
sped over the surface like a bird. They soon were out of | 
the gunshot of the enemy, and reached in safety the 
other shore. 

Asa further illustration of a backwoods life, I will Suis 
give the reader an account of some deeds of noble daring 
which occurred in Ohio: 

As carly as the year 1790 the block-house and stoek- 
ade above the mouth of the Tockhockiny river was a 
frontier post for the hardy pioneers of the North-western 
territory, There nature was in her undisturbed livery 
of dark and thick forests, interspersed with green and 
flowin prairies. Then the forest had not heard pee aie 
of the woodman’s ax, nor the plow of the husban: 
opened the bosom of the earth. Then the tinea eae 
ries waved their volden bloom to the God of nature; and 
among the most luxuriant of these were those which lay 
along the Hockhocking valley, and especially that portion 
of it on which the town of Lancaster now stands. This 
place, for its beauty, its richness of soil, and pieturesque 
scenery, was selected es a location for an Indian village. 
This athorded a suitable place for the eambols of the Ine 
dian sportsman, as well as a eentral spot for bacgan 32: 
the Indian warriors. 
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face of Mount Pleasant, were driven back ia the various 
indentations of the surrounding hills, producing reverbera- 
tions and echoes as if ten thousand fiends were gathered 
atauniversal levee. Such yells would have struck terror 
tu the hearts of those unaccustomed to Indian revelry. 
To our spies this was but martial musie—strains which 
waked their watchfulness, and newly strung their veteran 
courage. From their early youth they had been always 
on the frontier, and were well practiced in all the subulty, 
eraft, and cunning of Indian warfare, as well as the terve- 
ity and bloodthirsty nature of Uiese savege warriors. 
They were, therefore, not likely to be insnared by their 
cunning, nor without a desperate conflict to tall Victims to 
their scalping-hnives or tomahawks. On several oeva- 
sions, small parties left the prairie and ascended the mount 
from the eastern side. On these oveasions the spies would 
hide in the deep fissures of the rocks on the west, and 
again leave their hidine-places when their — and 
unwelcome visitors had disappeared. 

For food they depended on jerked venison, diva corn 
bread, with whieh their knapsacks were well stored. 
They dare not kindle a fire, and the report of one of their 
rifles would bring upon them the entire foree of the Indi- 
ans. For drink they depended on some rain-water which 
still stood in the hollows of some of the rocks; but in a 
short time this stere was exhausted, and M’Cleland and 
White must abandon their enterprise or tind a new supply. 
To accomplish this most hagzardeus enterprise, M’ Cleland, 
being the oldest. resolved to make the attempt: and with 
his trusty rifle in his hand and their two canteens strung 
veross his shoulders, he cautiously descended, by a cireni- 
tous route, to the prairie, skirting the bills on the north, 
and under covert of the hazel thickets he reached the 
river, and tarning a bold point of a hill, be found a bean- 
tilul spring within a few feet of the river, wow huown by 
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mount They nad seareely gone half way when they 
heard the alarm ery some quarter of a mile down the 
stream. Tt was supposed some party of Indians, retara- 
ing from hunting, struck the river just as the body, cot the 
sqnaw floated past. White and the girl succeeded. in 
reaching the mount, where M'Cleland had been no indif- 
ferent spectator to the sudden commotion among the Indi- 
ans. ‘Phe prairie parties of warriors were seen immedi- 
ately to suike off in every direction, and White and the 
girl had seareely arrived before a party of some twenty 
warriors had reached the eastern acelivity of the mount, 
and were cautiously and carefully keeping under cover. 
Soon the spics saw their swarthy foes as they glided trom 
wee to tree and rock to rock, ull their position was sur- 
rounded, exeept on the west perpendicular side, and all 
hope of escape was cut off In this perilous condition, 
nothing was left but to sell their lives as dear as possible, 
and this chey resolved to do, and advised the girl Wy eseape 
to the Indinns and tell them she had been taken prisoner. 
She said, Not death to me, in the presence of my own 
people, is a thousand times sweeter than captivity and 
slavery, Furnish me with a gun, and I will show you L 
ean fight as well as die. This place 1 leave hot Here | 
my bones shail lie bleaching with yours, and should cither 
af you escape you will carry the tidings ef my death to 
my few relations.’ Remonstranee proved fruitless. ‘The 
two spies quickly matured their plan of defense, and vig- 
orously coimenced the attack trom the front, where, from 
the very narrow backbone of the mount, the savages had 
toadvence in single file, and without any covert. Pagonn 
this neck the warriors availed Uhemselves of the rocks and 
trees in advancing, but in passing from one te the nthe 
they must be exposed for a short time, and a memset’ 
exposure of their swarthy forms was enough for the Wn- 
erring vitles of the spies. The Indians beimg entirely 


1 


| ie 
' = 

5 ww 
ko 


12, ow OY ee 
ere cai 


52 AUTTORIOGRAPHY or 


dark body fell and rolled down the steep into the valle> 
below. He had evidently reecived a death shot from some 
unknown hand. A hundred voices re-cehoed, from below, 
the terrible shout, It was evident that they had lost a 
favorite warrior as well as being disappointed, fur a ume, 
of the most important movement. A very few minutes 
proved that the advantage gained would be of short dura- 
tion; for already the spics caught a glimpse of a tall, 
swarthy warrior cauticusly advancing to the eovert so 
recently occupied by his fellow-companion. Now, too, 
the attack in front was renewed with increased fury, so as 
to require the incessant fire of both spies to prevent the 
Indians from gaining the eminence; and in a short time 
M’Cleland saw a warrior making preparations to leap to 
the fatal rock. ‘The leap was made, and the Indian turn- 
ing a somerset, his corpse rolled down the hill toward his 
former companion. Acain an unknown agent bad inter- 
posed in their behalf Chis second saeritice east dismay 
into the ranks of the assailants, and just as the sun was 
disappearing behind the western hills the foe withdrew for 
a short distance, to devise some new mode of attack. This 
respite came mos? seasonable to our spies, who had kept 
their ground and bravely maintained the unequal fight 
from nearly the middle of the day. 

Now for the first time was the virl missing; and the 
spies thoucht that through terror she had eseaped to her 
former captors, or that she had been killed daring the 
fight; but they were not long left to conjecture, The sir] 
was seen emerging from behind a rock and eotmine to em 
with a rifle in her hand. During the heat or the fight she 
saw a wartior fall who had advanced some distance hefore 
the rest, and while some of them changed their position 
she resolved at once, live or die, to possess herself ae Lis, 
gun and ammtinitien; and crouching down benesth 1 
underbrush, she crawled to the place and suceeede | | 
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steps. A miment afterward, the girl was secosted by a 
squaw, froma an opening in her whew: she repiiet in 
the Indian language, and, without stopping, still pressed 
forward, In a short time she stopped, and assured the 
spies that the villice was now cleared, and that they lod 
passed ihe vreatest danger. She knew that every leading 
pass was vuarded saiely by the Indians, and at onee pe. 
solved to adopt the bold adventure of passiag threwgh 
the center of the village, as the least hazardous, aol the 
sequel proved the correetness of her judgement. They 
now steered a course for the Ohio river, and. efter three 
days’ travel arrived sate at the bloek-house, ‘Their es- 
erpe and adventure prevenied the Indians from their eon- 
templated attack; and the rescued girl proved to be the 
sister of the intrephd Corneal Washburn, eelebrated in the 
history of Indiwm warfare, and as the renowned se 
Captain Simon Kenion’s bloody BNentuckians.* | 

Robert M’Cleland was afterward, in 1794, a spy im 
Wayne’s army; and few men were ever his equal in ae- 
tivity, courage, and enduring perseverance; mud, as we 
are viving specimens of the buekwoodsmen, we will ful- 
low M’Cleland in the history of his Hie, as it was known 
and narrated by others. Colonel Join M’Doneldl, in lite 
Shetehes of the West, and who wus also a spy in Wayne's 
army, and personally aequainted with M’Cleland, gives 
the following account of hinr: 

General Wayne, to seeure his army from thd possibile 
ity of being ambuseaded, employed a nimebor of de best 
woodsmen the frontier aflorded to act ae spies or rangers. 
Captain Ephraim Kibby, one of the first setiters of Gos 
lambia, abore Cincinnati, commanded the principsl pubt 
of the spies. A very eifective division of the nmgrie wana 

2 na iudeboed ta Licnetat Sanderson, of Liaucncter, for this amaceelied 
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¢ 


ae 
CF « 


- 


Ov AUTUBIOURAPHY oF - 


eral Wayne dispatched Captain Wells, M’Cleland, and 
Miller, with orders to bring into camp an Indian prisoner, 
in order that he might interrogate him as to the future 
intentions of the Indians. They proceeded with cautious 
steps through the Tndian country, crossed the St. Mary’s, 
and thence proceeded to the Auglaize river, without meet- 
ing any straggling Indian, In passing up the Auglaize 
they discovered a smoke, and, dismounting, tied their 
horses, and: proceeded cautiously to reconnoiter the ene- 
my. They found three Indians camped on a high, epen 
piece of ground, clear of brush or underwood. ‘They 
found it would be ditiewlt to approach within gunshot, 
without being discovered. At a proper distance from 
their camp, they saw the top of a tree which had been 
blown down, and full of leaves, Believing this would 
answer their purpose, and sereen them from observation, 
they returned, went round, and crept on their hands and 
Anees with the noiseless movement of the panther. The 
Indians were cngaeed roasting their venison, tubing and 
Jaughing, net dreaming that death was stealing a march 
upon them. Having arrived at the fallen tree, their mode 
of attack was soon settled. They determined to kill two 
ot the enemy, and take the third prisoner. M'Cletand, 
who was alimest as swill on foot as a deer, was to eatch 
the Indien, while to Miller and Wells was contided the 
duty of shooting the other two; one was te shoot the one 
on the right, and the other the one on the left; amd at 
the sharp eruck of their rifles, two fell; for their aim was 
atthe heart. Before the smoke af the powder had risen 
six feet, M’Cleland was running at full stretch, with tom- 
ahawh in hand, forthe Indian. The Indian bounded off 
atthe top of bis speed, down the river. Dut, eomtinuing 
in that direction, he discovered that M'Cleland would 
head him, and he turned his course. The river here diad 
a blah bank, about Wwenty feet high. When he came to 
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was released, and well mounted, and totem: one of 
Wells’s party. 

As soon as Captain Wells and company ek vested 
themselves and horses, they were anxious for another ad- 
venture with the red men. ‘Time without action becomes 
very irksome to such stirring spirits. Early in July they 
again left Greenville. Their company was now increased 
by the addition of Christopher Miller, Their orders were 
to bring in prisoners They pushed through the country. 
all mounted, dressed, and painted in the best Indian siyles 
Near the Auglaize, they met a single Indian, and called 
on him to surrender. This Indian, notwithstanding there 
were six to one, refused to obey: he leveled his rifle, and, 
as the whites approached, he tired, but missed his mark, 
and took tu his heels. The undergrowth of brush was so 
thick, that he gained on them. M'Cleland and Christo- — 
pher Miler dismounted, and M’Cleland soon overtook 
him. ‘The Indian, finding himself overtaken, turned, ana 
made a biow at M’Cleland with his rifle; and as M’Clel- 
and’s intention was not to kill, he kept him at bay, till 
Miller came up; then they closed in on him, and made 
him prisoner. They then returned to headquarters, at 
Fort Greenville, ‘Their prisoner was a powerful Potta- 
waiamie chief, whose prowess and couraze were seareely 
equaled. As Christopher Miller had acted his part on 
this oceasion to the satisfaction of his comrades, he had, 
es he merited, their entire confidence, 

As itis not the intention to narrate all the gets of ‘iets 
spies atiached to Wayne's army, alihoagh it would be a 
most interesting narrative to western readers, we have 
selected a few of the adventures performed by Captaia 
Wells and his intrepid companions, and especially of Rob- 
ert M’Cleland. History, in no age of the world, tur- 
ishes so many instances of repeated acts of bravery, as 
were performed by the frontier men, especially of wesierr 
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ball-room, among polished grandces, or into a ceremo- 
niows levee, to pass through unmeaning beeks, bows, and 
courtesies, The present was a scene of nature and yrati- 
tute. They all at onee entered into their leader's feel- 
ines. There never was a truly-brave man who could 
hold back his tear of sympathy at the joy, criet, or sor- 
row of his fellow-man. Lt is the timid coward who is 
crue) when he has the advantage. These hardy soldiers 
approved of the motives of their captain, threw dewn 
their 2uns and tomahawks, weat to the canoe, and shook 
hands with the trembling Indians in the most friendly 
manner, Captain Wells assured dis Indian friends they 
had nothing to fear from them, and advised them, as Gen- 
eral Wayne was coming with an overwhelming army, to 
make pesee, and his Indian father to tuhe his Sunily, ‘and 
get out of all danger, They then bid them farewell, and 
they denarted in haste. This act decs honor to the hearts 
ot these desperadoes in fight, and shows largely that 
real vratitude of heart which alone belongs to truly-brave 
men, 

Early in the month ‘of August, when the main arniy 
had arrived at the place where Fort Defianee was built, 
General Wayne wishing to know the intentions and situa- 
tion of the enemy, dispeiched Capinin Wells and his com: 
peny to bring in another prisoner. The army new lay 
within forty-five miles of the British fort at ihe mouth of 
the Maumee river, and they would not have to travel far 
til they would tind Indians. As the object wae to take 
a prisoner, i) was necessary for them to keep out of the 
way of large partes. They went cautiously down the 
Maumee til within two miles of the Brilish fort, where 
stood an Indian village. All being dressed and painted 
it Indians, they rode into the village as if they hid came 
from the fort, occasionally stopping and talking with the 
Indians in theirowo linguage Ne suspicion was wxcited, 
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horse’s neck he was shot. the ball passing under his shoul- 
der-blade and coming out at the top of his shoulder 
Captain Wells was shot through the arm on which he 
earried his rifle, and it fell, The rest of the party or their 
horses received no injury. res: 
There was in this territie encounter a display of conti 
denee and self-possession almost unparalleled. They had 
escaped in so muny desperate combats that they seemed 
to be entirely iusensible to danver. As they had no rivals 
in the army, they simed to outdo all their former exploits, 
To ride into an enemy's camp and enter intu conversit- 
tion with them, without betraying the least appearance of 
trepidation or confusion, shows how well their hearts were 
stecled. Their actions of real life even rival the fietions of 
the Grecian poet. Homer sends forth bis invincible hero, 
protected by the invulnerable panoply of Jupiter, to make 
a night attack upon the enemy.  Dinmede makes the ste- 
eesstul attack upon sleeping foes. Not so with our west- 
ern heroes. They boldly went into the midst of the 
enemy while their camp fires were burnise bright and 
they were on the watch, and epenty commenced the work 
ef death. After having performed this chivalrous aet, 
they rode at full speed to where their prisoners were ted, 
mounted them on horses. and set off for Port Defiance, 
Wells and M’Cleland were severely wounded, and to 
Fort Deiianee, a distance of uhirty-live miles, they liad te 
vide before they could rest or have the aid of a surgeon. 
One of the party was dispatched at fall speed for » guard 
and surgeon. As soon as the tidings of the wounds andl 
perilous con litien of the spies resehed the tor, without a 
moment's delay a dispatch of the swiflest draguens and 
surgeon were off to meet them, Soffice it te sayy ‘that 
they arrived asiely in camp, and the wounded recovered 
im a short lime; and as the buttle was fought and a tail 
ant victory won a tew dave after, these brave and daring 
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but of impetuous and, sometimes, ungovernable temper 
He was invited by Mr Hunt, the partmer of Jacob Astor, 
to join the party for the mouth of the Columbia river. 
This he did, about four hundred and fifty miles up the 
Missouri river, and for the special purpose of taking 
revenge ona party of Indians that had robbed him and 
his partner—Crooks—some time before. This robbery, 
by the Sioux, was instigated by Emanuel Lisa, the lead- 
ing partner and agent of the Missours Fur Company. 
This intelligence so roused the fiery temper of M’ Cleland, 
that he swore if he met with Lisa in the Indian country 
he would shoot him on the spot—a mode of redress per- 
jeetly in unison with the character of the man and the 
eode of honor prevalent beyond the frontier. 

L will close the history of this extraordinary man by 
giving one more specimen of his character. In returning, 
atier sufferinys almost indescribable, in passing across to 
the mouth of the Columbia river, lis fare was no better. 
In cornpany with Mr. Stewart and five others, they were 
robbed ot all their horses by the Bisekfeet Indians, in the 
fli of T6502, and had to eombar all the perils of the jour- 
ney on foot. On a certain occasion, to dvoid coming in 
contact with the pertidious savages, it was thought satest 
by all but M’Cleland, to cross some stupendous mountains 
than vo round. At this M’Cleland demurred; ond not- 
Withstanding the remonstranees of his comrades, he 
wrned a deaf ear and deft them, and teok lis own way, 
Some days ater, when they passed the tep of Une mount. 
ain, they saw M’Cieland at a distance im advance trawers- 
ing the plain, and whether he saw them or not he showed 
ne disposition to rejoin them. On the eleventh night after 
they parted, they met with signs of that wayward and 
solitary being, M’Cleiand, who wwe siill keeping ahead of 
them throwgh (hove solitary mountsina. He had en- 
camped, the might bevore. on a simall stresin, where they 
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were the pioneers of the vast west, and he is a xvod spee- 
imen of all the rest. It will take many volumes to record 
the daring deeds and the indescribable sufferings of those 
who penetrated the vast wilderness which now has risen 
to aamighty empire. Their dauntless and daring spirits 
have passed off unknown, unhonored, and unregarded; a 
new race has followed after, who are now reveling in all 
the luxuries of the richest and most fertile spot on the 
vlobe. 

An ancedote is told of one of those adventurous trap- 
pers, whe had been trapping and trading for some years 
in the mountain passes, and came with his furs to tse 
Louis. He sold all his peliry and buthio-robes, and had 
received three checks on the bank. He went into the 
bank to draw his money. His dress and appearance were 
those of a backwoods trapper, and the bank room being 
filled with the gentry, they looked upon his greasy buck- 
shin hunting-shirt and leveins as though they feared he 
would touch them and spoil or soil their deheate clothing ; 
and after looking all round the room and its inmates, he 
threw down his first cheek; this was cashed. He then 
threw down his second, and then his third. The ventle- 
men began by this time to look at one another, and the 
eishier said, Where are you trom, sir?” The trapper 
replied, ‘Just from the muon, sir.’ Tlow did you get 
down, sir?” Why, J just greased my lunting-shirt, sir, 
end slid down on a rainbow.” 

Here, gentle reader, permit me to record my testimony 
with others, and say to you and to generations unborn, 
that there never lived a nobler race of men on the green 
earth, than those pioneers of the ereat valley of the Mis- 
vissippi, from Finley and Boone down to General William 
Henry Harrison, who had ihe honor and glory of closing 
ihe long and bloody Drivish and Indian war, whieh had 
aa it than titty years; and ne man, of any taste 
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in the last war; his captain asked him, “John, ean you 
ride and carry a gun?” “I can try, sir.” Can you 
shoot, John?" 1 can ivy, sir’? Can you fight Indi- 
ans, Juin?” “1 ean try, sir,’ said the lad. At one 
time, when on a scouting party with his captain, they 
were chased by a body of Indians, and crossing a prairie 
one pressed them hard. The eaptain said, ‘John, ean 
you light off when we eet to those woods and shoot that 
Indian?’ He sprang from his horse, drew his rifle to his 
face, and fired; down fell the Indian. After they arrived 
at camp the captain called him up and said, ‘John, when 
Lenlisted you, L was afraid that you would not stand fire, 
but would run.’ John said, “I am not one of that breed, 
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of obtaining learning that the present generation have, 
yet they had this advaninge—they were sooner thrown 
upon the world, beeame aeqiuainted with men and things, 
and endrely dependent on their own resources for a living. 
A boy at the ave of sixtecu was counted aman in labor 
and hunting, and was ready to go to war; and now, one 
of that age hardly knows the road to mill or market. 
Their attire was in perfect keeping with their fare. 
The men’s apparel was mostly made of the deer’s skin. 
This, well dressed, was made into hunting-shirts, pania- 
loons, coats, waistcoats, legyins, and moeessins. The 
Women sumetimes wore petticoats made of this most com- 
mon and usetul article; and it supplied, almost univers- 
ally, the place of shoes and boots. Lf a man was blessed 
with a linsey hunting-shirt, and the ladies with linsey 
dresses, and the children with the same, it was counted 
of the first order, even if the linsey was made of the wool 
of Uie butielo, On some oceasions, the men eould pure 
chase a calico shirt; this was thought to be extra: for 
which they paid one dollar and fifty cents or two dollars 
in ekins or furs. And if a woman hl one eslico dress to 
vo abroad in, she was considered a tinely-dressed lady. 
Deer's hair or oak leaves was venerally put inte the moe- 
easing and worn in place ef stockings or socks. ‘The 
houschold furniture consisted of stools, and bedsteads: 
mide with forks driven into the ground and poles laid on 
these, with the bark of the trees, and on this beds made 
of oak leaves, or cattail stripped of and dried in the sun. 
They recked their children in a sugar trough or pack-sad- 
dle. The cooking wlensils consisted of a pot, Duich oven, 
skillet, frying pan, wooden trevs and trenchers, and boards 
raade amouth snd elesn. ‘The table was made of a bread 
siab. And with these fixtures, there never wae a heartier, 
jappier, taore hospilable or cheertul people, Their inter- 
esta Were one, and them depemlence on each other was, 
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casins are worn through. The next day is the infair: the 
same scenes ure again enected, when the newly-married 
pair single off to a cabin built for themselves, without 
uventy dollars’ worth of property to begin the world with, 
and live more happily than those who roll in wealth and 
fortune. = 

TL reewileet, when a boy, to heave seen a pair of those 
backwoods folks come te my father’s to eet married, 
The groom and bride had a bell on each of their horses? 
necks, and a horse-eollar made of corn-husks on exch 
horse, to pay the marriage fee. The groomsman had a 
bottle of whisky in bis hunting-shirt bosom. When they 
had centered the house, the groom asked if the parson was 
at home. My father replied that he was the parson. 
Then said the groom, ‘ May it please you, Mary M’ Lain 
and L have come to get married. Will you do it for us?” 
Yes.” rephed iny father. Well, then,” said the groom, 
“we are inja hurry.’ So the hnot was tied, and the 
groomsman pulled out his bottle ot whisky to treat the 
eompany. He then went out, and took the eolhers off 
the horses of the bride and growm, and brought them 
in as the marriage fee; and soon atter they started for 
home, in Indian fle, with the bells on their horses open, 
to heep the younger colts whieh had followed them 
together, 

The manner in which the eabins were built. | have de- 
senbed elsewhere, The chimneys were built on the insite 
of the house, by threwing on an extra log, three feet and 
a haf from the wall, on which te build the chimney; 
from this it was carried up with sficka aod elay, ty thé 
root of the house, and some two feet above it. The whole 
width of the house was occupied for a firephide, “and 
wood ten or iwelye feet long eouid be laid om} when 
barned in two in the middle, the ends could be pushed 
up, sous to keep a good fire threugh a long winter's 
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and considered by some as good. The flesh of the wolf 
and wild-eat was only used when deta seb nad he 
obtained. ee 

The buttale is of the kine species, with a fae | ul " 
its shoulders, generally of a dan color, with short, th 
horns. ‘The male buffalo is distinguished from thy feniate 
by having a short mane. ‘They go ustally in large droves 
or herds, feeding on cane in the winter. They frequent 
salt-licks ; and in going to and trom these pleces rar eet 
large roads. 

Butlaloes were abundant in ei: and were me 
the first setters as their most common food. ‘They have 
avery shagey or woolly skin. The wool was ofen -pun 
and woven into cloth by the wemen; and some imes it 
was mixed with raccoon fur and knit into storkings, which 
were very warm and serviceable, ‘Vhe fashionuubls elathes 
cut out of the finest Freneh and English browdelo ds. ond 
made in such a style as to provoke ihe iden that ihey 
were designed to invite instead of protee! ws trem the 
chilling blasts of winter, weuld bear no comparison win 
the warm and comfortable clothing which wis wern +t 
that day. . 

Afier the wool was taken off, the hide neil sinh - 
able purpose. Being eut into strips and twisted. it mate 
strong tugs, Which were used tor plowing. [Tt was alse 
made into plow-lines, bed-cords, ete. When dressed it 
was made into shoe-pachs, ora kind of half shoe and half 
macessip. The way of hurting the Imuffale wes os the 
following manner: A compeny was formed, well swpqind 
with dogs and guns, Being mounted. on horses, they 
started for the woods, When a herd was foundyemmof 
the company would creep up, softly and five itiso then 
midst; then the whole company would rush in wpow them 
with their dogs, which would throw them inte eowfaston, 
After all had discharged their pieces the dogs would attack 
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When they are fattened on beech-nuts, the oil of this ani 
mal is the most penetrating of any in the world. The 
bear seems to be an awkward, clumsy, inactive animal; 
but this is far from being the ease, as any one has reason 
to know who has been chased by them. They can climb 
the highest trees with great facility. When lean they can 
run with great rapidity and fight with tremendous fury, 
especially when wounded or fereaved of their cubs. 
They will become immensely fat on good mast, so much 
so thai it is sometimes difficult for them to move very 
quickly. When rendered thus unwieldy, they will, by a 
peculiar instinct, seek some cave in a rock or hollow tree, 
where they will hibernate; and about the latter part of 
March, waking from their winter's sleep, they will come 
fourth to greet the opening spring. 

Should they wake at any ume during the winter, they 
will not Jeave their place, but suck their fore-paws ull they 
fall asleep ayain. After dissection, the alimentary canal 
has been found to contain from one to two wallons of oil. 
This oil is pure and unmixed. Various conjectures have 
been given to xecount for the existence of this oil: but the 
most plausible is, that it is taken up by the absorbent ves- 
sels and thrown into the canal for the purpose of supply- 
ing the wants of nature in the absence of food. It they 
have young ones they will remain longer in and about 
their winter quarters. When they come out they seck tor 
some green vegetables, especially for the nettle-weed, 
which they take as a medicine for its purgative properties, 
She bears have from one to three cubs. At first they are 
quite smedl, not much larger than a kitten. They are 
destitute of hair, and blind ul about the tenth day. Of 
all the young animals LT have ever seen they are the most 
uncomely. Notwithstanding their ungainly appearance, 
the mother is tenderly attached to her cubs, and will pro 
tect them to the last. 
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frequently bruin has to run for a tree to save his lite. 
Once my comrulde in the woods heard a wonderful meso 
among a gang of hogs, and they came runnisg from all 
quarters, attracted by the grunting and squesting. He 
erept up softly to see what was the ese of all this eom- 
motion, and found that they had treed a benr, whe Tind 
stolen a pig from the gang. He shot at the bear and 
wounded him. Bruin, jietiing go all holds, fll ta the 
vround, whereupon a hot contest ensued. in whieh the 
swine were Viecorious, tearing their enemy to pieces with- 
out merey. They were also very troublesome incor eor= 
fields about rowsting-ear Gime—entering them in the wight 
and destroying the corn, They seme‘imies attsehed per 
sons and killed them. The hunter, or backwoodsrmian, for 
all backwoodsmen were huniers, made his simmer baeon 
outol bear-ment. He would take out the fat omd salt it 
if be had ealt—and then hane itup to smoke, Thefat was 
rendered into vil, which was gait dway in deer skins, aewly 
and cleanly dressed, fer the purpose This off served 
miainy valushle purpeses ta the hunter, supplying the piwee 
of butier and hog’s lard. Te could fry his venisan wand 
turkey init; aud if he had neither of these, i wae whrei- 
ishle sop for his corm-dodger: and when mixed with Mis 
jerk and parched corn, was regarded as one of the gréat- 
est delieacins of a hunter's larder, meweny 

The Gear is tunted with dogs: and 4 ee ore wall 
tramed. but few will escape. They are tevnarkably afraid 
of the doze: and as ther will altack them @o where sige 
than €t their Rind legs, which are very tender, ihey-tree 
5 BON 8% possible, a generaily temain tl) the beat 
cay come up and shoot thern. Sometimes, however: they 
wil let go and fall Diy or sixty feet without dainge theme 
selves the slightest injury. Often, when tat, they geie’a 
hole in # tree and must be serght for, A well-trained 
banter ean tell by the marks of the elaws in the bark of 
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“Tow do you and the bears make it??? His reply was 
“They can’t stand Kentucky play. Biting and gouging 
are too hard for them." . i, aa aie. 

The deer is the most beautiful wild animal that roams 
in American forests, ‘They change their color three times: 
a year, and every winter they east their horns. ‘The color 
they assume in the spring is red, in the fall it is blue, and 
in the winter itis gray. Their skins are the most valia- 
ble when in the red or blue. In the gray they are worth 
but litde. The meat of this animal is the sweetest and 
most easily digested of all animal food. Who does not 
hike venison? Besides, they are decidedly the cleanest of 
all animals, living entirely upon vegetables. No vegeta 
ble poison affects them, and they live all winter upon law 
rol. There is something exceedingly strange in, their canis 
mal ceonomy. They have no wall, and, therefore, do not- 
need this agent io digest their food. They herd :eore in 
the winter than in summer, The does have seldom more 
than two fuwns, whose skins are covered with white and 

cred spots. They are careful to keep from ther enemies, 
whieh are many, and among whiel: man is not the least. 
The tawns have ne seent by which they can be tracked by 
the wolf or the dow; and as the dam leaves them when 
Very young. this constitutes a great preservatives When 
they are hungry they bleat like a lamb, and the low wail 
failing upon the keen aud sensitive ear of the mother, she 
hastens te supply her voung with food, whieh. icace- ie 
complished she leaves them usin. m; 

About June they begin to fellow the doe, ial seit aay 
te run from their pursuers. The dam ds often deroved: 
and shot by the erafty bunter, whose fiwn-like bleating 
brings her immediately into his presence. The death- 
dealing ball paerces the mether’s heart, and the fawn is 
left to perish witheut ber ewe. In giving this sound of - 
distress, it often happens that other animals seeking prey 
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exception that the brain water was stronger, and worked 
till it beeame soft, when it was hune up and smoked with 
rotten hickory wood tor a short time, and was then ready 
for use. The ladies had but little time to devote to mak- 
ing clothes for the ventlemen, and but lite was required, 
as the fashions were then as simple as the material out of 
which the clothes were made. They generally cut out 
the garment with a butcher-knife and used an awl in the 
place of a needle, and the sinews of the deer instead of 
thread. With this article the moccasins are always mace 
when they are made neatly, though sometinies they were 
made with a whany cut from the skin. A hunting-shirt 
made of this article will wear a long time. The hunting- 
shirt is a very comfortable garment in cold weather, and 
when worn awhile and well saturated with deers tallow 
or bear’s oil, will turn the rain like a goose’s back; and for 
the brush and green-brier there is nothing so good. 

The deer is taken by what is called still-hunting. Great 
skill is necessary in being able te find cut and aeceommo- 
date one’s self to the habits of this animal. A) skillful 
hunter ean generally tell by the weather and the direction 
of the wind, where to ge to find deer. As they are very 
wetchful, it takes a noiseless step and a good Jook-out to 
steal a march upon them. As they often go to lieks, 
hunters make blinds near by in which they conceal them- 
selves, A great many are killed at night, being deeoyed 
by the light of a fire. For this purpose a fire is builtin 
the bow of a eanoe, which is left to float down the stream. 
The hunter can steer it directly toward them. The deer 
on the shore, beeoming fascinated by the Tight, will gaze 
upon it ill the canoe comes dircetly against them. ‘This 
is generally considered an unfair way of huntine, ~~ iv is 
not used by the regular hunter, 

The panther, though much dreaded, is a fearful eatin, 
and unless wounded will run at the first appearance of 


Shee 
rm iy ay SS 


ere 


yo 


I a, 


ree the 


a - = 


— ren ® =. = 
fa oe d et Ad voor 
oo 


J 2, 


~ 
ow 
of 


7 7 
Ee eo, 
a es has ; 
ae 
ieee 
rae 


Titties, aod aol tree aspeik ae eat Wher 
denlt surprised, hawemer i is dimerans, Pt js: + 


Fouts, Tain aa: yar ua thie hess cite wif Hin 
1 


we 


FHI 


NNiLicty Choate dé 4S awehienligeds: isiabepeies. agal- Gece 


Coat ate anak ai iii. . eae teen ames al st 


biaiie dt letping fremr a. free open ther aietim. 


Hae a Trey nec fe Aedm@ar-liek me perth; ood « 


Phases Hie fee. Wien silliemeaiee mgr, swe ky te 


preeisten they spring fram them idmeeplace ape 


Lack a therein, agl etepine ther long olan 
oe hue thie Tiety. Shey Ipoh dena (i) chee seri oo 


Wale Wee aati “toetaetne iad wetellal: tan heey el igs 


SAMOA the ore Aone! Shier, wiley wen) texte, joke 
PA nae Kel Keay Oe sacl -ihjet 
Tie svolt ise ia srcthaniar aed Bhivvaaty it 
| 


Tils. oe at the leasttuse. [le ps sctdiony seat ca ole 


tin Dut preivls ahewt sat bowls all mest. Tb 


prey on the svortht, i wenirkailils axial), aad ann! 


py t 

PA 
Vee 
Ray Vu 


atiiek unless te haw aise the adlwontaece. ia ps bors 


fools "Wim aval, dike al weeles aotinals fis 
Nimes, 1S TER ane, salwar TP met fer Pas 
mnatiaie State wa Atari, wall seat al ‘ 
ives hort tr Raid a! inaimetios chalowi, AV hie 
no Wipeiation wh aaekine Vhear quay, Clary 
fie most tepritio save Tidwasris: teow are (dts ont 
Dike Swoly waist Twila te make vere ches 


Tre omen ‘ioe situ a= amr Sak Tenis, ation 


ol ete want Pe arndeesdss comb tee thats 
CAN. Cau NE thee wee AEN fea, eo <TR mm 

‘Phe Lien Ie ane at, uel he ey Shed 
ail a ee Sala tay Lee Beh har a ar | 


omicmels sat te Yerckatianlapmedin acon 1% an 


j 


ete tape dra he lieastints <0) i i) Damn 


" ~ 
Nea 
‘ } ve 
Ne . ‘irs 
ie 

PES 
. 

elt 


94 AUTOBIOGRAPAY OF 


and it was universally current, always being considered a 
lawful tender. Four eoon-shins were considered a doiber, 
and such were vastly more valuable than an Owl Creek 
or Red Dog bank note, which often proved, to the pos- 
sessor, to be of no more value than arag. The coon is 
domesticated with little lubor, but he is quite mischievous 
as well as cunning and shy. Coons live on mast, and 
sometimes on flesh. They are great lovers of poultry, 
and understand well the art of robbing a hen-roost, They 
are fond alse, like the Frenchman, of frogs, which they 
catch with ereat dexterity, and which they prepare for 
their meals with all the niecty of an epicurean. They are 
fond also of eorn, and will enter the field and help them- 
selves bountifully. Many were the sports, in an early day, 
connected with coon-hunting. ‘They are a nocturnal ani- 
mal, and hence they are hunted in the night. Dogs, well 
trained to the business, wili find them and tree them, 
When this is accomplished, the next thing is to cut down 
the tree or send up some one te shake them oi Many 
are the anecdotes that are told of coon-hunters. A laugh- 
able ene is related of a clerical friend of mine during his 
younger days. Tle was out with a party one night eoon- 
hunting, and the dogs having treed an old coon, it was 
determined, by the party, that our friend should climb the 
tree and shake him off, so that the dogs might extch him. 
Accordingly he ascended, and stealing softly from branch 
to branch, in seareh ot the coon, he finaly espied hina 
snugly enseonsed on one of the topmost branches, a some. 
what interested spectator of the secne which was transact- 
ing below. Proeveding cautiously, he reaehed die limb 
below that on whieh was the coon. Raising himself ap 
for the purpose of reaching the limb which he intended to 
shake, the one on which die stood was heard to erack and 
began to give way. He was now thirty feet from the 
ground. Aware of his perilous conditien, he cried out to 
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as soon as you leave him he starts up and hastens to his 
den. His tail is entirely bare, and serves many good pur: 
poses to the animal. He is not casily shaken off a tree, 
like the coon, but clings to it with the greatest tenacity, 
winding his tail around the limb, and defying all efforts to 
shake him down, A’ hard-shell Baptist: preacher onee 
introdueed this animal into his discourse, to illustrate the 
doctrine of final perseverance. The female opossum has 
a kind of sack, in whieh she carries her youns. The 
flesh of this animal is like that of the youns pig: the oil 
ix abundant, and answers well to burn in lamps, or grease 
harness. The flesh of the opossum and new corn mush 
was considercd a most delicate dish among backwoods 
families. Their skins, when dressed, are as white as the 
skin of the eheuois, and make fine gloves for siaeaiianis 
ladies. 

A hunter’s life is one of constant excitement. care 
always on the look-out, and tilled with constant expecta: 
tion. His narratives always possess a thrilling interest, 
and are listened to with the ereatest attention. Lis wants 
are but few, and he is net disturbed with eankerine care 
about the future. TEs employment does not lead him to 
eovetousness, and he is always characterized by a gener- 
ous hospitality. Elis hut or cabin is always a sure asylum 
for the hungry and destitute. Who ever erossed its, 
threshold, and was turned away unfed and uneared tor? 
The poor and the stranger will feel much better in the 
Jos-cabin, partaking of its hospitaliies by a cheertul tire, 
than when surrounded by the eold eostesint of a nabeb's 
table. With these sons and danghters of neture will be 
found the genuine hospoouities of nature's noblemen. 

To will close this chapter with a few remarks on the 
dress of these days. The backwoodsmean usually wore a 
hunting-shirt and trowsers made of buekskin, and moe- 
easins of the same material iLis cap was made of eoon- 
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ina hard knot on the nape of the neek, or plaited ana 
contined on the top of the head; and their toilet was 
completed either with or without a coarse neckerehies. 
The dress on gala days of these who moved in the higher 
cireles of socicty also varied. Their shoes differed from 
those worn by ladies of the present day in this: they_ 
had high heels, Those heels were made of wood, beau- 
tifully tapered, neatly covered with leather, and varied in 
hight from one to two inches. The under clothing was 
contined by stays, tightly laced. The outer covering was 
composed of the richest brocade, or other silks and satins, 
and stomacher, neckerchief, gloves, rings, and ruffles in 
profusion. The hair was combed forward, and a cushion, 
suited to the form of the head, varying from three to six 
inches in hight, was placed upon the top of the head, 
over which the hair was neatly spread, and fastened be- 
hind with a comb and ribbons, by which a rich, towering 
plume of feathers was also fastened. A lady in full dress, 
entering a drawing-room, would appear to be as tall as a 
May-pole, if not as cadaverous as a death’s head. The 
bonnet was of enormous size, and usually measured from 
three to three and a half fect in cireumference, Hence, 
avainst the form of dressing here indicated, the rule in 
the Methodist Discipline was framed: “Give no. tickets 
to any who wear high heads, enormous bonnets, ruffles, 
or rings.’ The rule has become a dead letter among 
preachers and people. | 
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ds the summer of 1704 General Wayne crossed the 
saiohsins ish an army, for the purpose ef quelling the 
fia. Adter a sweecesfnl hatile, in which “Mad An 
dhoeve. as the Trdians termed him, heeame w terper te aly 
tie babes, he wae enabled te effect a Geaty with thon 
Crmavitie This eave ihe aunty tet aud quiet dun 
the heaawes of Imiian war, dnd beomght aboat a new era 
im Mc dsisters wf the wot. 
— Tinmigrstion poured into Kentweky the ca toed, and 
wostamuliitides engaged im lund speculation.  Wloedle tracts 
of eouitry were sold by these speculaars with or without 
tithe, and thowsands were stripped of their all. Dispes- 
_sessieat was cntried en te so great a length that many he 
came utterly dissatistied, having bought their farms two 
or three times over, and they began to look elsewhere tor 
& habitation. 
Ps echcenndit cgi territery was besinning t apen te 
western onterprise, and my tether and his 
resolved to seek a new home. Many of them deed part 
exory furthing they had for land: had eneountered ali the 
dangers of ain Indian warture in settling it, and hed sport 
the vigor at their strenath in clearing and bringing i wie 
Wer eulivations and just when they teand themselves be: 
sinning to Die comfortably, seme other elaimant wool! 
come and disposes: Tem of ther homies, Im wain dock 
they seck redress of these trem whom they parreloased > 
tor mere treqiuentiy than otherwise didit happen that he 
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was some land hirpie himself, Se odious did) those men 
become, who engexed in land speculation, that they were 
looked upon generally as a class of villains; and when- 
ever the poor faruer went to search fur them they were 
gone, and they had hopelessly to return, and in a penni- 
Jess condition seck a new home. 

In view of this state of things, my father addressed the 
following letter to General Massie, for a copy of which I 
am indebted to his son, N. Massie, Esq., of Chilicothe : 

“Bourpon County, Ky., / ecember 12, W704. 

“Sm,—After compliments to you, | take the liberty of 
addressing you for information. Lunderstand you have a 
large quantity of land on the Scioto and Paint creck for 
sale. L would be pleased to know its qualities, and what 
advantages two Jarge societies could have. A number 
have thought of purchasing fifteen or twenty miles square 
for the settement of two congrezetions, and have been 
informed chat you could supply us. Sir, T request the 
favor of vou, by Mr. Rogers, the bearer, to furnish me 
with the situation, quality, and the quantity yeu could 
sel], and what would be vour price per hundred acres, sud 
what your terms of payment, by taking such a aren 
of dand as would be sufficient tu setde two congregations 
or say three hundred families. But it is reobakicaiee 
present cirewumstinces of the country would require some 
tie to make a settlement in it with prudence. You will 
please det me know at what Gime this winter it would mest 
your convenience to eo with us and show us these lands, 
A number of us would love to see the advantages whieh 
the country will attord for sweh a settlement. Your ‘eae 


pulance will much oblige your humble servant, 9 9 -- 
*Roor. W. Frm 
“Me. Narasmen Masate, Beg.” ‘cm 


The next spring was fixed on by the parties sw obalesihe 
country and explore the bund. pi ae 
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and across the stream, many of them leaving their guns, 
Several were killed and wounded, One of the company— 
Mr. Robinson—was shot, and died in a few minutes. The 
Indians were Shawnecs, and would not go to the treaty. 
They had a prisoner with them, who, in the fight, made 
his eseape, and finaily succeeded in reaching his home. 
His name was Armstrong. As svon as the company could 
bury the dead and gather up the Lerses and plunder of 
the Indians, they directed their course to Manchester; but 
night overtook them on Scioto Brush creek, and as they 
expected to be followed by the Indians, they stepped and 
made the necessary preparations for defense. The next 
morning, an hour before daylight, the Indians made their 
appearance, and opened upon them a vivorous fire, which 
was promptly and vigorously returned. Those who would 
not fight took shelter from the balls of the enemy in a 
Jaree sink-hole in the bounds of the encampment. After 
a hot contest, which lasted an hour, the Indians were 
repulsed and fled. One of the party of the whites was 
wounded in the batde, but not mortally. As soon as 
preparations eould be made for departure they lett, and 
the next day reached Manchester, and thus ended the vx- 
pedition for that time. 

In the spring of 1796, about the last of April, another 
company met at Manchester for the purpose of proceeding 
to the Scioto Walley and raising a crop of corn, and mak- 
ing other preparations for removing in the fall or winter, 
and so make 2 permanent settlement. Some of this rom- 
pany proceeded by land, and others by water. Those 
who took the land route took their lorses well ladened, 
and those who went by water earried the farming uten- 
sils and the neeessary breadstufis., There was no read, 
noteven a path or 2 way blazed throagh the deep forest, 
In all the route there was ne inhabitant. All was a per- 
feet and continuous wilderness io Wheeling, Virginie 
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erensed with a rapidity unknown to ny country before ° 
so great, that, in a perio] of titty years, from a population 
of three thousand, Ohio has increased to two millions. 
The blazed road of the white man and the war-path cof 
the Indian have been cleared out and paved with stone, 
over which roll post-coaches at the rate of ten miles an 
hour; or have been laid with iron tracks, over which the 
Jocomotive with its numerous ears attached is propelled aut 
the rate of forty miles an hour. Beside this, canals, ex- 
tendine aeross the state, have united the waters of the 
Jakes of the north with the rivers of the south.  Splendit 
steamers, resembling floating palaces, whieh make the 
earth tremble with the thunder of their steam and. the 
roar of their machinery, covered with passenvers, and 
freighted with the commerce of the world, have taken the 
place of the exnoe, the broadhorn, and the keel-boat, as 
conehes, canal boats, and railread ears have taken the 
place of the pack-horse, the ox-eart, and the covered 
waren. Instead of the log-cabin with its rude forniture, 
we have stately palaces with the most elegant and costly 
furniture ; the tables of which groan with the luxuries of 
every clime. Instead of villages with trees, stumps, and 
hear-wallows in the streets, we have magnificent cities 
with streets extending for miles, all paved, and. brilliantly 
illuminated with was, the burners of which are almost ss 
numerous as the tire-ies which illuminated our meadows 
in olden tines. Instead of the tedions process of the 
mail department, by whieh it took a letter several weeks to 
reach the seat of government, now the lightning, which 
had been eaught by our Franklin, domestieated, and 
tamteht to speak by our Morse, will carry not only our 
words, bat onr very thoughts over plains, rivers, valleys, 
and mourtains—outs‘ripping the horses and chariots of 
fire—alimost insterly trem one extreme of the continent 
to the other, annihilating space, and distancing time itsell. 
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soul; and while all the senses were pervaded with an un- 
utterable delight, the solemn silliness seemed to say, (fod 
reiyns here. ‘The song of the lark and nightingsle, the 
melancholy wail of the dove or whistle of the whippowil, 
the low hum of the bee, the chirping of the grasshopper, 
the bark of the squirrel, the drumming of the pheasant, 
the bleat of the fawn, the growl of the bear, the hoot of 
the owl, the howl of the wolf, the seream of the panther, 
and the yell of the Indian, were all that broke the silence 
ip this deep and beautiful forest. 

Although [had parted with my Kentucky home and 
her favorite cane-brakes, my much-loved school-mates and 
playfellows, with great reluctance, yet when | was intro- 
duced to the delightful scenes in Ohiv, my tears were all 
dricd up, and the beautiful eane-brakes were cheerfully 
resigned for the rich and more beautitul meadows enam- 
eled with flowers of every hue. 1 shall never forget the 
first night I tock up my lodgings in the valley of Paint 
ereck. It was near the fails. A larze flock of wild geese, 
on their passage, had stopped for the night, and were 
sporung in the foaming waters just below the falls. They 
seemed to have met by coneert, to hold a soiree or Teast 
of rejoicing at the approach of spring. It was a calm and 
quiet day. The sun was throwing his last gentle rays 
ainone the branches of the towering elms which lined the 
banks of this beautiful stream, and the lieavens were 
tinged with his mellow beams, just as we arrived at our 
destination, and unloading our herses, we unstopped their 
bells. and turned them out to feed on the grass and wild 
rye of the bottom. Soon the shades of night vathered 
around us. With spunk and steel we soon sauck Up a 
cheerful fire, and taking the corn-bread and bacon from 
ear sacks, with the eool water of the rivulet which glided 
by us, we slaked our thirst and had a good repast. After 
talhing over the adventures of the day we rolled our- 
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very unfavorable to the peace and safety of the country 
Mr. Stoons, preparatory to opening a house of entertain- 
ment, called tovether his neighbors for the purpose of 
raisin his house a story hivher. In the evening an Tn- 
dian. of the Wyandott nation, somewhat intoxicated, came 
inte town and behaved himself very rudely at the raising. 
He was reprimanded by Mr. Thomas Thompson, who was 
avery athletic man. The Indian drew his knife, and, 
concesline the blade of it in his arm sleeve, waited his 
opportnnity to attack Thompson. A person who observed 
him advised him te leave for the eamp: for it Thompson 
should tind out that he had drawn his knife he would kill 
him. The Indian mounted his horse, but refused to leave. 
the place. Some one informed Thompsen of his danger, 
and he immediately seized a handspike, and, striking the 
Tndian on the head, felled him to the earth. That night 
the Indian died of his wounds and was carried to the In- 
dian encampment. As soon as the Indians learned the 
esuse of his death they immediately demanded Thoupson, 
that they might punish him aceording to their iw, which 
was life for lite; and informed the town that if he was net 
viven up they would fall on the place aed neurder, tn 
revenge, men, women, and children, whieh they eonldt 
casily have dene, as they were much more numerous thaw 
the whites, Some of the inhabitants were for complying, 
but the majority were opposed to it, After seme consid- 
erable consultation it was agreed to try another metheed, 
which was to buy the life of the murderer by making 
presents to the rebivions ef the murdered, and promising 
to punish the murderer according to our law. Tis plan 
succeeded, and Thompsen was placed woder gavrd of four 
men, there being no jail there atthat time. Afier some 
two months he wae permitted to make bis escape, and one 
et the gnards went with him. The half-brother of the 
deceased determining to avenge the death of his brother, 
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was promptly exceuted to the letter the next day after the 
sentence. ‘This vigorous maintenance of the Jaw, on the 
part of the citizens, made the traders more cautious, and 
gave more safety and comfort to the inhabitants. 

I will give an instance of another somewhat novel pun- 
ishment adopted in those times. A certain man. stole 
some clothes from Mr. Crawford, and started out on the 
trace toward Zanesville. He was followed and overtaken 
with the clothes, which he had in his possession. A court 
was organized, and he had a fair trial by a jury of his 
own selection, who found him euilty, and sentenced him to 
ten lashes upon his bare back, or, if he preferred it, to 
mount a pack-saddle on his pony, and his wife—who was 
4 particeps criminis—was to tike it by the halter and lead 
it to every door in town, and ery aloud, ‘* This is Bran- 
non, who stole the big coat, handkerchief, and shirt.’ He 
chose the latter, which was executed fully. 

In the fall of 1796 my father set all his slaves free, 
He had been for years convinced that it was wrong to hold 
his fellow-men in bondage, and thus deprive them of their 
natural rights; and he was pardeulariy impressed wich 
the belief that there could be no civil regulation author- 
izing the possession of human beings as goods and chat- 
tels, that would justify a minister of the Gospel in living 
upon the sweat, and blood, and tears of his telow-beings, 
as dear to Christ as himself, bought with the same pres 
cious blood, and destined to the same eternity of exist- 
enee, Nor could he bear the idea, for a moment, of in- 
volving his children in the evils of slavery. Not, however, 
till the present period, of which Tam writing, had arrived, 
had he the opportunity of carrying out the doctrines of 
practical emaneipation. My grandfather having died and 
willed all his shaves to my mother and her children, mak- 
ing my father the sole executor of the estate, he immedi- 
ately went to Paris, Ry. and executed a deed of emanci- 
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had to inelose with a fence as much ground as he had 
plinted. The work of fencing fell tomy lot, Myself and 
another lad built a camp, in which we lodged at night and 
cooked owr provisions. We frequently killed turkeys and 
wild ducks, with which we supplied our Jarder, and with 
our johnny-cake, baked on a board betore the tire, — 
a good supply for a Vigorous appetite, 

After our corn was gathered and laid by, fie immi- 
grants came pouring into the country, From that time to 
the beginning of March To traveled over the trace trom 
Chilieothe to Manchester sixteen times. On one of these 
Visits my brother John accompanied me, tuther 
sent us by that route to Kentucky for sced-wheat. We 
took three horses with us, and after having procured the 
seed, we started back. On our homeward journey we 
found considerable difficulty in Joading our horses with 
the bays. We could take them off when we stopped tor 
the night, without any diffieuly, bat how to replace chem 
when we Wished to start in the morning, was not so cusy 
a matter, Necessity, however, which is the mother of 
inventions, taught us a way by which the diffienliy was 
obviated. It was this: when we wished to stop: we werd 
seek the largest Jags, and unload upéat them, dey whieh 
means we had jess difficulty in placing the bags em the 
backs of the horses. ‘Thus we tugged owe way through 
the wilderness, without seeiny the face ci @ huream beting 
tii we reached Paint creck. Tins wheat, 1 believe, was 
ithe fret sewn on the waters of the Reiowm. 

This year our horses ran away, and my father semt me 
in company woh an ladian, whom he hed exoployed tor 
that purpose, to go and hant them, We had not gone 
four miles from the setUement, before the Indian was bit- 
ten by a rattlesnake om the ankle, bewween his leggin and 
moctasio. Lt was one of thé large, yellow kind, full of 
poison, As soon as the Indian killed bie enemy, he took 
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his knite, went afew paces, and duy up a root, the stalk 
of which resembled very mueh the stalk of flax, about 
ine inches lone. The reet was vellow and very slender, 
heirte ne thitken than avai nemihe:  Thistrnet! he 
chewed and swallowed. He then put more in his mouth, 
ued iver chewin 


he became theath 


dose three times, with the same result, and then puLting 
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It, putt upon the wound. Soon after 
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sick, and vomited. He repeated the 


some dresh reet oon the bite, we traveled on. The place 
where he wes breren atter awhile beeane swollen, buat rt 
dik notexihawl dor, and saon, suhsithat: Was rawk iS Utes 
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niiat emidenes ta them. Vive mise wat Aneinng and 
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repeat whole books of the “Eneid of Virgil and the Niad 
of Homer. 1 could sean Latin or Greek verse with as 
much fluency as J can now sing a Methodist hymn; and 
Leould find the square root of a given number with as 
mach precision as in my youthful days 1 could drive a 
center with my rifle. And yet, strange to say, my Eng- 
lish education was neglected. The first grammar placed 
in my hands was a Latin grammar, and I have no recol- 
lection of having studied the English grammar while a 
youth. ‘Though I know it is said that the ancient lan- 
guages are more readily acquired in youth, and boys 
when very young are taught the languages, yet [ doubt 
the propriety of this early devotion to heathen classies at 
the expense of Christian English literature. I am = not 
sorry that I was educated in classical literature, but I am 
sorry that I was not first well grounded in my vernacular. 

In my father’s academy, it being the first institution of 
learning in which the elassies were taught in the western 
country, were miny students who came from a distance ; 
and amone the number were the Howes, Robinsons, and 
M'Nemar, Dunlevy, Welsh, Steele, and Thompson, ail of 
whom beeame Presbyterian preachers. Judges Trimble 
and Mills were edueated here, and several students who 
afterward beeame doctors of medicine. Here my brother 
John and myself studied the Greek and Latin languages, 
and mathematies, 

For the study of medicine I had, I confess, but little 
inclination. My heart was away in the woods, and an 
Indian, my dog and gun had more charms for me than 
anatemy, surgery, and physiology. IL think it perfect 
folly to give a bey any trade or profession for which Le 
has ne inclination. However, as | did not wish te diso- 
blige my parents, and did not wish to be a mere novice 
in any thing, | bent down to iny studies, with a full de- 
termination to understand the theory of medicine, thowsh 
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Larever inteteled two practice it. My oreereations were with 
the fn in the weeds, er the ie in kilune tish in the river, 
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Which abownded wath perch, buthalo, pike, eatefish, dud 
sUIreeon, Wwe .alh- the Sports of those days L considered 
niyself a tull hand. — T spent several months im the woods 
surveying Convress lands for Thomas Worthington, Esq., 
afterward covernor of the state, 

I finished my medieal studies im the fall of 1800, and 
was admitted to practice. In connection with my preeep- 
tor, P visited and preseribed for many sick, and have vanity 


enough to believe that, had To eontinned, [| would bawe 


mide a re pectihie phys tor Uwe tees. Ae 1 hedure 
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Orieher: with tim far the Dietrot niarket, “Wiens seep 
no reads, and we dred te teow Indian paths from ore vai 
laveto another. We teok the Indian path by Wesel to 
Pranklinton, on the west bank of the Setoro, whieh las 
long since been outrivaled by the cry of Columbus, and 
has cone into decay. Here we found several houses built 
by Dixon, Turner, Poose, Skidneore, and a few others, 
In Usps de ot the thes, which Wiaaike exemad iaely nue 
merous and treablescane to the eattle im the woods, we 
remiuned diere tl November. 

After Jeaving Pronkhnton we took the path te Dela 
ware, Where were the famous sulphur sprimes, whieh we 
reached the frstday. Pere, recht arownd these aneteant 
Springs, we were obipeed to siton our derses all night to 
provint the cattle freaa remmme backs Tle neost day we 
ree the Sahwoky plains. his wars vb. Poa dina, an 
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been i the viewers adh tvhdition toad) ties. we Tal prvi 
PS EN NE lent we lotrke eon bred. Whe weet <chenieul wal 


the rain, and at was with the utmost ditheuty we eould 


oo a als 


(116 AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF - 
2 


start a fire. My companions despaired and began to wish 
themselves at home. My motto being nil desperandum, 1 
rallied them, and persevering in hope against hope, at 
length the spark trom the smitten steel took effect, and 
none but those placed in the same situation could appreci- 
ate our joy, hindled by the light of a blazing fire. Here, 
on the waters of the Scioto, we passed a tolerably-com- 
fortable night. The next day we resumed our journey, 
and passed on through Upper Sandusky, Honey ercek, 
and Lower Sandusky, till we reached the rapids of the 
Maumee, where we found a large Indian village. The 
inhabitants of this town had just finished their great fall 
dance and a drunken frolic, and were making preparations 
to start to their hunting-grounds. Being hungry and halt) 
starved, they demanded of us a steer for the privilege of 
driving through their country. [told them no, they could 
not have it, as the cattle were for the soldiers at Detroit. 
At this one of the Indians raised his rifle to shoot a steer, 
but riding instantly between him and the animal, | told 
him if he shot | would send a force of soldiers after him 
from Detroit, and he should be taken there tu answer for 
his conduct. This had the desired etfeet, and we passed 
on unmolested. Continuing our journey, after a period 
of two weeks and five days, we arrived, with our drove, 
at the mouth of the river Rouge, five miles below Detroit, 
and in a few hours we found the end of our journey. — 
The first thing, on arriving, was to cileet a sale of the cat 

the. Atter six weeks, during all which time we lodged in 
a Frenchman's barn, we succeeded in selling our drove to 
a contractor of the army for a draft on the Government. 
Soon after the sale we deft for home, with provisions sufli- 
cient to last us till we reached the Maumee rapids, ILav- 
ing arrived at this place, and our stewk of provisions be- 
ing exlotsted, we found it impossible to purchase any; 
and taking a string of corn, on which we subsisted, to- 
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facility. No one can read the discovery and settlement 
of this new country without being deeply interested. In 
reading of the adventurous struggles of the bold and 
hardy pioneers, an American becomes a party in all ihe 
thrilling scenes of border life. While contemplating the 
dangers of the wilderness, the terrors of savage war, the 
want and distress through which they passed, he is filled 
with admiration at their self-denial, and the perseverance 
which characterized them in surmounting the obstacles, 
enduring the hardships, and braving the dangers to which 
they were exposed, that they might turn this unbroken 
wilderness into fruitful tields and gardens, and transmit to 
posterity the inestimable blessings of civil and religious 
liberty. ‘The pious mind can not fail to see a Divine hana 
overruling and conducting the whole. The people of the 
United States have more reason to be thankful to God 
than any other people; for ‘‘he hath not dealt so with any 
nation.” 
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the earth, and while the boys were picking up sticks for 
the fire, and the old Indian, wearied with fatigue, was 
nodding on his seat, Cassaday bounded from the tree, 
seized a sun and pouch, and before they had time to 
recover from their surprise, was lost to sight in the depths 
of the forest. The alarm was given; and the Indians 
returning, and finding their prisoner gone, started off in — 
the direction he had taken, He knew his enemies could 
not be far off) and would soon be on his track. To elude 
their pursuit, he struck off in a northerly direction, which 
was in a contrary direction from home. When night 
eame on he changed his course toward the Ohio river. 
He heard in the distanee the Indians on his track, and 
the dismal howl of the Indian bloodhound, whieh was 
scenting out his way. The ehase was continued till late 
at night, and he imagined again and again that his 
enemy was just upon him. Sceing a stream which ran 
in # southerly direction, he plunged into it, and, wading 
in its bed for some distanee, crossed to the other bank, 
following it down some distance, when he would plunge 
in again, and continue wading down the stream. This 
he did to elude the seent of the dog, and it was the 
only thing that could have saved him. The pursait was 
kept up all night, and the next day ull evening, when, to 
his great relief, he reached the Ohio river, into which, | 
without a moment’s thought, he plunged, and commenced 
swimmine for the other shore. Before he reached the 
middle of the stream his strength, which had already 
been taxed to its utmost, began to fail, and he began to 
despair of ever being able to reach the Kentucky shore. 
A thought of home and friends inspired him, Lowever, 
with new courage, and he redoubled his exertions. The 
gun, whieh he hel tied to his lead, was pressing him: 
down: his strokes became Jess frequent and more feeble, 
and he was about resigning himself to a watery grave, 
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the Alleghanies. But, alas! the spoiler came, and that 
aifed, high-born son of the wildwood fell by the shati of 
the demon Intemperance. Like Death itself, this demon 
loves a shining mark; and who does not weep over the 
early graves of heroism, genius, and learning, which 
have talien by the hand of this fell destroyer? | 
Bazil Wiliams was a Virginian by birth, but was 
vaised in Kentucky. He was one of the most active 
menoof dis age, with but one exeeption—the incompzar- 
able M’Cicland. He was an officer in Captain Josephs 
Colvin’s volunteer company from Bourbon county, which 
jeined the army of General Wayne. Having been in 
many skirmishes with the Indians, he leamed their vari- 
ous arts and stratagems, and hence he was prepared 
to do effective serviee in the great battle on the Maumee. 
During this battle he was shot in the arm, but he never 
ceased fighting mil the battle was ended and the victory 
achieved. G, Partee was also wounded in the thigh. 
bat, (ike his brave officer, he fought on to the last of the 
contict. Wiliams was eminently useful as a spy, and 
his deetness of foot rendered him a great sequisitien in 
carrying inteligenee trom one part of the eouniry ty 
another. Lt was satd of him, that for a hait a -day’s 
heat he eould outrun any horse in the country, and it 
was considered useless for any man te try to eateh him. 
li would seem, trom the diversities of natural gifts whielr 
were possessed by the early pioneers, that they had been 
opectilly designed by Providence for the wants and neces 
sles growing ont ot the border wars, 
Duncan M'Aribur was a son of natare. fe was tall 
it stgiure, wilh a giant irame. Hise hair was blavk as @ 
raven, and jis eyes dark and piercing. When exvited 
there was au unearthly flush in bis flery eve whieh jmdi- 
cated a keen end daring spirit, restless and fearless, 
When [first hnew tim, in 1793, he was quite a young 
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to the year 1780. John was born in Northwnberjand 
county, on the 28taof January, 1775. His father crossed 
the Mountains with his family in 1780, and settled ata 
place called Mingo [pttom, three miles below the pres- 
ent site of Steubenville. The Ohio river was then the 
extreme frontier, consituting the dividing line between 
the white and red man. No line, however, was suflicient 
to form a barrier against the invasions of both parties. 
The white man was as frequently the ageressor as the 
Indian, and many were the scenes of suilering, carnage, 
and massacre witnessed along this border line. 

My young friend was reared amid all the dangers of a 
border war. In the year 1789 his father removed to 
Washington, Ky.. where we were then residing, and soon 
after their arrival my acquaintance with young M’Donald 
commenced, Simon Kenton resided here also at that 
time. To have already viven a sketch of his life, but can 
not forbear adding, that, althouch he could neither read 
nor write, he was regarded as the prince of the pioneers 
of this region of country. Bravery and dariag courage 
were considered more essentid: elements of wreatness in 
those days than learning, or wealth, or diguified titles. 
Kenton had a pleasant countenance and a sweet voice, yet. 
of great compass and power. Unlike Daniel Boone, he 
was social in his manners. When engaging in battle he 
was pradent and cautious, but when the fight began he 
was bold and daring to excess. In the tamult of battle 
his clear, manly voice would roll aver the combatants, 
like thunder, inspiring his men with courage, and striking 
dismay into the hearts of his foes. He was the teneler 
od eaptala of all the young men and boys in this part af 
the country. He was a master-spirit, and the prototype 
vf young M*Donald, 

The bays of those days were early brought into serv- 
jee; and as soon as they could hold up a rifle avo hand, 
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The first excursion of my friend M*Donald was tagen 
with Kenton. Three men from near Washington went out 
ona hunting expedition, and encamped on the waters 
of Bracken, about ten miles from home. While they 
were out hunting a party of Tidians came upon their 
eamp, and placed themselves in ambush, to waylay the 
hunters on their return at night. The names of two 
of the hunters were Dan Figans and dosish Wood+ 
the name of the other is forgotten. It was late when 
the party returned. As they were preparing their supper 
the Indians crept up stealthily, and fired. killing Wool 
and the one whose name is forgotten.  Figgans, being 
unhurt, fled for his life. The Indians started in pursuit, 
with the most hideous yells. The race was most fear- 
fully kept up, but Figeans distaneed his pursuers, and at 
midnight reached Washington, where he alarmed his 
friends at Kenton’s Station. This bold warrier immeddi- 
ately mounted his horse, and in a short time. having 
raised a company, started in pursuit. Young M'Dona'd 
Was anxious to aceompany them; bat his father, thinking 
him too young. being but fifteen years of age. te be of 
any service, refused his consent. He was uot, however, 
to be deterred; so stealing his father’s rifle and horse, 
he started at full speed, and soon overtook the company, 
They arrived at the place nbout sanrise, aml a most 
shocking scene presented itself to their view. One af 
the men had been secalped, and thrown into the fire, 
where he was nearly consumed: the other bad slew bee 
seulped, and cut to pieces with the Indian Imichet. ‘Tiw 
party proceeded to the mournfnl work of depositing thei 
remains in the ground; aml ascertaining by the trachea 
the horses that the Indians had directed their course 
for the Ohio river, ibey started after them. When they 
arrived at the river. they found that the Indians, witkont 
Waitngy a moment, hed plunged in and swam ascites, 
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posiiies. dt was the duty of the rangers to traverse the 
Indian country in every direction in advance of the army. 
This was not only a toilsome, but a dangerous work, 
The company was divided into smal] detachments, 
which started out in every direetion, and, after scouring 
the country, returned and made their report to head- 
quarters, 

The history of these times has been so often told that I 
do not consider it necessary to enter into any detail in 
regard to the many adventures connected with the rang- 
ers, and shall only record what has never yet been made 
a matter of public history. 

Early in November of the year above mentioned, Mr. 
Lucas Sullivan, a land-speculator and surveyor from Vir- 
ginia, collected i company of twenty-one men to go upon 
a surveying tour into the Scioto country. This was a 
hazardous undertaking. Notwithstanding the Indians had 
been severely beaten by General Wayne, a few months 
previously, yet the country was far from a state of peace. 
Attached to this company were three surveyors ; namely, 
John and Nathaniel Beasley, and Sullivan, who was the 
chief, Young M’Donald was connected with this com- 
pany. Every man earricd his own baggage and arms, 
consisting of a rifle, tomahawk, and sealping-knife, While 
engaved in surveying, the hunters would go in advance 
as sples, and the surveyor, chain-earriers, and marksmen 
would follow in line, the whele being brought up by the 
pack-horse and the man who cooked for the company, It 
was his business to heep a good look-out, soe that the 
enemy should not attack them in the rear. In this mili- 
tary manner was most of the surveying in Ohio and Ken- 
tucky performed. They did not carry any provisions with 
them, but depended on their rifles for a living, which sel- 
dom fated to afford them an abundant supply. 

Having taken ‘Todd's trace, they pursued their journcy 
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they saw four Indians trotting along the trace. They 
thought of running round the prairie and heading them, 
but not knowing how soon those in pursuit would be upon 
them, and perchanee they would get between two fires, 
adopted the better part of valor and concealed themselves 
in the grass till the Indians were out of sight. After 
remaining there for some time they went to the eamp and 
found it deserted. dust as they were about to leave, one 
of the company espicd a note stuek in the end of a split 
stick, to this effeet, “If you should come, follow the trail.” 
Tt was then sundown, and they knew they would not be 
able to follow the trail after dark. When night came ae; 
they steered their course by starheht. 

They had traveled a distance of cight or nine miles. It 
was a cold, dreary night, and the leaves being frozen, the 
sound of their footsteps could be heard some distance. 
All at once they heard something brew and rim as if it 
were a gane of buffaloes, At this they halted and re- 
mained silent for some time. Atter a while the fugitives 
eomld be heard coming back softly, Supposing that it 
might be their companions, M’Donald and) M’ Cormick 
concluded te creep up slowly and see. They advanced 
til they could hear them cracking hazel-nuts with their 
teeth. ‘They also heard them whisper to one another, but 
eould not tell whether they were Indians or white men. 
They exutiously returned to Sullivan, and the eompany, 
after deliberation, finally concluded to eall, which they 
cid, and found, te their joy, that it was their own friends 
wie fled from them. ‘They had Srawtaal reppicings at 
meeting sgain, but poor Murray woe Ieft a prey to the 
Indiens and wolves. They now commenced their jouney 
homeward, and after three days’ travel, arrived = Mane 
chester. 

This disastrous enterprise, however, did not deter oth- 
ers from trying their fortunes. Svon after this, General 
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tatious In all his demeanor, and much respeeted by all 
who knew him. He remained a bachelor, as matrimony 
did not seem to have sufficient charms to lure him) from 
the path of single biessedness, If to some itis not given 
to enjoy this estate, they may excite commiseration for 
their misfortune, instead of condemnation for their course. 

Nathaniel Beasley, the youngest of the surveyors, has 
jong since passed away from the ranks of the living, and 
been numbered with the dead. He served his country 
with great fidelity in many responsible stations. He was 
justice of the peace, county commissioner, and represent- 
ative in the state Legislature. 

In the war of 1612 he again shouldered his rifle in his 
country’s cause, as commander of a battalion in two ex- 
peditions., He had, when we take into account the day in 
which he lived, and the training which he received, as 
few faults as anyman., Ile was a plain, common-sense, 
sevttaaght, and selfmade man. Tle possessed a ther- 
ough business eapacity, had great honesty of purpose, 
and his industry and) perseveranee secured tor him the 
esiecin of all who knew him. 

Wiljam O° Banion was the bravest of the brave, and 
one of the most fery and impettious spirits old Kentucky 
ever sent into the battle-tield. After serving, with the 
wreatest fidelity and courage, in various minor wrades of 
rank as an officer in the army, he was promoted to the 
rank of Tiewtenant in the United States army. He was 
in the battle of Tripoh in Africa, and the first man that 
mounted the wall of a fortiied town near Tripoli, Since 
bis return from Aftmea I have not been able to learn any 
thing concerning his history. 

Such were the men who constituted the leaders of 
the expedition: whoe the chau-earriers and marksmen 
were all well-tried backwoods hunters, brought up amid 
the ports of the border wars. Without beds, tents, or 
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tery winds will sweep us as the leaves from their parent 
wree, and we shall be gathered to our fathers. The latter 
partot his lite has been spent in promoting the benevo- 
lent enterprises of the aye, such as temperance, Sabbath 
schools, ete. His life has been one of excitement, toil, 
and eonthet. Elis best years have been devoted to the 
interests of his country, and, theugh man does net, may 
God reward him for his conduct! He has written a most 
‘nteresting and rehable history, called “Sketches of the 
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of Captain Herrod’s, for the office of captain in the Ohio 
milida. It was known that the bitterest envy rankled in 
his heart toward Herrod, and it was supposed that he 
souvht to cover up the foul deed by adopting the Indian 
mode of human slaughter. Whether he was guilty er 
not, this was at least the general impression amony the 
immediate neighbors; but, as no evidence of guilt was 
ever sought or found against him, he was allowed to pass 
without being taken. On the other hand, as little faith 
had been placed by the inhabitants in general in the 
treaty of the Indians, a large majority were disposed to 
charge the deed to them, and the death of Herrod was 
regarded as the forerunner of war. The account of his 
death, as if borne on the wings of the wind, spread with 
great rapidity all over the Scioto Walley, and the excite- 
ment and alarm produced among the citizens was most 
intense. Whole families, from five to tifteen miles apart, 
flocked together for purposes of self-defense. In some 
places block-houses were run up, and preparations for 
war made in every direction. The citizens of Chilleothe, 
though in the center of population, coilerted together for 
the purpose of fortifying the town. Sentinels were posted, 
and a vigilant guard kept, day and night. Taanor, with 
her overheated and affrighted imagination, and her thou- 
sand tongues, was busily engaged in spreading her 
alomms. At one tine it was reported that Capcain Jobn, 
au Lndian ehiet, with his warriors, had killed all the 
inhabitants of Darby; and agam, that ether sertements 
had flen beneath the hand of the savage foe. The 
inhabitants living on the nerth fork of Paint creck were 
all collected at Old Town, now Prinktort, and among 
others was David Wolf, sn old hunter. a rman of wealth 
and some infiluemee. He had settled on the north fork, 
iwenty miles above Old ‘Town. After remaining in the 
town several days, he emploved two men, Willkuns: ane 
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Wolf then asked if he had heard that the fudians howd 
killed Captain Herrod. 

The chief) much surprised at the intelligence, eid 
(hat he had not heard it, and seemed to doubt its 
COTTECTNESS, ‘i 

Wolf assured him that if was true, 

“May be whisky, too much drink, was the cause of the 
quarrel]. 

Wolf replied, “Herrod had no quarrel with the Indi- 
ans: noris it known by whom he was killed, or for what 
cause.” 

Waw-wil-a-way said, “May be some bad white man 
kill Captain Herrod.” 

The conversation then ended, and the party making 
preparation to resume their journey, the chief again shook 
hands with all in the same friendly manner as at greeting, 
After he had proceeded on his way about ten steps, 
Wolf raised his rifle, and, taking deliberate sim ar the 
Indian’s back, fired, and shet him threngh the body. 
Waw-wil-a-way did not fall, although he knew his wound 
must prove mortal: nor did he submit to die as most 
men world have dene in similar eirenumestances, 

The ilustrious Julius Ciesar, one of the most renowned 
wartiors of imperial Rome, when attacked by superior 
numbers in the Senate Chamber, terrified at the approach 
6f death, muffled his free in his cloak, and received the 
ceadly thrust of Brntaw.; but the brave Shawnee chief, in 
the wild prairie of his fathers, which had heen invaded 
by the white mon, turned upon his ungenerous snd caw- 
ardiy assailants, determined to sell his life at as dear 
urate as his hopeless condition would admit, raised his 
unerring mie, and leveled it at Wolf, who jumped behind 
his horse. Wilhams’s horse becoming frightened, end 
plunging about, left his body unprotected, and the ameter 
ing tire ef Waw-wil-a-way’s rifle told iis tale ef death, 
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which never cease | to bewt with kindness for the white 
man, atonee aid forever was still, 

During the entire engagement he never spoke a word, 
Silently he acted his part in the fearful drama, as though 
moved by an invisible aveney. The conduet of Wolf 
and his comrades was the most dastardly and mean, 
and deserves the exeeration of the world. They first 
attempted to disarm him by throwing the priming out 
of his un, and then talking with him, and parting under 
the mask of friendship. Tad Wolf and his companions 
supposed him to have been aeeessory to the death of 
Herrod in any way, he would have gone with them 
cheerfully to Old Town or Chilicothe, and given himself 
up to an investigation. But Wolf was determined on 
murder, and the blood of Waw-wil-a-way rests on his 
head. 

Williams was found dead of his wounds. Wolf was 
rarried home ina wagon, and the knife-blade extracted 
by a surgeon. Ferguson's wound was dressed, but both 
of these sutiered mueh. The body of the ehief was 
found where it fell, and it was pronounced by the sur- 
geon—Dr. Edmiston—who examined his wounds. that 
ether of them must have proved mortal. Tt seemed that 
Providence designed be should, in some degree, avenge 
his own death. ce 

The death of this great and good Indian chief added 
fuel to the exeltement whieh had preceded it, The Tndi- 
ans in the neighberhood fled in ane direction, and the 
whites In another, Neither party knew what tode. All 
Was dismay and contusion. 

In this dreadful state of suspense and slarm, General 
M’ Arthur and Governor Worthington, with a few others, 
mounted their horses and went into the Indian country 
near Fort Greenville, where they found a uamerous body 
ot Indians, amon. whom was the furfamed and celebras 
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to the custom of the Indians, the nearest kin to the mur- 
dered man has a right, and it is made his duty, to kill the 
murderer whenever or wherever he could find him, unless 
the murderer purchased his life by a certain price agreed 
upon by the family. Wolf, hearing of the intentions of 
the sons of the murdered chief, tock his family and re 
moved to Kentucky, at the same time emploving an agent 
to intereede with the young men, A negotiation was 
finally entered into, and the agent agreed to furnish each 
of the vouny Indians with a horse, anew saddle and bridle, 
and a new rifle. On complying with this condition, they 
agreed to bury the tomahawk and make peace with him 
and his forever. Wolf agreed to the proposition, and the 
time and plaee were fixed upon for the fulfillment of the 
contract. 

A Jarge concourse was assembled at Old Town, to wit- 
ness the Indian ceremonies. A hollow square was formed, 
in which were Wolf and his horses and trappines, and the 
two Indians. The Indians. in relinquishing their elaim to 
the life of the murderer, raised their hands toward heaven, 
inveking the Great Spirit, declaring that to kim alone they 
transferred the blood and lite of Wolf, forfeited by the 
death of thelr father. The seene was full of the most 
impressive solemnity, and many were moved to tears. In 
token of their forgiveness, they advaneed and took Wolf 
by the hand--the same bloody hand which sent their be- 
loved father to the grave and made them orphans. Then 
saluting lim as a brother, they lighted the ealumet, or 
pipe of peace, and smoked with him in the presenee of the 
Great Spirit, They remained good triends ever afterward, 
and often visited each other. 

LT have selected the above as one ef the many tragical 
wecurrences of these days: and though some may think L 
ought to pass over such scenes of eormege and death, yet. 
as a faithful chronieler of the times in whieh L lived, I 
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the woods, epparently al a shert distanee from ber, Fear- 
ang ttwight bo seme beast of prey, with which the weeds 
were Infested, sle hastened home, So accwstomed was 
she to visih her futher’s grave in the evening, her mother 
was not alertned at her stay. When she entered the eot- 
tage, she was consilerably agiiated, and communicated 
the exuse of it to ber mother. 

The servants oceupied quarters fide at hind, pee aS 
they were true and trusty, there was no great cause of 
fearon the part of the mother and her daughter; but, on 
retiving that night, they doubly barred the door of their 
rude liabitaiion. After they had retired to rest, they were 
startled by an unusual noise in the yard. ‘The mother 
sprang outof bed. and, adjusting her clothes, took down 
the ride, which hung over the door, and ater examining, 
eautiousiy, the Josd, and priming, she carefully opened 
the door, and stepped into the yard. She looked in every 
direction, but she could see nothing, She walker areunil 
the house, examining every corver, but still nothing was 
to be seen. She alse passed sronad the cabin of the serve 
anis, bat could not deteet the evuse of the noise, Sle 
returned into the house and set down the gun.  Lher 
daughter had arisen, and dressed herself, and was stirring 
up the fire. She assured her mother that there must be 
same wild beast about the house, as she distinetly heard 
its footsteps while she was out. Upon this, the mether 
resolved to vo to the cabin, and wake the servant Dan, a 
bold nod fearless negro. She accordiigly went and waked 
lim. ead told Dim to get up, which he did as speedily as 
possible, and after puiting on bis clothes, he came ont 
ictned wiih w heavy stick. She directed him to go round 
the house one way, andl she would lake the ether. Before 
they had proceeded ten steps, Mrs. Aikinzon wee selved 
hy a huge bear. The negro immediately meade a blow 
with his club ot the bead of the animal, and stummed him 
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wounding him so badly duit he wes unahle to render any 
further assistance. They then tried to force the door. 
No person being with her in the house but a miulette 
boy, about seventeen years of age, they both flew to the 
door, and pressed all their weight against it. An Indian 
finaliy sueeveding in getting his body party into the 
house, she seized the hand-ax, and killed him on the 
spot. They then sueceeded in closing the doer and 
barring it. She then took her husband’s gun, and, firing 
throush the port-hole, shot another Indian dead in the 
yard. The other two—tor there were four of them— 
then made preparations to descend the chimney; but no 
sooner had one of them entered the flue, than ripping 
open a pillow-case, she threw the feathers on the fire. 
‘This xo sutfveated and seorched the Indian that he fell 
into the fireplace, and the nesro bey seizing him, he was 
soon dispatehed by the old lady in the same manner the 
first seeresser was killed. There was but one Indian 
lett, and fearing he would meet the same sad fate whieh 
befell his companions, he fled in dismay from the scene ef 
coniliei. 
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for two days. 1 -hall always think it was the toughest 
meal Lever ate. 

Our object bette to hunt bears, and finding that they 
had all deft that section and gone in quest of mast, we 
resolved, if possitle, to follow them. As there was no 
snow on the ground, and we could not track them, the 
only things we had to guide us in our search, were the 
branches and sof muddy places over whieh they had 
crossed. On the third day we eoneluded to take a large’ 
eirele and make observations. It was cloudy, and the 
snow began to tall. About noon 1 fell in with two of my 
companions, and supposing it to be near night, as the 
clouds and snow had made it dark, we considered it time 
io look out fora olace to camp. We differed about the 
course we should take, but finally yielding to the jadg- 
ment of the oldes’ hunter, we traveled on ull it began to 
be quite dark. Despairing of finding any game, we were 
about te stop and make preparations for camping, when 
wur dogs treed a large raccoon. Being dark, we could 
het see the anima: with any distinetmess, and after several 
ineffectual shots, at length a ball found iis way to the 
hapless vietim, and he fell dead at our feet. This was, to 
us, a source of creat Joy. Three days, with only one 
poor wild-cat for three hearty hunters, was short fare ; 
ond the reader may be assured that a fat coon was very 
sereptable. We soon made preparations for a barbeeue, 
A fire was made, and we could hardly wait ull our game 
was roasted, till we were eutiing and eating it. The evon 
was exceedingly fat, und we wished very much for some 
bread to’eateli the rich drippings. 

Next morning che snow was a foot deep en the around, 
My mecessins were worn out en the betteau, and 7 was 
obliged to peel Iva Derk and meke soles for them betore 
I cowd proceed. After drying ourselves as well as we 
could, before our camp-tire for we were nich exposed to 
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1801, Lwas accordingly married to Hannah Strane. Ms 
father having bonglt land in what is now Highland 
county, Toreselved ta move, and take possession, This 
section of the cetniry was then a dense wilderness, witn 
only here and there s human habitation. My father-in- 
law, being unsatistied with his daughter's chotce, did not 
even ailow her to take her elethes, so we started out, 
Without apy patriniony, on our simple matrimonial stock, 
toy make our fortune in the woods, With the aid of my 
brother John, T built a cabin in the forest, my nearest 
neighbor being three miles off Into this we mowed, with- 
out horse or cow, bed or bedding, bas or baggage. We 
gathered up the leeves and dried them in the sun; then, 
picking out all the sticks, we put them inte a bed-tiek. 
Fora bedstead, we drove forks inte the ground, and laid 
sticks seross, over which we placed elm bark. On tits 
we placed our bed of leaves, and had comfortable lode- 
ing, ‘The yext thing was to procure something to eat. 
OF meat we lied sn abundance, supplied by my riflé, but 
we wanted same bread. LT cut and split one huadred raila 
for a bushel of potatoes, which T carried home on my 
back, a distance of six miles, At the same place I worked 
a day fora hen and three chickens, which I pnt into my 
Lunting-shirt bosom, and carried home a< a great prize, 
Our cabin was covered with bark, and Hned and floored 
with the same praterial. One end of the esbin was ifs 
open for « fireplace, (In thie we lived comfortably all 
summer. Having no horse or plow, I went into» plom 
bottom near the house; and, with my ax, grubbed and 
eleaved off an were und a half, 1a which I dug holes with 
my hoe, and planted my corm, without any fence around 
it. 1 enluvated this patch as well I-could with my how, 
and Providence blessed my labor with a good erop, of 
over one hundred bushels. Besides, durng the swhover, 
with the help of mv wile, 1 pat up a neatcabin, und Gn- 


SUVs SAUMSRE R.. Fite, pee | 


it doe. omer whan" ledgoogs.” For the purpeas: of 
7 is salin raven, TL pat ey oem iim the lof, mad 
ee Ee could wet pat bread, we hid almars, 08 6 good 
, my, plang of homing. We est ales plauier of bose 
apexé fad wanleen, med xo comple am ouctk Grad heppide 
meee eaereted.. Cre Lilian tignde ofan called, tnd 
' a ee ond F pabt them. ie indium, oonrsicsal 


. + Deastag de stnecn several timilios settled ig the aeigh- 
meron, wad, when we waps together, we antoyed 1 
| Withows genaly wad thede ofiew fatal. dickeringe and, beok- 
ii@iigr whith destroy the’ peace of whols. communiner. 
OF ei people om the thee of God's eneth; I despise a soa- 
siping ntilar, whooe shief ‘bustacsa ja to gute: alade 
frat Roass to bonee, acid rule the pence of Smilies, it 
aimke/regher mest » Nones bereft of her whelpe, hem 
ae. hut ons, 2 Lnugry peather, oF & rerenyade murnens 
Gels yiviag Das being te the format dsetdar: with 
epee Shepwe and climy fert Though se had bes Bide, 
oy spans ways few, ond we exjoyed mur simple | and 
Tagine’ pohsesxions with s felath the parse-promd’ mrisio- 
| ss harer wajoyed, & pstierous boapitality oh rehetertaed 
areny weighbor, and whetwe hed we diviced to. vhe ‘inant 
with eeck other, When a aaa wanted ‘halp, ah waeee 
eopdy te nid. 
, Repent avetior part bf the sinter to Reatog anal 
mriwe-wp «chore of yoovisione, for iy murine, ao abet | 
mene save. soy undivideR atewier im lemming... da wa 
iva gine: te hit, mad conid: not conpuntonty mine 
ingens ‘er rien tof the wit iammake, whighmogld eaey 
Chabon of sae ers ebligud oo depo = the: prodyet-n6 
ths woody, 

fia tne: bear wad te aoat orblelta, ee elonze buasad 
for this eaimal, This Gil chee ween geod me, woul 
bonis wets eo pisetih teat Rwas mot meomeaary t go 


142 AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF 


from home to deint them. About Christmas we made our 
turkey hunt. At that sensen of the year they are very 
fat, and we kilied them in great ubundance. ‘To preserve 
them we cleaned them, eut them in two, and, after salune 
them in troughs, we hune them up to dry. They served 
a yaluable purpose to cook, in the spring and summer, 
with our bear, bacon, and venison hams. Being dry, we 
would stew them ia bear's oil, and they answered a good 
substitute for brend. whieh, in those days, was lard to 
be obtained, the nearest mill being thirty miles distant. 
Another great difliewlty was to procure salt, which sold 
enermousiy high—at the rate of four dollars for fitty 
pounds. In backwoods currency, it would require four 
bueh-skins, ora large bear-skin, or sixteen coon-skins, to 
mike the purenase, Orten it could mot be had at any 
price, and the only way we had to procure it, was by 
packing a toad of kettles on our horses to the Seiote salt 
liek, and boiling the water ourselves. Otherwise we lad 
to dispense with it entirely, 1 have known ment cured 
with strona hickory ashes, 

Limagine | hear the reader saying this was hard living 
and hard times. Se they would lave been to the present 
race of men, but those who lived at that Gime enjoyed lite 
with a greater gest. and were more healthy and happy 
than the present race. We had not then sickly, liyster- 
ical wives, with poor, puny, sieklv, dying children, and 
no dvepepie men constantly swallowing the mostrams of 
quarks. When we beeame sick unto death, we died at 
once, and did not keep the netghborheod im a constant 
state of alarm for several weeks, by daily bulletins of our 
dying. Our young women were beautiful without rouge, 
color de yose, meen fia, oy any other cosmetic, and bilthe- 
some withoat wine and frut-cake. There was then no 
curvature of ine spine, bub the lasses were straight aad 
Woe-leoking, Without corsets or whalebone They were 
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bounutul Benefactor, We spun and weve our own fabries 
for clothing, and had no tax, no muster, wo eourt, ne 
Justices. noe biwvers. ne constables, and no deeters, and, 
consequently, had no exorbitant fees to pay to profes- 
sional ventlemen. The law of kindness governed our 
social walks; and if such a disastrous thing as a quarrel 
should break ont, the only way to settle the diflieuliy was 
by a strony dish of fisticutls, No man was permitted to 
insult anether without resentment: and if an insult was 
permitted to pass uurevenged, the insalted party lost bis 
standing and caste in society. Many a muss or spree was 
gotten up, in which the best of friends quarreled and 
foucht, through the sole influence of the brow jug. 

It was seldom we had any preaching; but if a travel- 
ing minister should come ia and make an appointment, 
wll would go out te preaching. Lf the preaching was on 
a week-day, the men would go in their hunting-shirts, 
with their guns. On Sabbath the oun was left at home, 
but the belt and knife were never forgotten. When assem- 
bled all was attention and order, and no one waa allowea 
to behave disorderly, as such conduct would have been 
punished, and the misereant driven from decent soviety. 
Such was the high sense of honor and deeorum, that 
a youn woman would discard the society of any young 
man who would be ouilty of overstepping the bounds 
ef propriety. 

We have fallen. however, upon difierent times, In the 
rapid march of civilization and refinement, we find yore 
men, ‘mee young inen,"” and, strange ta eay, youns 
women, too, who «an, on these oeeasions, with the mroet 
unblushing effrontery, desecrate the House of God, and 
disturb a whole tongregation of worshipers, without elicit- 
ing any censure from a large maporriy. 

Tones went a consigersbie distance to hear father John 
Collins preach When I arrived there the house was 


Bee. LR Re oh, weer ge Lala 


Nr tin esehowiing: Binge fuse athe ta-omedk in tee 


ARE amet Ketone, deeply Intnrsaied: with the ont, 
Piast tanec of ae ellvery ineiss ae heabseeribed the lore 
Gad te a, Keer wemtents imewsnzad my intent, 
sprtibed. Ewan) wnt have Jost aaoed for at world, - daos 


‘ene: & fallow, @ithoxt ema wh maishote, camsaamoed 
 Resatteeg he comerogntion by, talline anak inoving showk 
ited Rime tore oF thins dimes to be yeiei, dat be wll 
peeiaied. fa 1 took hem by the aro: and Jet Miar-pat 
anne ditenet. from the hones, ttending’ te pive bie « 
amen hesewhkipgiag thr bie impadenss drud ineclenos: 

betliy plemled ow heed ead piectwliy, sad promind, vewrs 
ai A ac Oren a ech age Uaet K lat him ee 
: Get Twi dawn share wepo bet Sinw eckesie ka Gu sonny, 
ina titey coe ides angeke’ weiss. The sehoaluagates “was 
, eatig theced, -The mest of thn ahldeer oom, hae 
wives, tonight tnréed: aa fie writing, Ghat wae am aneiom 
| pettaent: tee which they had tor os. ‘Ter pho had 
\ the ries orevilege of going t4 aches pemaralle gradmated 
meget, The Setheih dap was csusily pont a oe 
‘Ving hastmg, ned Sthing; tua motwithetaading: this wre 
‘ie geanmal praction when thers were ao mieehings, J 
amr would indvige 1 3%. for two teascns: Pies. [ aee 
“temgihh, toons any yank wp, te wemnambelr hp Satiomtl: ogr, 
gid Ihatip 8 bein” sad my eoceaieucs weoekd condnam ms 
taard) fdr a heeesh ofthe commandmans than tee abmoet 
‘Gary nae sin, Loomemivied.  asend, Lisd.acmrivten that 
‘© Douwed-om the Grbbeds dey I wembd have ao onl’ al 
the naxt week. TL chterved that these who made 
a qevedon Sf boating we thet dey wem alware fhe most 
unommsaea) Tumba, 

DS omega broke thie’ Guimeaadiment) of: God. 1 wees 
mort loraly dar, The ete pose begh? asd. sitar, 
daturs apioieed, i his git Whe tive epg sweetly thety 


156 AUTOBIOGRAPILY OF 


matin songs, and » holy qniet reigned around, save wher 
an ocensional hunter's wun would break the stillness, sound- 
ing as arsh almost as diseord in heaven. Strange that 
T should, unter such circumstances, be tempted ; and vet 
T was powerfully, irresistibly tempted. [persuaded my 
wife to vo te the nearest neighbor's, with a promise that I 
would soon follow. When she was gone, PT took my oun, 
ran sbout a mile from home, and seeing a tine, Jarge 
buck. TP tired. and killed him; then taking out his entrails, 
1 threw him over a Jegoand returned. When I arrived 
at home ] began to feel safe in the reflection, that no one 
had seen me: but quick as lightning Conscience reared 
her terrific scepter, and uttered, in a voice of thunder, 
“(fod hus secn von, and vou have shown that you pear 
mon more than uow do God? Wow mueh then did 
wish my Joad back in my gun, and the buck alive, grazing 
in his own native forest! Wieked as | was, Twas accu 
tomed to pray tor luck in hunting; and [ believed then 
that God often heard and answered my prayers. Onee, 
in pardeular, my brother John and myself had boon 
hunting for three entire days without success, and were 
hungry as wolves. The leaves were so dry it was impos 
sible for us to get near enough to any game to shout it, 
Werry and taint, [prayed te Ged for help. My brother, 
being on the opposite side of a branch, as soon as TP rensedt 
praying, started up a buck, whieh ran direet!y toward me, 
I was asx inuch impressed with the belief that (od iad 
sent him as that he sent the ram to the thicket on 
Moriah. After coming near to me, he stopped, = 1 
shot hin. 

This tail a neiybbor and myself, a by our Wives, 
went some distance to gather ext-taile to miske theme Toda, 
as the ical beds were nearly wern owt. We entered npon 
the journey, and bel oot praeeeded many miles Gl on 
dog started up a bear, and soon ran it up a tree 
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improvemenis thereon, but all must so to pay the debts 
of another, Li made a clean sweep; took all my land 
and ail the money L had to the last farthing. L then 
vowed that 1 would never again, as long as 1 lived, go 
security for any living being. Right or wrong as: = 
yow may have been, | have kept it to this day. 

J consoled ay wite as weil as 1] could, and told sabe 
were youns, and had besun the world with nothing, and 
would do it avain. Ll requested her to stay at home, and 
Keep house, end JT would take to the woods and hunt. 
Bear-skins commanded a good priee—trom three to seven 
dollars, according to the size and quality. J spent the 
winter mosty in the woods, and sutfered much from lying 
eut at night without bed-clothes or bed, only as 1 could 
make one out of dry bark. LT wrapped skins around me 
wnd laid by the fire. It was a prosperous winter, and 
success, the most sanguine, crowned my days and nights 
of toil and privation, From the proceeds of my winter 
campaign, | was enabled to purchase as good a home ar 
that from whieh the law had ejected me, 

Thus 1 passed seven years, farming in the stummer anc 
hunting in the winter, and adding to my resources (il L 
had a comfortable home, with every thing necessary to 
make a backwoodsman happy. Bat my neizhbors became 
too numerous, and my hunting-grounds were broken in 
Upen by the ax of civilization; game became searce and 
hard totake: my ranges were broken up, and [had about 
come to the conelusion to ge to anew country. It seemed 
as though my happiness depended upen a life in’ the 
woods-—‘ the grand old woods.” where Nature hal erected 
her throne, and where she swayed her scepter, 

Alone in the deep sodtude of the wilderness man ean 
commune with himseli and Netare and her God, and real- 
ize emotions and thoughts that the crowded city never ean 
produce. ‘To oe sure one las said, ‘A wreat city is a 
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fermation by an incident which oecurred. 1 had been 
brooding in melancholy over my bad luck, when a large 
she bear, started up by my doys, broke the reverie. J 
shot at and wounded her; but she had attacked my dovs 
and was killing one of them. No time was to be lost, so 
Tran up and thrust my knife into her side. At this she 
relensed her hold of the dog and caught me by the ley. 
In my effort to wet released Twas thrown upon my back 
She then made an attach on me, and | telt that searcely 
any thing short of a miracle could save me. Already I 
gould sce her wide, distended jaws ready tou devour mie. 
The dogs, though wounded, recommenced the attack, and 
succeeded in pulling her off, and thus saved me from 
death. Being released, | succeeded in killing my enemy. | 
At another ume, my neighbor was with me hunting coos. 
At night the dogs caught some animal in a grape-vine 
thieket. Tran in to see what it was, and stooping down 
found myself directly between the horns of a liurge buch, 
which lad become entangled in the vine. Lo was now lit 
cruiv between the horns of a dilemma. My campanion 
eut the Lam-strings, and Toteok held of one horn end 
placed my feet on the other tor the purpose of throwing 
liam. At this he made ene jange, broke the vine, and 
threw ome some distance on my back. Had my leet 
supped, | would doubtless have been sored to death. 

Thus | have endeavored to give the reader some ae- 
comntof the scenes apd trials through whieh TD passed i 
hie woods of the west. 
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“Beeause donot see any use init. Uf lam one of 
the eleet, Twill be saved in God's sood time; and if I 
wm one of the non-cleet, praying will do me no geod, as 
Christ dia not die for them.” 

“Bas, dames, vou do net know whether you are one of 
the ciect or non-elect; and, as God has wisely coneealed 
this from yeu, you ought to pray, any how.” 

To this, of course, T eould make no reply, without reit- 
erating my former declaration of the needlessness of 
prayer, me aw 

This doctrine had well nigh-ruined me, and often I 
was harassed with doubt and temptation; and. at times, 
almost sunk into despair, Sometimes L was led to doubt 
the very existence of God. The Holy Spirit often eons 
vieted me, and | felt my Jost and undone condition as a 
sinner. These convietions were deepencd and strength- 
ened ander the prayers of my plous grandmother, am ae- 
count of whose death T have alresdy given. Not knew- 
ing how to seek the Lord, T] remained in this wretched 
condition til L was fifteen vears of age. At this time L 
had put into my bands Winchester’s Dialogues, the de- 
sign of which was to prove the final redemption irem lvell 
ot all. This J read over and over again with great care, 
awd it proved a sovereign balm to all my fears. It repe 
resented God as being so merciful, that it inspdred a love 
jor him, and 1 beesre a convert to the docasye of tre 
final restoration of all men to the favor of God. 1 read 
the Bible to establish my faith. and boldly advocated the 
doctrine with my Calviniatic associates, many of whom T- 
was enabled to overcome with my arguments, I sls» 
tock -ocvasion to show up the glaring ineonsistencies of the 
doctrine which saved or damned men arbitrarily. This, 
to me, was whelly incompatible with the atiributes of jus 
tice and amérey. Many of my companions locked upon” 
my views with favor, and were pleased with my profession 
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times my futh would waver, in spite of all my efforts to 
bolster it up, snd my conscience would sting ime with 
remorse. ‘The thought that perhaps the doctrine was not 
true, and my soul would be lost, would produce the most 
intense emoion in my mind. At that time there were 
none of those last and worst of all editions of Universal- 


ism, namely, that all will be saved, no matter what they 


believe, or what they do, heeause there was no devil, amt 
no hell; and, henee, none could go to a place which hus 


no existence, Such doctrines not being taught, 1 could 


not, of course, embenag. them; nor do I believe Twas ever 
so ignorant or wicked, the worst day I ever saw, as to be- 
lieve a doctrine so grossly inconsistent with reason and 
Seripture, so false in faet, and so dangerous in tendency : 
but L thought that if God had brought me into the world, 
without my consent, for his own purposes, it was no con- 
cern of mine. and all L had to do was to be honest, enjoy 
lite, and perform the errand of my destiny. 

Thus | entered fully and freely into all parties of pleas- 


ure, exeopt vambling, and although Leould hold a aed 


hand at eards, yet to play for stakes 1 had ne relish, 
Indeed, [ was afraid of this, for L always thought | couid 
see the devil presiding over such games. Daneing eon- 
stituted my chief joy; to enter its giddy mazes, and enjov 
iis frenzied whirl, aflorded me the most pleasurable ex- 
citement, Oecasionally | woutd take a spree; would 
swear When enory; and fight, when inealted, at the drop 
of ahat. Backwoods beys were brought up to the trade 
ef ‘‘hoock down, and drag out,” 

In the midst of ali this mirth and revelry 1 dared not 
think of desth and eternity, The thought was appalling, 
and in my momenta of calm reflection 1 would resolve 
upon a reformation of life, A strietiy moral life TI re- 
garded as the only true religion; and I beleved all whe 
led such a ive weaiid go to heaven, 
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near these places, as they would be symipathetently 
affected, and would, in all probability, be ded to indulge 
inthe same wild ond irrational vagaries. Their instrue- 
lions and exhortations, however, were lost, and it seemed 
that the exposition only increased the desire of thousands 
to vo and see for themselves. 

In the month of August, 1801, | learned that there was 
ty be a great meeting at Cane Ridge, in my father’s old 
congrevation, Peeling a wreat desire to sce the wonderful 
things whieh had come to my cars, and having been solie- 
Hed by some of my old schoolmates to go over into Ken- 
tucky for the purpose of revisiting the scenes of my boy- 
hood, L oresulved to go. Obtaining company, 1 started 
vom ony woody retreat in Highland county. Having — 
reatlhed thee neighborhood of ae sas: we iuas ind 
put up for the night. The family, who seemed to be 
pested in regard to all the movements of the meeting, 
cheerfully answered all our inquiries, and gave us all the 
information we desired, The next morning we started 
for the menting. On the way T said to my companions, 
“Now, if Dall it must be by physical power and not hy 
singing and praying; and as [ prided myself upon my 
manhood and courage, | had no tear of being overeome by 
ony nervous exeitabiliiy, or being trightened into religion. 
Weoarrived upon the ground, and here a seene presented 
liselt toany mind net only novel and unaccountable, but 
awtul beyond deseripien, A vast erowd, supposed by 
some io have amounted to twenty-five thousand, was eol- 
lecied together. The noise was like the roar of Niagara. 
The vast sea ot human beings seemed to he agitated as if 
by astorm. lecounted seven ministers, ail preaching at 
one time, some op stumps, others m wagons, and one—-the 
fiev. William Burke, now of Cincinnatimwas standing on 
. tree which bed. in filing, lodged againsi another. 
Some of the people were singing. others praying, sone 
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saw about one hundred men engaved in drunken revelry, 
playing ecards, trading horses, quarreling, and fighting, 
After some time Lyeot to the bar, and took a dram and 
left, feeling that L was as near hell as 1 wished to be, 
either in this or the world to come. The brandy had no 
effect in allaving my feelings, but, if any thing, made me 
worse, Night at length came on, and | was afraid to see 
any of my companions. [cautiously avoided them, fear- 
ing Jest they should discover something the matter with 
me. In this state L wandered about trom place to place, 
in and around the encampment. At times it seemed as if 
all the sins L had ever committed in my life were vividly 
brought up in array before my terrified imagination, and 
under their awful pressure F felt that T must die if 1 did 
not vet relief ‘Then it was that Lsaw clearly through the 
thin vail of Universalism, and this refuge of lics was 
swept away by the Spirit of God. Then fell the seales 
from my sin-blinde dl eyes, and L realized, in all its force 
and power, the awful truth, that if I died in my sins I 
was a dost man forever. O, how | dreaded the death of 


the soul; for 
“There isa death whose pang 
Outlasts the fleeting breath: 
O what eternal horrors hang 
Aronnd the second death!” 


Necwithstanding all this, my heart was so proud and hard 
that Pwoull not have fallen to the ground for the whole 
state of Ientucky. [felt that such an event would have 
been an everlasting disgrace, and put a final quiets on 
uv boasted manhood and courage, At night [| went toa 
barn in the neighborhood, and creeping under the hay, | 
spent amest dismal night. Lreselved. in the morning, 
to start for home, for [ felt that I] was a ruined man, 
Finding one ot the triends who came over with me, 1 said, 
Captain, let us be off: Twill stay no longer.” The as- 
sented, and getting ony horses we started for hume. We 
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Atier a ime T returned to my companion, and we started — 
enour journey. QO what a day it was to my soul! the 
Sun of righteousness had arisen upon ne, wad all nature 
seemied io rejoice in the brightness of its Tising. The 
tees that waved their lofty heads in the forest, seemed io 
bow thaw tn udorstion and praise, The living stream of 
salvation Howed into my soul. Then did I realize the 
truth of that hymm Lohave so frequently sung: 
“2 feel that heaven is nuw besun; 
Tt issies from the spurkiing throne— 
From Jesus’ throne on high: 
Tt comes in floods ] can’t contain; 
Tdrink, and drink, and drink again, 
And yet am ever dry.” 

Ttold the captain how happy L was, and was often inter- 
rupted, in a recital of my experience, by involuntary 
stiouts of praise. f felt a love for all mankind, and re- 
proached myself! tor having been such a fool as to live so 
lowe in sim and misery when there was so much mercy for 
mae, 

At lensth we arrived at home, and 1 teld my wife what 
erent things the Lord had done for me. While L spoke 
she commenced weeping, and began to seek the Lord. 1 
siso told my brother John, and soon the news spread 
throush the whole neighborhood that Finley had obtained 
roigien. The dificulties the Christian has to encounter 
beve to he learned by experience. When [ was converted, 
1 did not conceive how it was possible that even a single 
bade of trouble could cross my peaceful breast, [soon 
found, however, that the 

“World was no fiend ie grace, 
To help me on to Ged 27 
and thac if J would reign as a king and privst with God 
and the Lamb forever, I must fight; that the only way 
lo the crown wae by the cross. There were no religi 
persons in the netyhberhood, and no religious meetings to 
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For a while T thought | would try and tavel to heaven 
alone. ‘Thus Leontinued for about eighteen months, dur- 
ing Which time the prayer meeting was discontinued. My 
attention was directed to the immorality of some protess- 
ors of religion, known by the name of Seceders, which 
had an unhappy ctlect on my mind. Some cf them 
seareely hind the form of godliness; the power they never 
knew. One of them was carried home intoxiested, and 
the next Sabbath Jo saw him at the communion table. 
This, to me, was a great stumbling-block. 

Shortly after my conversion L was exercised on Gun wnt 
ject of preaching the Guspel, and so much so, that L could 
not rest, day or vight. L thought it a temptation of the 
devil, and prayed to be delivered from it, but L could not 
shake off the conviction. I belonged to no Chureh, and 
consequently there was no way of getting into the min- 
istry. Tonce opened my mind to a Presbyterian clergy- 
man, and he gave it as his opinion, that I should study 
theoloey at least three years, before TP couid be at all 
qualitied to preach. Ll thought it would be folly for me 
to make the attempt; and henee L resisted the endl, till, 
from a state of robust health, | was reduced almost toa 
walking skeleton, 1 had lost all my comtort, and became 
gloomy and desponding. Religious exercises in my family 
became a great tusk and burden, One morning | went 
out inte the weocs, and there told my Maker, at [aust 
preach the Gaspe|, or wo to hell, that the latter must be 
my portion, as L had not the least qualifieations tor the 
work. Just then all comtort and hope left me, and I was 
so miserable that T wandered in the woods for months, 
not desiring to look upen the face of any human being. 
Family prayer wes given up, and then foilowed, im the 
sad train of evils connected with backsliding, the aban- 
doament of praver sliogether, and a return to my former 
companions. To mitignie, if possible, my wretchedness 
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change for the short-lived pleasures of sin, and a desolute 
heart. 

In the fall of 1806 brother John and myself started 
out on our fall hunt. We were on horseback, and follow- 
ing a narrow path. I was a few paces in advance; and, 
as we were winding up through the thieket, my gun, 
which wes on my shoulder, went off suddenly. In the 
most awfal suspense Lever experienced in all my lite, | 
stopped, and listened to hear my brother fall fream his 
horse. After the shock was over, fearing to look reund, 
the long agony was broken by my brother, who hed 
recovered from the shock, saying, & Brother James, 1 am 
not hurt”? This relieved me for the moment, but my 
soul was soon tossed by the tumultuous raginus of despair, 
All my sins erowded upon me like so many demons of 
darkness; my disobedience to God, my backslidinus all 
rose before me, and it scemed to me that hell was just at 
hand, and that soon TP must plinge into its dismal abodes, 
No imagination, had it the fervor or flight of a Milton, 
or Dante, could conceive, or pen deseribe the horror of 
darkness and despair that enveloped my wretched, ruine:! 
soul, 
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conclasien of falling by my own hand. While in the very 
act of preparation to commit the fatal deed, my blessed 
Lord—who has no plersure in the death of a sinner— 
again imerposed, and the following words came to my 
mind, as sensibly as if audibly pronounced: “There is 
yet merey with God, if you will seek it.” At this, I 
threw down the deadly weapon, fell on my knees, and 
prayed for merey. confessing all my euilt and sin, and 
sacredly vowing, if God would restore my former pexee, 
JT would do any thing he would require: ay, that | 
would even try to preach the Gospel of his Son. L was 
not conscious how Jong L remained in this state of agony 
and prayer. When Lrose from the ground, | picked up 
my gun, ran back to the camp, fired it off, rolled myself 
up in my blanket, and, throwing myself on the ground, 
lay there til my brother John, who hearing the report of 
the rifle, came into camp. When he arrived, finding me 
lying down, he asked me if lwas siek, or what was the 
matier. He had a kind of presentunent that wl was not 
right, and, henee, he hastened to the camp on henring 
the report of the eun. Lb told him [did net know what 
was the matter with me; but ever since the gun hed wane 
of in the morning, T felt as if he should die, and go to 
hell; and “0, my brother,” said I, cif the ball had hit 
yeu, vou would have been in torments before this time.” 
This seered to convict him deeply; and, as we were both 
unfiited for hunting, we determined on returning home, 
Still Thad no peaee, and TL praved, and sought for 
merey day and night. The hand of the Lord was 
wavy upon me.’ Tread the Bible, but it only increased 
my condemnation, T found no happiness in the society 
of any one, and fled to the woods every day, 1 did net 
dare to take my gun with me, for fear [ should, in the 
hour of the power of darkness, commit suicide. Instead 
of this, took ay Bible, and although it flashed owt in 
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was, “What has broneht him to mecting?* The time 
having arrived for meeting to commenec, it was opened by 
singing and prayer. | conformed to the rales, for ] never 
was wieked enoweh, devil though T was, in the estimation 
of the people, to persecute the righteous, or show my ill- 
breeding and vulgarity by disturbing a worshiping assem- 
bly, vor would J suffer any one else to do it where T was 
without correcting them. After several preyers, the 
leader—Mr. Sallivan—rose and said, “We are now going 
to bold our class meeting, and all who have enjoyed. this 
privilege twice or thrice will please retire, while those who 
have not and are desirous of heing benetited by the exer- 
cises may remain.” L was anxious to be benefited, and 
being favorably impressed, thus far, with the exercises, 
concluded to remain, My wife also kept her seat. The 
members of the class eved me very closely, and I eould 
ensily tell by their furtive glanees that my room would be 
better than my company. The leader, as is custonrury 
on stich oceusions, opened the speaking exercises by relat 
ing a portion of his own experience, in which he spoke 
feclingly of the goodness of God to his soni. After thie 
he spoke to the rest in order, inquiring into their spiritual 
prosperity; addressing to them such langnage of instrac: 
tion, encouragement, or reproof, as their spiritual states 
seemed to require. It was atime of profound and power 
ful feeling: every soul seemed to be engaved in the work 
of salvation. I was astonished beyond all expression. 
Instead of the ranting. incoherent declarations which J 
had been told they made on such occasions. 1 never 
heard more plain, simple, Seriptural, common-sense, yer 
eloquent views of Christian experience in my life. After 
ail the members hed been spoken to the leader came to 
me, and, in a courteous, Christian manner, inquired into 
my religions condition. To his kind inquiries 1 could 
eoly reply in tears and sighs; for L felt as if my very 
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fell, my whole length, in the snow, and shouted, and 
praised God so loud. that was heard over the neighbor- 
hood. As soon as | was able to rise, Ll returned to the 
house, and my wife having risen, 1 caught her in my 
arms, and ran round the house, shouting, ‘Salvation! 
salvation! God has again blessed me with his pardoning 
love.” No doubt many would have said, had they seen 
me, “This man is drunk or crazy.’ But | was not 
“drank with wine, wherein is exeess;) but Lo was ‘filled 
with the Spirit’? For an hour L eould do nothing but 
praise the Lord. While thus exercised. L felt’ as though 
some one had spoken to me, “(ro preach my Gospel.” 
T instantly replied, Yes, Lord, if thou wilt go with ime.” 
LT did not stop to confer with flesh and blood, but hurried 
out, as fast as T could, to my nearest neighbor, and called 
all the family tovether, and told them all that God had 
done tor my soul; and to all within my reach that day L 
proclaimed arisen Savior, who had power on earth to for- 
vive sins. ‘This produced a powerful excitement in the 
neighborhood. The next inerning my brother Willian 
and his wife, on their way to a Christmas frolic, calted, 
and L persuaded them to alight and warm themselves. 
They assented, and came in. So soon as they were 
senied, L closed the door, and commenced preaching to 
them repentance and remission of sins, and related what 
God had done for my soul. At this they wept; and, 
placing before them chairs, LT told them to kneel down, 
and Lwould pray for them. They kneeled. and 1 poured 
out my seu} to God in their behalf. This was the first 
mourner’s bench | had ever seen or heard of 1 per- 
stated ther to abenden their design of gome to the 
Christiass trove, and go home, and seek the salvation of 
their souls. This they did, and, in a few days, found 
pesee in believing. 1 tien invited the Methodists to-come 
te my house and held prayer meetings; which they did. 
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in prayer, asking for grace and wirdom, to enable me to 
discharge the onerous duiy whieh resied like a mountain 
upon me. After prayer P sang again, and then appreach- 
wigamy venerable fyiher, who had been years in the min- 
istry of the Presbyterian Church, I inquired how his 
soul prospered. He arose, and related his expericnee, 
the various trials through which he bad passed, and the 
wonderful providences of God in his behalf. 1 then pre- 
eeeded to my qaeiher, who had previously been much 
adfieted at my having joined the Methodists; but she 
was a good woman, and when she found that her views 
of that people had been formed upon incorreet and preju- 
diced reports, she confessed her error, and glidly ae- 
knowledyed them the people of God. From: my parents 
LT passed round to cach one in the house, talking and 
singing, exhorting, and oceasionally shouting the praises 
of God. After having Jed all in the house, 1 went out to 
the yard, and while passing round there amony my neigh- 
bers, telling them what God had done for my soul, aml 
how happy [ was in religion, my father continued the 
meeting in the house by singing and prayer. Frem the 
yard LT passed into the lane, speaking io all im course, 
Many would aurn round, and lean on the fenee. and weep. 
Such atime I never saw before, nor have L seen sinee, 
And many were convicted, and, trom that hour, began to 
seek religion. 

A few weeks after this zeneral class niin was held, 
L was required, by one of the preachers, to take a text, 
and try io preach. This, in my estimaiion, was getting 
along a litle ton fast: but. as an obedien? sen in the Gos- 
pel, I yielded to his entreaties, and endeavored to exhort 
the people. I had determined to face duty at all hagards; 
sad, waiving my objections to the superior judgment. of 
one who had been in the work, | resolved that 1 would 
wy. While | exhorted sinners to flee the wrath to come, 
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meres. The mecting lasted til evening, and [announcer 
that, after a short intermission, we would have a prayer 
meeting, Wher the time arrived, the people came 
together again, and, during the exercises of singing, 
prayer, and exhortation, many were converted, and one 
brother professed sanctification, At this point the excite- 
ment increased, and several were taken with the jerks. 
The next day L went home through the woods, and was 
so happy that To sung and shouted alternately during 
almost the entire Journey. 

About this time | was visited by my old German friend, 
at whose house Lwas converted in Kentucky, and had a 
most delightful interview. He was deeply expericneed in 
the things of God, and gave me much important instruc- 
tion. He told me Lo was now a babe, and would tre- 
quently be alarmed, and, in trying to walk, would be 
easily thrown down; but, like the child learning to walk, 
Timust not be discouraged, but get up and try again: that 
To must never suppose that my temptations and trials 
would be too sreat for me to encounter; but that, by one 
durance, | would grow stronger, and also more watehful. 
«The devil,” said he, “is like the shepherd’s dog in Guv- 
many. He will sometimes worry the sheep, but it teaches 
them to keep up with the flock? Revivals of religion 
he seid were dike a strong wind, which blows the trees all 
one way, but, as soon as the storm is over, the most of 
them will tly back. He said [had to be dried, sade 
into the army, and, as a faithful soldier, fight against the 
world, the flesh, and the devil. °*Now,’' said he, * yom 
think all that profess religion are good people: but there 
are many hogs among the sheep, and you may be able ro 
distinguish between them; for when a hoe comes toa mud 
hole, he will put his nose into it, and erunt, and lie down 
in if; but the sheep will go around it, as they do not like 
the mud. In your Chrotun hte vou will have many 
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elder—Rey. John Sale—was reading his text from the 
cighty-fourth Psalm: The Lord God is a sun and shield: 

the Lord will give grace and glory ; no good thing will he 

withhold from them that walk uprightly.?’ 1 was greatly 

refreshed and benetited by this discourse. When he con- 
cluded, to my great astonishment, one of the preachers 
present called to me to come and exhort, and close the 
meeting, L was overwhelmed for a moment, and scarecly 

knew what to do: but Ldare not refuse; so l went, and 

told my old companions in sin what reat things the Lord 

had done for my soul, and what he was willing to do for 

each and every one of them. While J was speaking, the 

Lord blessed me abundantly, and many hard-hearted sin- 

ners wept. On Sabbath morning the Jove-feast was to be 

held. This was entirely new to me, as lL never had been | 
in one before. Lt was a most deeply-interesting occasion, 

As one atter another spoke of the goodness of Gud, my 

soul swelled with gratitude and jey, amd, being unable to 

contain myself any longer, | osprang from my seat, and 

shouted the praises of God with an overtlowing heart. 

The excitement at this point rose to its greatest hight, 

ened it was impossible to distinguish between the shouts 

of joy and the eries for merey. 1 thought and felt as if 

heaven had come down to earth. In the afternoon the 

saerament ol the Lord’s supper was administered ; and as 

Lonever had partaken of this holy communion before, it 
was time of great selexamination, and deliberate, sol- 

emn ecuseeration to God on my part. Powis much blessed 

in portaking of the emblems of the broken body and shed 

blood of my Redeemer, 

A litle cireunstanee occurred while [was at this mcet- 
ing, Which tented wonderfully te eontirm my faith in re- 
word to trust in God for temporal blessings. When I ett, 
home Thad tat fitty cents in my poeket, which 1 was’ 
taking to Hillsboro, for the purpose of paying a debt. 
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done to Finley, than you wenld to put your head in the 
fire; for he would liave knocked all your teeth down your 
throat in an instant; and if you insult him again Twill 
whip you like a dow.) This same man went, on election 
day, to another fellow who was in the habit of busing 
me by the most opprobrious epithets, and said to him, | oR, 
the Methodists had a council last night, and have come: to 
the conclusion, that inasmuch as you are constantly abus- 
ing Finley, that if you do so again they have given him 
the liberty to give you a sound flogeing, and they will not. 
Church him for it. Now, T advise you as a friend, if you 
wish to keep a whole hide, to keep out of his way.” At 
night he told me he had seen R., and related what he had 
said to him. 1 told him he did wrong, for the Methodists 
had done no such a thing. He said he knew that, but 
he was determined to cool the fellow off. I give these 
incidents as a specimen of some of the trials I had to en- 
counter in the onset of my carcer as a Christian, 

1 was greatly exercised, at times, about my call to 
preach, and passed through some of the most severe con- 
fiets, lasting for whole weeks together, TP still held prayer 
meetings and exhorted, and occasionally tried to preach, 
My father had joined the Methodist Church, and fre- 
quently lectured and preached. On one oceasion, at our 
meeting, he tried to reconcile the Calvinistie notion of im- 
puted righteousness with Wesley's teaching, and put a 
construction en Wesley's words which, whether lesitimate 
or not, was not Methodistie, according to my notion of 
things. As soon as he was through. | rose in the congre- 
ention and said, t+ Father, yeu can no more reeancile Cal- 
vin and Wesley than you can darkness and light, or error 
and truth, and there is no use of your trying to do so. 
Permit me to say, if vou area Methodist be one, and if 
you are a Calvinist be one, for L want truth to prevail 
every-where, and every man to be really what he is.’ 
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CHAPTER X. 


ITINERANT DBIFE, 


Own the solicitation of many friends, and the urgent 
request of Rey. Jolin Sale, the presiding elder, 1 con- 
sented, for a short time, to travel the Seioto circuit. I 
left home on the first day of May, 1809, hoping that in 
the ful there would be no need of my poor services, and 
T could return to the quiet pursuits of domestic life. My 
first appointment was at the house of brother William 
Lueas, When the hour for meeting arrived, T went to 
the woods and prayed most devoutly that noe one might 
eome to the meeting; but my prayer was net answered, 
for the people came trom all directions, and at appeared te 
me that the cross was so heavy ii would crush me to the 
earth, Nevertheless, L was obliged to take it up and bear 
it; and although my sermon was without form and void, 
yet God blessed the blundering effort and gave me favor 
in the sightof the people.  Lwent on to the next appoint- 
ment, and attended to the duties of a traveling preacher, 
but had no comfort. My mind, for three weeks, was eon- 
stantly harassed by the enemy, and alternated between 
hope and despair. Thus Leentinued oli Larrived at West 
Union, and bere a tresh trial awaited me. The meeting 
was held in brother Shultz’s house, and when [rose up 
to commence the exercises, whe should eontront me but 
Mr. Joho Compbeil a lawyer, subsequently a judge but 
new deeeased, who had come expressly for the purpose of 
taking dewn amy sermen in short hand! He was one of 
my former dost ingaite trends. My thoughts beeame 
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and had left a few tines for me. My heart beat denise 
as Lepened and reed the contents of the letter. It stated 
that To was appointed to Wills Creek cirenit, to travel 
alone. Can it be possible, thought 1, that the bishop has 
sent me to that charge alone, with all my ignorance and, 
Inexperience 2 The nearest appointment on the cireuit, 
wes one hundred snd thirty miles from home, and to move 
my family that distanee would be a considerable wnder- 
taking; beside my utter want of qualitieation to superin- 
tend a cireuit, made me feel extremely unpleasant, A 
ereat confliet arose in my mind, whether L should gO oF 
not. EF supposed the bishop was not. sufficiently ac- 
quainted with the frets in the ease, and that the partiality 
of my friends induced him to make an appointment which 
never would have resulted from personal knowledge of my 
incapacity. [tock the whole subject before the Lord in 
priyer. After fanily worship Lwent into the loom-house 
and commeneed praying to God te give me some sure 
indication in regard to his will in this matter. 1] wrestled 
all night in supplieaton, but found no relief. Morning 
eame, and Lwent into my house and sat down by the 
table, on whieh was the family Bible, almost distracted. 
Toasked the Lord, if there was a promise in that book 
which would give me direction and sete the doubtful 
state of my mind, to direet me to it. On opening the 
Dihle the first passage on whieh my eyes fell was Deuter 
oOnomy xxxiil, 25: ‘Thy shoes shall be iron and brass: and 
cus thy days, so shall thy strength be? ‘This promise was 
applied to my heart by the Holy Spirit with tremendens 
power, and L shouted and praised God with all my soul. 
My denbts and fears all left me, and T told my beloved 
wire that T now had toith to believe that Ged would bcd 
care of me and guide me aright. 

As soon as Leould get all things in eee 
pared to start for omy eireuit. Lo shall never forget the 
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including all the branches on which there were “settlements, 
io the mouth; thenee up the Puscaca wats, wh New 
Philadelphia, to One-les Nimishilling ; thence up 2 
ro Canton, and on to Carter's; thence to ae 
down said creck to the mouth; thence down the 
rawes to Willian: Butts’s, and thence down to the a mouth 
of Whitewoman; thence, after crossing the r river, a 
in all the veitlements of the Wapatomica, down to Zanes- 
ville, the place of beginning. ree 
i sentenced upon this work with great fear and t 7 r mbling 
No where, in all the round, could I tind a place for my 
family to Hive, and hence I was driven to the necessity cof 
building acabin, which 1 located on the Leatherwood 
of Wills creck, fourteen miles west of Barnesville. at 
ter wettiny it ready for occupancy, L wrote to my father, 
requesting him to bring my family, and after a separation 
of four months we had the pleasure of m 
We took possession ot our diaumble cabin, ales by fours 
teen feet. which proved sufficiently capacious, as we had 
nothing but a bed and some wearing apparel. My funds 
being wl exhausted, I sold the boots olf my. feet ty pure 
chase provisions with; and afier making all the prepara 
tion that I could to render my family comfortable, can 
out seni upon my ecireuit, to be absent four weeks. 
Insteud of taking a cireuitous route to reach my be 
pointments, LE proceeded across the country Uirengh she 
woods, aud after traversing hilla and yvalea, without a. | 
to euide me, P was thrown considerably out ef my courte, 


About sunset I struck a frace leading trom Cambriige ta 


Cudiz, end night overtaking me as T was flowing this 
path, Leame to the eabin of an old Lyish gendonan, # 
fomen Catholic. On enter wg this habiation in the 
woods, [found the femily a: ther evening repast. They 
eecupied one side of the fireplace, and a calf, which \ wa 
jiusy exiting & thess of pumpkins, occupied the other. I 
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power to the hears of the people; many were awakened, 
wnd a yood work began. Soon after the old) genteman 
experienced religion, and also his sun John; and they, 
with other members of the family, joined the Church 
The futher lived a consistent life and dicd a happy deat 
and the son became a talented and uscful exhorter. 
Many were the difticulties I had to encounter in travel- 
ing this circuit. The country was new, and the people 
were generally ignorant and wicked. Sometimes while 
trying to preach, they would interrupt me by eursings and 
mockings, and frequently they would threaten me with 
chastisement, but none of these things moved me. ‘My 
want of experience and conscious inability to preach 1 the 
Gospel as a workman that need not be ashamed, led ‘me 
to seck, with great carnestness, the suncuiyiny influences 
of the Spiritof God, and to devote every spare hour to 
the study of the Tible. My place of study was the forest, 
and my principal text-books the Bible, Discipline, doc- 
trinal traets, and the works of Wesley and Fletcher. 
Otten, while in the woods reading my Dible oa my knees, 
and praying to God for the wisdom that cometh down 
from above, was my heart comforted. My feeble efforts 
were abundantly blessed, and many seals were given 7, 
wy ministry. The Lord revived his work at several 
pointments and opened my way, giving me aceess tot : 
hearts ofthe people. Atene time Limade an appointnvent 
en Sugar ereck, bat when | came to it there was no house 
for me to preach in. Accordingly J called the people 
together under a large oak ina small prairie. The peepie, 
— however, would not eome near me, but stood in the plam 
‘bishes around, and I preached to them, in they biding- 
places, Jesus Christ and the resurrection. At my secoml 
appoimiment they seemed les: fearful, and 1 gained a 
mich on their confidence that | ventured to make ahd 
polnunent for my bext rowid at Mr. Cory’s howse, 
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vows: the discase was rebuked, and his health he to 
return. Before, however, he was fully restored, hes went 
to a corn-husking, and was again overeome by stron 
drink. He was Gained: in a state of intoexieation, inte 
the house. and Tadd on a bed; end no further attention 
was paid te him tlbafter supper, when the party besan to 
elear the room for a dance, The room being small, it 
WAS necessary to remove the bed: but when they came to 
wake S. from his drunken slumbers, they found him dead, 
His soul had been summoned away. Wheat an awful 

warning to backsliders and drankurds! Reader, Dave 
you denartad from God by sin and transeression ? Mees 
turn, O return speedily, lest you be tilled with your own 
ways, Remember God will not always be mocked. Have 
you been in the habit of drinking? Quit it instantly: ¢ ( 
not where it is: ‘‘taste not, toueh not, handle not,” or 
yon are gone forever, O, look not upon the wine when 
it is red, when it giveth its color in’ the eup, when it 
moveth itself aright; for at last if biteth like a serpent, 
and stingeth Tike an adder.” Duath and demnation are 
in the inaddentng draucht; therefore, fly from the insidi- 
ous destrover. 

Another alarming judgment occurred in the esse of 
M. P. about this time, He had embrace? infidelity, and 
was a boasting diseiple of Tom Paine. Ona pubis ween- 
sion he was heard te say that he was a deliberate eneny 
of Jesus Christ, and would only five to oppose him and 
his religion; confirming the declaration by several swfal 
oaths and impreeations. The following week he beteinte 
suddenly deranged, and became such a furious qd 
that if was necessary te pat him in close confinement, 
His baceard features snd demon-like scowl were tra 
terrific, and his language was horrible avd blasphemous 
beyond expression. Te raved as though torn by a then: 
sand furies, guashed his teeth, and gnawed Lis bla phies 
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aftee putting him in the stable, he came in and asked me 
who Twas. Teave him my name and vocation. While 
Twas drying my pants by the fire, supper was announced, 
which [ate with great relish, After prayers, and conver: 
sation on a variety of topies, L went to bed. While. sit- 
ting, in the morning, by the fire, trying to rub some plin- 
bility into myonow dry and hard leather breeches, the 
Jandlord came in and presented me with a fine pair of 
new Jesyins, and a dollar in the bargain. This kind act 
so filled me with eratitude to God that made the bar- 
room ring with shouts of praise. [realized the truth of 
that proverb, “Te that hath pity on ih poor, lendeth to 
the Lord; and he shall be repaid again.” 

Some time in June the Rev. James Quinn—the oeae 
ing elder of the districti—sent brother John Strange, of 
blessed memory, to travel with me, Tle was then quite 
ayeuth, and had just entered the field as an itinerant 
preacher. His person was tall and slender, but graceful, 
and his manners prepossessing and engaging. Although 
he could! not wear the armor of Saul, he soon learned te 
use the sting of David with admirable dexterity. Ife was 
unassuming and modest in oll his deportment to lis supe 
riers; kind and conciliatory in all his bearing to his equals, 
and affectionate and amiable to all. He possessed a voice 
of unusual sweetness, compass, and power, His singing 
would entranee the hearts of listening thousands; and 
have witnessed its effect as the silvery tones would rise, and 
swell, and fell upon the ear, like strains from heaven. Te 
wis nota literary man, in the ordinary aeceptation of that 
term: but, The the beekwoods preachers of those days, 
was velttanght: and, by deep communion with himself, 
and nature, and God, had acquired a knowledge of hu 
man nature and the springs of human action, that ena — 
bled him to wield a vast power over the minds of the 
thousands who crowded together to hang upon the elo- 
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charge, and had resolved only to ley it down with his 
body, cessing to work only when he ccased to five. - 
Wes my first colleague, my irae yoke-fellow. my 
friend, But he ihe done the errand of his Master, : ue 
entered into the joy of his Lord. Tle fought a good figh’, 
finished his course, kept the faith, and obtained the crown 
of eternal Hite. After trave! ling thirteen years in the Ohio 
eon rence, he was transferred to Indiana, where he 
labored eight or nine years, and died in Indianspolis in 
1632. Twenty-two years of his lite were spent in the 
vineyard of the Lord; and many in eternity’s morning 
Will hail him as their herald to the land of bliss. A short 
Ume before his death he sent me the following message: 
“Tell my old friend, brother Finley, that all is wel 1 
sual) soon be athome. Glory to God for the prospect 1 
have of mecting him there!’ Yes, sainted one, L shall 
soon meet you in that upper, better sanctuary. 1 
that the frosts of fifty winters, in the herd-fonght field of 
itinerant lif, will soon ewuse me to fede Tike the lea of 
an Indian sumaser; and [shall sleep with my fathers aral 
brothers on the bosom of my Savior and my God, 

the first camp meeting ever held in (his region of eoun- 
try was on the land of Mr. James Clark, on Tusearays a9 
river. This meeting produced a great excitement among 
all classes of ite! and they came from «ll parts of the 
country to attend it. The Moravians, who resided a short 
distance above, were prohibited, by their good old priest, 
from attendmg; bat, notwithstanding all the adbmonitigas 
to prevent their attendance, when the time grrived tor 
~hoiding the meeting, many were there. Quite a number 
af iheve people pias religion; and so powerful 
was the manifestation of the Spirit of God, that multi- 
tudes were converted, and hundreds went away deeply 
and powertully convicted om account of their sins, As 
ustial on all such o¢easions, the spirit of persecution wies 
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that the old Jady, who was an attentive listener on the 
outside, thrust open the door, exelaimme with a Joud 
voice, “My God, Tean stay out no Jonger!? ‘Thay at 
they all joined the elass, ond we had a season of 2 
rejoieing. The members who were dissatistied at ee 
stand Thad previously taken in carrying out the rules, 
now came tome and said, ‘You did just right.” 

Some vears after T stopped to see the old people. As T 
approached the house, old brother Bowers was standing 
inside the bars: Issid to him, “Brother Bowers, please let 
down the bars, that [may ride into the yard.” No,” 
siid be, *tbrother, you must let down the bars yoursell, 
You made me lay down the bars onee to get into the 
Church. now you must take down i bars and come into 
my house, and you shall be weleome.”? This man and his 
family were very consistent: members of the Church and 
ornaments of their profession. 

At the mouth of One-les, in the bounds of my cirenit, 
there lived a hunter and trapper. Tle spent the most of 
his time in the woods and mingled but tittle with society. 
He was looked upon by the neighbors as mther az object 
of dread than otherwise. As I had a Jong ritle between 
my appointments, I coneluded, one day, to take his cabin 
in my route and stop with him and his family, and per 
haps Lmight be able to do them seme good. Aceord- 
inoly T rode up to his rude habitation and asked him if I 
could get something for myself and borse to eat. He 
cast a sour look at me and erustily replied, “I suppos 
you ean.’ 1 got off my horse and walked in, and while 
his wife was making preparations for a meal, T looked uw 
and saw bis rifle suepended apon hooks over tae door, 
Said 1 to him. ‘* You have a good-looking gun haaging 
there.” He replied, “Yes.” . 

“Are you a good shot, Mr. Reeves?" 

“JT count myself among the very best.” 
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assented, and getting his traps we started. On the way i 
proposed to take half the taps and act them, that we 
miicht see which had the best luck. He agreed to oe 
‘id we went on setting trap about. When a favorable 
opportunity presented itself T commenced conversing with 
him about the salvation of his soul and the souls of his 
family, and preaehed to him Jesus and his salvation, At 
first he seareely knew how to take me; but seeing my 
earnestness and sincerity, at length he yielded to ‘the 
pore of truth, and he burst out into passionate expres- 
sions of erief. After setting the traps we returned to che 
trapper’ shome. 1 prayed with the family that night and 
also in the morning, and started on my way. On m 
Hext Visit the Gapper and his wife obtained the pardon a 
the peace of God, and [formed a class at his house and 
appointed bir the leader, 

One of the most tragical events ever recorded, cecurred 
within the bounds of this cireuit at the Village of Guaden- 
hutten, March 8 1782. ‘The Moravian Missionaries, w hase 
weal ix unquenched by the snows of Lapland, and whose 
energy braves the burning sands of Arabia and Africa, 
iat penetrated these western wilds before the white man 
had made his settlement, and had succeeded i in establishing 
missions on the Tusearawas, among the Delaware Indians. 
They bad ihree stations on the river; tunely, Gnaden- 
lutten, Shoenbrun, and Salem. These villages Were bes 
cupied by the Indians, all of whom had become Christian 
ized, and were peacelully engaged in the various pursuit 
of civilizauion. 

Several depredations having been committed by hastile 
Indians, bout the tne of which 1 am writing, on thé 
fronticr inhabitants of Western Pennsylvania and Vir 
iinia, they determined iw retaliate, and a company of one 
hundred meen was raised and placed under the conn 
af Colonel Williamson, as a corps of volunteer militia. 
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previewsly adopted to secure the Indians whom they had 
at first decoyed into their power, and accordingly they 
were bound, and contined in two houses, sceurely guarded, 
On the arrival of the Indians from Salem—their arms 
having becn secured without any suspicion of their hostile 
intentions—they were at once seized, fettered, and divided 
between the two prison-houses, the males in one, and the 
females in the other. The number thus eonfined in both 
houses, including men, women, and children, amounted 
to from ninety to one hundred. 

AC couneil was then held to determine how the Mora- 
vian Indians should be disposed of. This self-constituted 
military court consisted of both officers and privates. 
Williamson put the question whether the Iidians should 
be taken, prisoners, to Port Pitt, or put to death, request- 
ing those whe were in favor of saving their lives to march 
out of rank, and form a second rank in advance. Only 
eighteen, out of the whole number, stepped out as the ad- 
voeates of merey. In these the feelings of humanity pre- 
vailed : but in the others, constituting the lerge majority, 
humanity and justice were utterly extinet. They fad de- 
liberately come to the conclusion to warder the whole of 
the Christian Tndisns in their power. Among the doomed 
were several who lad contributed to aid the missionaries 
in the work of eouversion and civilization: two of whom 
emigrated trom New Jersey after the death of their prae- 
tor, Rev. David Brainard. One Indian fermale, whe eanld 
speak good Engtish, fell upon her knees before Willam- 
son, the commander, and begged roost eloquently and pit- 
eously for his protection; but all her supplications and 
pleadings were unheeded by the heartless and dastardly 
wretch, who ordered her to predare for death. 

They bad anticipated the cruct fate thet awaited them; - 
wid their oa of praise and fervent prayers eanended 
from their prises, during the whole of that eventin! bight. 
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lar, and witnessed its blackened and dilapidated walls, 
and learned with what fortitude those poor Moravian In- 
dian brethren met their martyr fate, some of them prais- 
ing God to the last, others, like their divine Master, pray- 
ing for their murderers, none can tell the deep and 
overwhelming feclinzs of my soul. But, blessed be God! 
Satan can only go the length of his chain! The ax of 


persecution can only cut down the separating wall that 


Jets the saint into heaven, The fires can only consume 
the mortality, from which the deathless spirit is evolved, 
and from whence it shall go, as in chariots of fire, to 
heaven. 

At this settlement LI found the Rev. Mr. Mortimer, who 
had charge of the Indians, and the Rey. George Godfrey 
Miller, who had charge of the whites in the Moravian 
reservation, Here I ventured to go and preach, and the 
Lord owned and blessed his word; many were awakened 
and converted. 1 formed a class. and appointed a leader. 
This rather displeased old father Miller, and he wrote me 
a letter, requesting me to leave the reservation, and not 
preach there any more. Psent him word that | eould not 
do that; as my commission was to go into all the world, 
and preach the Gospel to every creature; and that, as 
soon as Twas able, I intended to obey the Divine com- 
mand; and if he had any thing to say, he must say it to 
my Master. 1 furthermore said, if he could) aseertain 
from the Lord that my field of Inbor did not include the 
reservation. then Po wernt eomply with his request, and 
retire, “The next week the old gentleman walked four 
miles, to brother Warr’s, to meeting. L asked him to 
preach for us, which he did; and after meeting, at my 
request, he remeined with us in class, where he received, 
with all of us. a powerful blessing. The whole class was 
ina flame of Jove and jev: and the old Moravian) saint 
erucht the fire, and shouted, as loud as any of us, the 
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CHAPTER LT,  Ooeutiees 


LOST iN THE MOUNTAINS. 


Ix the bounds of my first circuit lived sister cats 
history of whose wonderful deliverance, by Providence, 
was related to me with her own lips, and I will narrate it 
for the benefit of my readers, te, suey Se 

Mrs. Boarer, the heroine and narrator of the story, was 
the wile of Mr. George Boarer, and was, by education and 
parentage, a Koman Catholie. Her parents were natives 
of Berkley county, Va., and, at the time, were residents 
of the country in the vieinity of Sleepy ereck. Early on 
the morning of the 7th of January, 100, she Jeft home 
oa a borrowed horse, to cross the Capen Mountains, to 
visit her aged parents, She took with her an infant child, 
a dauchter, seven months old. The snow upon the 
mountains was three feet deep, and the weather was ex- 
ecedinely cold. For defense, and company’s sake, she 
took with her the house-dow, a very large spaniel Uay- 
ing wained the top of the mountain range, she concluded 
to leave the great road, and, by a short cut, arrive the 
same night at her father’s house. 

She had, Lewever, not proceeded far before she found. 
herselt bewt'dered, and, in consequence, becoming tright> 
ened, She dered not turn back, but wandered about 
through the mountein till night had settled its gloom over 
the world. She tien dismounted: and having fastened 
her horse 40 @ sapling, ehe prepared a plies, as well os 
eiremmstances would admit, where te pass the night. Phe 
show, as betere remarked, was three feet deep; the dark- 


M 
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Accordingly, she started back, and, on her way, hung up 
her apron on a bush, and afterward a handkerchief, as 
signs of distress, in hope, though indeed but faint hope, 
that some passing hunter might see one or the other, and 
come to her relief. Late in the afternoon of Saturday, 
and with creat difficulty, she regained her lodziny-place. 

But feeling now the dread of passing another night in 
so desolate a place, and summoning that indomitable spirit 
of courage, peculiar to her sex when i difficulty and 
danger, and seeing the sun fast declining, she determined 
to change her course, and make one more desperate effort 
to gain some settlement. Throwing off part of her ap- 
parel, in order to be less ineumbered, she began again to 
contend with the snow, roeks, and caverns of the mount- 
ains, and at length came to a deep, narrow gorge, down 
the sides of which she could not descend with her child. 

She looked up and down, but could see no place that 
offered an easier passece than the one before her. She 
hesitated a moment, but having no other alternative, she 
threw her child over, and then followed herself. By tak- 
ing hold of the Jaurel bushes on the opposite side of the 
ravine, she managed to crawl up to the place where her 
child lighted, which, to her great joy, she found uninjured, 
save by a slight serateh on its faec, caused by its falling 
on the erust of the snow. Resuming her journey, she 
came upon a hoy-path, which led to a cleft of ahebying 
rocks Where these animals were aceustomed to sleep. 

She had now traveled--as was afterward ascertained— 
one mile and a half Here she might have remained shel- 
tered for the night, but fearing the return of the half- 
starved hogs, and that herself, her child, and her dog, 
might all become a sudden prey to their voraciousness, 
and her family never jearn their fate, she imn 
resumed her mareh, and, weary and faint, made her way 
about three hundred yards off, to the side of the mount 
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resorted to another expedient. It was this: She pinned 
her child’s bonnet around the dog’s neek and sent him to 
solicit help. The poor animal, as if pertcetly understand- 
ing her meaning, started of immediately, and was afier- 
ward tracked to the house nearest to his distressed mis- 
tress, and then to amill: but, it being Sabbath daz and 
extremely cold, the dwellings were all shut up and no one 
saw him, and in en hour or two he returned and tock up 
his station. When it was becoming about feeding time 
she commenced calling again, aid a man on the top of a 
stack of hay heard her, and teld his wite that he heard 
something on the mountain making a noise like a person 
in distress; and he went to a neighbor and told him the 
same thing; to which the latter, however, only replied, “1 
suppose it must be a panther.’ This night was likewise 
spent in making her peace with God, and she stated to me 
that if she had perished that night she had no doubt but 
that she would have gone to heaven. Part of the night 
Was spent in great anxiety about her child. Ter fauithtwi 
Gog, as he had done before, kept close te her, and would 
lay dewn precisely where told to. This cireumstaner. in 
connection with that of being covered with snow, — her 
from freezing to death. 

In the morning, which was Monday, she commen 
ealling, the third tine, for help. Her elothes RP che 
tothe ground, and kept her trom rising, and her exhaus- 
tien was complete, She ealled like one yielding to de- 
spars but the wind being now favorable, a man whe was 
fooding bis steek heard her volee. os also did: lis wile in 
the house, whe was intimately aequainted with the dis- 
tressed Leroine of our narrative, ond who said to her 
husbend, “Tf Polly Boarer was near, [ should say it was 
her voice.” Jaanes Smith and John M’iptyre took their 
guns, and mounted chelr horses and started, but were 
deceived in their eomrse by the cehoes of Mrs. Boarer’s 
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CHAPTER XTi. . — 
THE DOOMED CHIEFTAIN, ' 


DvrtyG this summer an event occurred, on the cirean 
adjoining the one which T traveled, of a tragical and mel- 
ancholy character; and, as L propose, in conneetion with 
my own biography, to furnish the reader with a 
rancous history of the times in which L lived, I will relate 
the circumstances connected with that event. 

On the evening of the first day of June six: Wraadost 
warriors went to the house of Mr. Benjamin Sells, on the 
Svinte river, about iwelye miles above the spot where new 


stands the city of Columbus. They were equipped in the 


most warlike manner, apd exhibiied, during their stay, an 
anusiad degree of agitation. Having ascertained that an 
vid Wyendott chief, for whem they had been making dili- 
gent inquiry, was then encamped, at a distance of about 
twoomiles further up, on the west bank of the river, they 
expressed a determination to put him tu death, and imme: 
Giately went off in the dircetion of his lodye. th ayedl 
‘These facts were comnnipicated, early on the enswing 
ordre. to Mr dodin Ses, whe now resides in the villige 
» Dubin, on the Seioto, about two ailes from the plaice 
where the doomed Wvyandott met his face. . Mr. Sells tun. 
mediately proceeded up the river, on horseback, im ques 
of the Indians, He soon arrived at the lodge, which ke 
fownd simaied in 4 grove of sugartrees, clase to the bank 
ot the river. The six warriors were seated, in consulta 
tion, wt the distawce of 4 few rods from the lodge. The 
old chief was with them, evidently in the chavacter of 4 
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unwilling to subject themsetves to the displeasure of their 
savaye visitors by any interference with their operations 
He then proposed to release the chief! by purchase—oll-r- 
ing to the captain, for that purpose, a fine horse, of the 
value of three hundred dollars. “Let me him see,’’ said 
the Indian. The horse was accordingly brought forward, 
and closely examined; and so much were they staggered 
by this proposition, that they again repaired to their place 
of consultation, and remained in council a considerable 
lenyth of time before it was finally rejected, 

The conference was again terminated, and five of the 
Indians began to amuse themselves with running, jump 
ing, and other athletic exereises. ‘The captain took ne 
part with them. When again inquired of as to the time 
of execution, he pointed to the sun, as before, and indi. 
eated the hour of four. ‘The prisoner then walked slowly 
to his camp, partook of a dinner of jerked venison 
washed, and arrayed himself in his best apparel, and 
afterward painted his face. His dress was very rich-- 
his hair gray, and his whole appearance graceful and 
commanding, At his request the whole company drew 
around him at the ledye. He had observed the exertions 
made by Mr. Sels in his behalf. and now presented to 
him a written paper, with a request that it might be read 
to the company. Tt was a reeommendation, signed by 
Governor Tull and, in complianee with the request of 
the prisoner, itowes fixed and left upon the side of alae 
free, ata shert distance trom the wigwam. 

The hour of exeewtion being close at hand, ee chet 
sheok hands im silenee with the surrounding spectators. 
Ou coming to Mr Sells he appeared much moved, grasped 
his hand warmly <poke for a few minutes in the Wyan- 
dow kingaage, and pointed to the heavens, Te then 
tamed from the wigwem, and, with a voice of surpessimg 
strength and melody, commenced the chant of the deatn- 
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brandished the weapon on high for a single moment, and 
then siruck with his whole strength. The blew descended 
directly upon the crown of the head, and the vietim im- 
mediately fell prostrate, After he had Jain awhile in the 
avonies of death, the Indian captain directed the attention 
of the white men to the drops of sweat which were gath- 
ering upon his neck and face, remarking, with much ap- 
parent exult ei that it was conclusive proof of the sul 
ferer’s guilt Again the executioner advanced, and, with 
the same weapon, inilieted two or three additional and 
heavy blows. 

As svon as life was entirely extinct, the hea was hast: 
ily buried, with all i's apparel and decorations, and ihe 
assemblage dispersed. The Wyandotts: returned imme- 
diately to their hunting-grounds, and the white men to 
their homes. 

Around the spot where his bones repose, the towering 

forest has now given place to the wrain tield; and the soil 
above him has, for years, been furrowed and refurrowed 
by the plowshare. The Wrandott nation, to whom the 
old chief belonged, never aiterward were — te 


the tribe that killed him. 
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permitted to witness the fruit of my labors in the awaken: 
Ing and conversion of sinners to God. ; 

At Bowling Green the Lord visited us with a reat and 
powerful revival. Many souls were converted and made 
to rejoice with a joy unspeakable and full of glory. Mul- 
titudes were alsu added to the Church, and the people of 
God were yreaily refreshed in spirit. But as it is in 
almost all revivals so in this—the devil was roused from 
his slumbers in hearing the prison-doors fly open and the 
chains fall off from the captives, and like Giant Despair, 
in good old Bunyan’s VPilgrim’s Progress, he hastened to 
defend his castle. During our night meetings the emis- 
sarics of Satan cut the people’s clothes with scissors as 
they engayved in prayer. They also eut the saddies and 
bridles of the horses. ‘This, however, only inereased the 
zeal of God’s people, and drove them more closely to the 
Lord and to each other. 

A vreat and glorious work also broke out at Mount 
Vernon. At this place there lived an Indian woman, who 
Was united In marriige to aman who had been a prisoner 
in the ibe to which she belonged. She was in the habit 
vt attending our meetings, and seemed to take a great 
interest in all our exercises. On one occasion, atter 
preaching, she stuid in class, and when J came round L 
spoke to her on the subieet of her soul's salvation. She 
wept and ssid, Me tou bad, me no Joye get good, me too 
tnuch sin, me sick, me ne sicep. me no eat, me walk all 
night, me no look to Great Spirit; he nu love me, me so 
bad.’ LT teld her to pray to the Great Spirit and he 
would bless her. Tacked her if she did not love her child 
when it did bad and then was serry for it,  O yes, me 
" Thea said T,.*God will pity, amt Deiwy 
and save you when you ery and are sorry for your-sins.” 
At this she went away weeping as though her heart would 
break. At the next meeting of the class she came again, 
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erty in the gratifieation of this monste 

town meeting, Mr. Gavit was appvinted 
most wholesome arrangement. Every conce 

was used by the wuardian to break up the habit ah tee 
euptain, and every inducement was offered to get him 
restored to subriety. All, however, proved in vain. As 
a Jasi resort, he touk him to camp mecting; for, although 
he lad no faith in religion, and eared not for any of its 
exercises, he believed, from what he had seen and heard, 
that the Methodists had seme process by wines gia 
could transform a drunkard into a sober man. am 

The time at length arrived, and, with much ere 
sion and physical foree, he succeeded in getting Mr. Js. 
into the carriage, in company with himself, Mrs. Gavit, 
and their eldest son. On Saturday they arrived on the 
ground, and pitched their tent that evening. In the 
mean time the captain stole away from their observation, 
and beenme intoxicated. Mr. Gavit went and brought 
him into the tent, A. striet wateh wus. now kept over 
him, lest he should again run away. The Sabbath passed 
away, and B. became pertectly seber, In the evening 
God opened heaven, and Jet down glory on the) eeatape 
went. A praying cirele was formed: and Mr. Gavit, 
taking the captain by the arm, said, Let us 2o inte the 
circle, for T have neceght you here to get  Mahee gated 
snd wow ia the tinte.’ 

T saw them coming: and as they sisted: tue lia} 
me if they could get in. Lmade a way for them in the 
erowd, and they passed in, After succeeding in getting 
as close ats possible to those who were nase tg 
the exercises, Mr. Gavit said to the captain, — se 8 

“Who will veu have to pray for you?” ham. 

“7 don’t want any one to pray for me,” oman shoe 

“But you must eet down on your eS cepleion el 
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their way home, giving glory to God. Shortly after this 
the captain was happily converted, When I came 
L formed a class, consisting of these four persons: anid 
this was the introduction of Methodism into Granville. 
All these dived happy Christians. Mr. G. had two younver 
sons tha! embraced religion, and became efficient and use: 
ful traveling preachers. 

We were not only favored. at this camp p ieee, with 
the presence of our beloved bishops, but alse by the pres- 
ence of the Rey. Robert Maney, a flaming herald of the 
cross. and pioncer of the Gospel in the west, 1 shail 
never forget the first ime Tsaw him, At a exmp meci- 
inv, held at brother John Collins’s, on the east fork of the 
Little Miami, in the year preceding the one about whieh | 
am writing, | had the pleasure of an introduction to this 
devoted and talented minister, by brother calianey! “he 
represented him as his spiritual father, 

When he arose in the stand, all eves were. sci 
toward him. Instead of giving out a hymn, as is cus- 
tomary on such eeeasions, betore preaching, le com. 
meneed, ina full, clear, and musieal voice, singing thea 
excecdingly-Impressive, spiritual sone, 

“Awaked by Sinai’s awful seam, 
My soul in guilt and thrall P found; — 


[knew not where to go, 


Oerahelmed with guilt, and anguish slain, 
The sinner must be bore again, 
Or sink to endless woe.” F 


Before le had finished singing the fourth verse, the 
power of God come down, and pervaded the wast assem- 
bly, and it beestne agitated—sweling and surging lhe 
the sen ina storm. Lt seemed as if the glory of Ged 
filled the entire encampment. At this meeting, ianay be 
said, the power of Manley reached its culminating point 
Never did be preach with greater eloquence and power; 
hor were his ellorts ever crowned with greater sucress 
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more orderly coperemation, and formed a class. At this 
place To continued to preach regularly during the year, 
and was permitted to witness some fraits of my labors. — 

On one of my tours down the north fork of Lickine, 
one evenine Lheard, not far from me, the report of a rile, 
and instantly heard some one seream as if shot, It was 
getting dark, and TL rede on to brother Robinson's, and, 
after being there a short time, a messenger came and 
mformed us that aman had been shot up the creck. We 
uamediately started for the plice where he was reperted 
tohave been shot, and found the track and blood in the 
snow. We traced the wounded man as far as the ereek, 
which he had crossed, and, following him by the blood 
which had spurted from his wound at every jump, as from 
a stricken deer, for about one mile, where we found him in 
acabin, with a family. Tle was shot through the body; 
but, being in a steopine position, the ball escaped his 
vitds. The man who shot him was a neighbor; to whom 
the wounded man had been a great iriend, De ted 
lowned his murderer a sum of money: and for simply ash- 
iog the payment of 2 part of it, the debtor determined om 
Filling him, for the purpose, doubtless, of getting cleer of 
the whole debt Tt appeared, from the testimony oi hie 
worded man, that he had followed him a mile, aad made 
ayveral attempts to shoot, but was deterred, from seme 
cause or other, till he arrived at that fatal spot. We 
bound up his wounds in the best manner we were able, 
and, after praying with him, returned heme. A similar 
eese cecurred a few vears since, in the melancholy death 
of Dr. Parkman, of Bootom. O, the wickedness of the 
lumen heart! Who can know a? 

Soon after our second eamp incetme 4 glorious mse 
commenced at the house of brother John’s. Aker preach. 
ing, aid tuerlmy lise, the company. separated, and went 
in ditierent directions, to their hemes, On the way, 4 
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ing, who seemed to have been possessed of the devil 
His ravings and blasphemy shock:d all who heard him. 
He boastingly exclaimed that he defied the power of 
God; aud that those who had fallen were overeome by 
the influence of fear, or nervous weakness. While this 
stout-hearied youny man was listening to the fervid clo- 
quence of the youns woman before described, he sprang 
suddenly from his feet, and fell his whole length on the 
floor. Had he been shot through the heart, he would not 
nave fallen more suddenly, or been more lifeless to all 
appearance, Here was a marked demonstration of the 
power of God, in irresistible conviction; and 1 determined 
to watch the issue closely. His companions in sin were 
terribly alarmed, and many of them hurried away. After 
lying a short time, the limbs of the young man became 
perfectly rigid, and remained in this state for eight hours, 
when they relaxed, and he was seized with convulsions of 
such an intense and powerful character, that it seemed as 
theugh be must div trom the agony. While thus torn, as 
the demonized youny man in the Gospel, til the hearts 
of wi were wrung with sympathy at his sulerimes, and 
sume began to fear the consequences, instantly le sprang 
tu his feet, praising God for his salvation, and exhorting 
ait his friends to seck an interest in the Savior. Pls con- 
version Was a matter of astonishment to all, One man, 
who was inveterately opposed to the revival, said that at 
was the work of the devil. J replied, @1f it be a work of 
the devil, when this young man recovers from this state 
“he will curse and swear as formerly; but if it be a work 
of God, his oaths and curses will be turned into prayers 
and praises.” When the cainsayer witnessed the wonder 
ful change wroaght on the young mem, he was eun- 
founded, and went away, 
The Lord crowned our Ishors this year with shea 
success, Upward ef owe hundred were added to the 
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wander, or what will be his end, who departs from the 
good and the right way. A few years after Thrap and 
Fleming went off with the Radicals. Pigman, Parks, and 
Pumplrey, only three out of nine Jocal preachers on the 
cireuit, remained faithtul to their high ealling, They 
lived for many years tu preach the Gospel in destitute set- 
tlements, and do good in every department of the Church 
for which they were fitted, and having finished the work 
assigned them, they entered into rest. While die *mem- 
ory of the wicked shail rot, the righteous shall be aaah in 
everlasting remembrance.” * 

Brother Crataer, the person with whom 1 boarded, and 
one of the most devoted of Christians, and talented and 
useful exhorters, fell into this fatal error and became a 
New Light preacher. But, alas! like his deluded compar- 
ions, he departed from God and reaped the bitter fruits— 
poverty, sin, and death! The memory of these men 
shouwkl prove as beacons to warn all of the dangerous 
rocks on which they wrecked their hopes. 

On this cireuit lived oid brother Carpenter, whose son 
Samuel has sinee become a useful local preacher. Brother 
Carpenter resided in St. Albans township, and, being m- 
vited, T went to Lis house and preached. This was the 
first sermon ever preached in the township. ; 

On Owl ereek there lived a Universalist, who like fixe 
most of them, was full of controversy; and to hear him 
otolk, ene would imavine that he considered himself able 


ty overturn all orthodoxy, and even “wiser than seven 


Woon who could render a reason.’ He always came tea war 
mcetings, and invariably pressed me to go home with him. 
I was considerably annoyed by the fellow, and one dam, for 
the purpise of getting rid of him, agreed to accompany 
him heme. Le was s real backwoods hunter, rough emi 
ncowh i his manners, He lived about four miles from 
Ue appointment, sud we starved through the woods, trav 
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home siek, with lis brother James, and remained = the 
next annual conference. 

This cirenit received the name of Fairfield in 1809, and 
had been traveled the two preceding years by brother 
Ralph Lotspiech. He was of German descent, born ‘in 
Virginia, and raised in Tennessee, where he was converted 
to God and called to preach the Gospel. He was ex- 
tremely meek and unassuminy in all his manners and de- 
portment, decply pious, and always wore a serious: air, 
In his discourses he wept much, and from this cireum- 
stanee was called, by his brethren, the ‘weeping: prophet.” 
His pulpit Ixbors were characterized with close practical 
application to the consciences of his hearers, and attended 
with good results wherever he ministered. While travel- 
ing Deer Creek circuit he was attacked with sickness, 
whieh was unto death. Realizing that his work was done, 
he ealled Lis colleague to his belade: and told him to eet 
apiece of paper and make an inventory of his property. 
Thouvh he had but litle, he felt it his duty to “set his 
house in order? before he died. The task. which was a 
short and ensy one, being completed, and his tissets end 
liabilities reckoned up, he said, * Well, after paying my 
debts there will be one hundred dollars left, and that will 
support my wife and almost helpless children [two of 
them being twin babes| for one year, and then God will 
provide, Now,” said le to bis colleague, ‘my work is 
done, turn me over with my fare to the wall.” This 
being done, he commenced singing in soft but steed and 
plamtive tones, wae ies 
+ Great apoll I shall win re 
Prom desth, hell, and sin; 
"Midst omtwaerd wticticon, 
Siisll deel Christ within 
Ant when I'm t6 die, 
Receive me, YY ery; =" 
For Jeecs bath loved ma, on 
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stronvest societies were on Rush creck, at Hamilton's, 
Cooper's, Hog Run, and Thomas Pam's. Many strene 
men and mothers in Isracl had emigrated and settled in 
these neighborhoods. Inever shall forget the true-hearted 
Christian kindness and affection with which [was reecived 
and treated by the good, simple-hearted class at Hog Run. 
They took me in when a stranger, and comforted me by 
their counsel and prayers. [tis with no ordinary feclings 
of affection that 1 call these brethren to remembrance. 
Brother Pitzer and tamily were especially endeared to my 
heart. He has long since entered into rest, and his widow 
and children have emigrated to the far west. As I before 
remarked, | labored alone on this cireuit ull ater the 
General conference, which was held in May, when brother 
Isaae Quinn came on, with feeble health, frum the south, 
and, as far as circumstances would permit, labored with 
me. J 
This year will lone be remembered as the one in which 
this whele region was shaken by a mighty earthquake. 
On the night of the tweltth of February, | was awakened 
by the recking of the house in which L slept. Lt seemed 
as ify bedstead was on a rough sea, and the wanes 
were rolling under it, so sensible were the undulation 
Slight shocks were fels almost every day and aki poe 
some time. One day, while [ was preaching a funeral, 
the house began te roch and the cupboard doors few open, 
The people became alarmed and commenced shrieling and 
running. It was a ume of yreat terror to sinners. 
‘The greatest shock was felt on the sixteenth day of the 
month, Lt commenced at ten o'clock and Jaated fifteen 
minues, Twas then in the town of Putnam, oppesite to 
Zanesville, where the Lesislature was then in session, It 
wae reported that the steeple of the state house vibrated 
some five or six inehes, hke the pendulum of a clock, It 
Was a time of the meet awiul suspense. Consternation 
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and cried out, ‘For the great day of his wrath is come, 
and who shall be eble to stand? That night will never 
be forgotten in tine or eternity. Many hardened sinners 
fell, before the power of God, like those slain in battle, 
Many aio found pardon and salvation in saaclanidterlivae 
Limb. ty SM ee 
Ou my next round, after preaching at this place, Twas 
ubont to meet the elass—a thing which | never neglected 
when one of the brethren came to me and said, “Mr. dh. 
the ereat distiller of whisky, is here with his party, and 
they have determined to break into class meeting.” L 
placed old brother Hooper at the door, and charged him 
to keep it shut and let no one pass without permission. 
As our meeting progressed the members beeame happy, 
and began io sing and shout most Justily. This attracted 
the attention of old brother Hooper, and he beeame more 
interested in the meetnue than watchful of the deor, In 
the inean time TL, esme, lifted the lateh, opened the door, 
aad walked in. He had no seoner got in than brother 
Hooper reclosed (ie door and stood against it, fearing the 
oihers would follow the example of their leader, The 
ereat champion of whisky and infidelity was now ina hot 
place. and he seemed to be at a loss to know what to do, 
Twent up te him, and kindly Inying my arm around his 
neck began te recommend to him my loving Savier, At 
this he became somewhat enraged, but 1 held on te him 
and continued to press my entreaties. Presently he began 
toctremble from head to foot, like an aspen leat Stull ens 
eonraged, T poured the trath upon him, aud his agitation 
mereased, and letting 2o my held he sereamed out with 
ali his micht ond fell bis whole length upon the thoor, At 
that moment the excitement in the room was Intense, and 
if seemed as if heaven and earth had come together. ‘The’ 
noise might have been heatd o mile distant. —dkpothes 
point brother Heoper opened the door and eried to those 
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him nothing but the passage of Jordan. As he neared it 
the heavenly glory cleamed upon his brow; and no sooner 
did his fect touch the waters than an angelic convoy bore 
him sulely home. 

Again and again have I visited the grave of this sebetad 
one. Tt was in the woods—a lone, sequestered spot, 
where Solitude herself might have chosen a seat; and yet, 
to me, ne place could have been more favorable to reliz- 
ious meditaden., No pen could describe my feelings the 
first time I visited it alone. The forest cast its deep shade 
around, Scattered here and there were wild flowers, 
which, one has said, are the alphabet of angels, whereby 
they write on hills and plains mysterious truths. Around 
the grave was placed a rude inclosure. Here J read my 
Bible on my knees, and prayed, and sang, and otten did it 
seem tome that 1 was quite on the verge of heaven. 
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and entered into rest. Job Baker located, studied medi- 
cme, and went soath, Sinee then Lhave net heard any 
thing concerning Lis history. Jacob Hooper traveled vari- 
ous circuits Uil his health failed, when he located, and con- 
tinued, as far as circumstances would allow, to labor in 
the vineyard of his Lord. He yet lives, I believe, a good 
man and faithful minister. James Hooper still remains 
efiveuve, und theve is, perhaps, no traveling preacher in 
the connection who is more devoted to the missionary and 
Sabbath school cause, the latter particularly claiming his 
most earnest and faithful attention. Samuel Hamilton, 
all within a few years, has been a most Jaborious and 
efficient traveling preacher. For many years he served 
the Church as a presiding elder. Few sons in the Gospel 
have Jived to vracuate amone the fathers with more fidel- 
ity or honor, Though now worn down with toil aad halt- 
ing tu the tomb, he is calmly and patiently waiting the 
call of his Master to enter into rest. May his setting 
Sun in stniles decline, 
And bring a pleasing night!” 

Henry Baker also Jost his health on the roweh and toil- 
some field of itinerant life. It seemed to him thet his 
tnission was at anend, and following the leadings of Prov- 
idenee, he commenced the study of medicine, which he 
prosecuted with v gor and success. In due time he was 
admitted to practice, and by dist of appheation ana shits 
rese toy eminence on his profession. Tle became the tuver- 
ite physician of sore of our older bishops. After porme- 
ticing medicine for several years and hie healih being 
somewhat restored, he felt the returning fires ef Hiner- 
ancy glowing wihin his heart, and le aceordingiy re- 
entered the travel connection, where he remains to this 
day, a sound doctrinal and practices! divine, 
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since entered into rest. She could always be distin- 
guished in the Chureh, even in the latter day of Method- 
ist refinement, by her neat bat rich Quaker dress, She 
was a lady ef eduestion and refinement, and ardently 
attached tothe Church; and though ealled, trom her posi- 
tion in Jif, te mingle with the first class, vet never was 
ashamed of the humble society to which she beloneed. 
Her parlors were always open to prayer and class meet- 
ings. Every member of the tumily embraced religion at 
one time and another during life, and joined the Chureh. 
Four of the children have died; namely, Keziah, Lloyd, 
Marvaret, and Elizabeth. They all, | believe, died in the 
full assurance of faith, and in the hope of a glorious im- 
mortality. The sufferings of Lloyd were protracted and 
severe; but he bore them with the most exemplary pa- 
ticnce and fortitude to the last, frequently rejoicing in 
hope of the glory of God. Margaret—the wifted and 
accomplished Margaret—who early eave her heart to God 
and consecrated herself devotedly and exclusively to his 
service, ike one of earth's choicest towers, too bright 
and beautiful to last, was also called to join the company 
of the early dead in that better land. She was smitien 
before her life had reached its prime, and, sanctified by 
suffering, ripened for heaven. That the loving in life in 
death might not be divided, her younger sister soon fol- 
lowed her to the brighter mansions above, May all the 
mietubers of this househoid form an unbroken family in 
heaven! Two of the sons are traveling preaclers—the 
elder amember of the Ohio eonferener, and the a 
missionary on the shores of the distant Pacifie. 
But te resume my narrative, At Dillon's iron-works 
there were many who were grossly addicted tx habite et 
intoxication. My first appointment was at Mr. pore 
tavern, and the prospect was any thing but encourage 
White Lo was trying io preach many were pats 4 
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where it was re-ereeted and eontinued as a temple of wrace, 
That humble editiee remains to this day, and is walls sti 
echo the sound of thanksgiving and the voice of praise. 
In this neighborhood a gracious work of God was carried 
on, and anether broke out a few miles distant under the 
labors of a loca! brother—Rey. John Goshen. The place 
had been proverbial for wickedness and opposition to god- 
liness. ‘This Iaborer in the vineyard sought oat this field 
of wickedness, and took it into his werk. He continned 
to labor, and weep, and pray over the devoted inhabitants 
till the Lord heard and revealed his arm ef power. The 
devil’s kingdom was terribly shaken by the conversion of 
the great champion of wickedness, Mr. Savage. The 
practices of drunkenness and gambling ceased, and fear 
and trembling came upen the most vile and hardened sin- 
ners, and many were brought to realize that Christ had 
power on certh to forgive sins. These two revivals, like 
fires in a prairie, continued spreading till they met, and 
the reformation was truly great and glorious, One of the 
greatest, iD not. indeed, the greatest, scurees of wiekedness 
and misery resulted from the manufacture, sale. aiid use 
of intoxicating liquor: ind the evil, lamentable to be told, 
existed in the Church as well as elsewhere, Ardent spir- 
its were used as a preventive of disease. It was also 
regarded as a necessary beverage. A house could not be 
raised, a field of wheat cut down, nor could there be a log 
rolling, a husking, 2 quilting, a wedding, or a funeral 
without the aid of alechoh in this state of thines there 
was great laxity on the subject of drinking, and the min- 
isters as well as the menibers of some denominations im- 
bibed pretty freely. The only temperance society Crit 
thes existed, and, consequen‘}y, the only standard raived 
ageinst the overflowing scourge of intemperaner, was the 
Methodist Church. The General Rules of the society pro- 
hibited the use of intexienting drinks as a beverage, and 
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as Twas done, an old exhorier erme up to me and. said, 
ina fierce and anery tone, * Young man, T advise yeu to 
leave the cirenit and vo home, for you are doing mere 
harm than good; and if you can’t preach the Gospel and 
Jet people’s private business alone, they do not want you 
at all.” . 

Lreplied. “1 will nor go home; and T have a mission 
from God to break up this strong-hold of the devil. By 
his help I will do it, despite of all distillers and aiders 
and abettors in the Church,”’ 

Those of my brethren who were alive to God peer be 
me, and L drew the sword and threw away the scabbard, 
resolving to give no quarters and to ask no quarters in this 
war of extermination. An old and respectable Methodist, 
who had been in the habit of taking his morning dram 
for years, and who kept his bottle locked up in his trunk, 
came to reproye me, stating that he was in the habit of 
drinking, and had been so tor years, and he was not aware 
that he was any the worse for it. J told him it was a 
great merey that he had not become a drunkard, for L had 
vever known aman who was in the habit of drinking rex- 
ularly that did wot become a drunkard. He sail that be 
had a constant headache, and was obliged to use stimu- 
Janis for it. LT told him it was that very thine which gave 
him the headache; and if he would follow my advice aud 
quit the use of whisky and tea ull Lcame round again, 
which would be four weeks, and he was not eured of head- 
ache, then TP would submit to bis using such stimulants, — 

The old gentleman inade a pledge and kept it, and 
when Leame round, betore TP arrived at the house he came 
eut and told me he was well, having had no pain in his 
head for the last two weeks. He became a thorough-going 
temperance Inman, and proved a valuable auxiliary to the 
eatse.  Eneowraced in iny efforts to premote the cause of 
temperance, | suffered no opportunity to pass that [did 
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the first man who dared to trespass by cutting another 
inehoof his grain. Sui they kept on reaping, and he went 
oi with his bottle, swearing vengeanee. His friends fin- 
ished the dield, shocked up the grain, and went home. 
This cireurmstanee gave a fatal blow to whisky in that 
neighberhood af that Gime and for vears afterward. God , 
at fast exused vietery to turn upon the side of temperance, 
and the Church was delivered from the deadly evil, | 
This year a camp meeting was held st the Rushville 
eamp-sround. At thie meeting we were blessed with the 
presence of both of our beloved Superintendents—Asbury 
and M’Kendree. A row was raised, on Saturday, by 
abeut twenty lewd fellows of the baser sort. who came 
upon the ground intexicated, and had vowed they would 
break up the meeting. One of the preachers went to the 
leader for the purpose of vetting him to leave, but this 
only enraged him, and he struck the preacher a vielent 
blow en the face and knocked him down. Here the eon- 
flict began. The members saw that they mast either de- 
fend themselves ar allow the rnfiians to beat them and 
insult their wives and daughters, J+ did not take them 
lene to decide, They very soon placed theraselves in on 
attitude of defense. Brother Birkhammer, on execedingly 
stout man, seized their bully lender. who hud strack the 
preseber, and with one thrust of his brawny arm ernshed 
him down between two benches. The aiddeeump of the 
bully ran to his relief, but jf was to meet the same fate; 
for no sooner did he come fm teach of the Methodist dima; 
with crnshing force, be felt himself ground on the back 
of his comrade, in distress. Here they wers held ii 
diranee vile til] the sheriff and bis posse came antl tock 
possession, and binding them, with ten others, they were 
earned before a justice, who fined them heavily for the 
misdemesnor, 
As soon as quiet was restored, Bishop Asbury cecupied: 
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and addressed a very polite note to the Bishop, requesting 
him to send me west. 

My request, however, was not granted; for when the 
uppolmtnents were read out, instead of hearing my name. 
announced in connection with some western appointment, 
Twas sent one hundred miles further cast. To this, how- 
ever, TL responded amen, and after the adjournment of 
conference T said to the bishop, * H that is the way you 
answer prayers, | diink you will get no more prayers from 
me.” Well,” said he, smiling and stroking my head, 
“be a good son in the Guspel, James, and all things will 
work tovether for good.” Ihave found that those who 
are the most in the habit of praying tor appointments, are 
those who are generally most disappointed; for if their 
prayers were answered, it would be against the prayers of 
whole Churches, who pray to be delivered from them. 

At the General conterence, which was held in May, 
1612, the old Western conterence was divided into Ohio 
and Tennessee, and parts of Kentucky belonged to eneti 
conference, Tt was the last time that many hearts, which 
were united as David and Jonathan, were to meet in con- 
feren together, and great sorrow was felt at parting. 
When the hour came we united in singing the hymn, 

“Blest be the dear, uniting love, 
Which will not let us part; 
Our bodies may far off remove, 
We still are one in heart,” 
Then taking the parting band, we took a hearty, warm 
farewell, inspired with hope that when the toils of lite 
were over, We should meet again im the communings of 
that better world, 

The name of my cireuit was West Wheeling, in the 
Ghio district. Jacob Young was appoinied presiding elder 
of the district. St. Clairsville, the eapital of Belmont 
county, Was the cemier and metropolis of my cireuit. The 
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over her ave Marius. Her dreadful state of mind con 
tinued, su that she neither ate nor slept, and fears were 
entertained that she would become deranged. At lengah 
she conciuded to pray tu God to help her. For the pur- 
pose of praying to God she ascended the side of a mouni- 
ain, and there, tar from human vision, she fell on her 
knees and poured out her heart in prayer to God. Her 
language was, **O God. have pity on a wretch like me!” 
She repeated this petition for some time, and was about to 
abandon herself to despair, when she saw, as she described 
it, adark and heavy cloud, which had rested upon her, 
pass away, and she was surrounded with a glorious light. 
All her distress left her, and the anguish of her heart was 
turned into joy. She thought she must die, so much was 
she burdened with excessive happiness. After a while 
she returned home and continued happy all day and ail 
night. The next day, while sitting at her wheel spinning, 
Sain tempted her and darkness again surrounded ler. 
In this state of mind she fled again ts God in prayer, and 
was happily delivered from the snare of the devil, 
Peat ak of a Methodist meeting in the neighborhood, 
ont, and there, for the first time, did she hear the 
i preached and salvation by faith in desus pro- 
claimed. Then she beheld the glory of God as it shone 
in the face of Jesus Christ. Soon after this she joined 
the Church, and ever after remained one of tie most eon- 
sistent and happy Christians. She was poor, in regard te 
things of this world, but rich in taith und spiriiwal enjoy- 
meuis. Onee whue my colleague and self were taking in 
her house of the goodness of God and the comforts we 
enjoved, she let the stick, with which she was stirring the 
mush, tail into the tire, and startled us with a load shout 
of glory. Twas slarnied at this sudden outery, and sup. 
posed sister E. was sealded, but in a moment Tunderstood 
ail perfectly plain, She continued praising God wil near 
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preaching and pretending to raise the dead, One of - 
followers, in the bounds of my circuit, declared that he 
could fust vs lony as the Savior did—forty days in 
nights. This, he ssid, he was enabled to do 

the divinity was in him. To prove it he commenced 
the work of fastins, and persisted in abstaining From fod 
for sixteen days, when he died. The haleyon declared 
that he would resuscitate himset! after three days, and 
they kept his body til decomposition had progressed 50. 
far that they were compelled to bury it cut of their sight. 
This, like all other species of fanaticism and superstition, 
had its day and produced some excitement on the cireuit, 
but nothing that resulted very disastrously to the eause 
of relision. 

This year the war spirit unfortunately entered into 
many professors of religion, and as soon as they caught it 
ther besan to lose their religion, Many that once walked 
With us to the house of God and took delight in the serv- 
ives of religion, naw marched off in rank end fe to be- 
come disciplined in the arts of war. Several, who had 
been saved trom drankenness by the Church, returned to 
their evil habits as ‘the dex returns to his vomit, and ay 
sow, that was washed, to her wallowing in. the mire,” 
Wars and rumors of wars are peculiarly fatal to the mild 
and peacetul spirit of the Gospel: and when the Prince 
of pesce shall obtain his dominions, “swords shall be 
besten into plowshares and spears into praning-hooks, and 
nation shall learn war no more.” 

The joeal preachers on this circuit were Vachel Hall, 
James Starr, Amos Sparks, David@M’ Musiers, anil Awhi- 
bald M’Elroy. One of these, brother M’ Masters, went 
off iu ‘the Radics) secession, though he was a oud maa. 
Like many otbere, he was led astray by designing” meni. 
He died soon after joining the Radical Chareh, and has, 
no doubt, entered into vest. Brother M’Blroy entered the 
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woman, who was on her way to town to sell some sewing- 
thread. T said to her, © Aunt dane, where ere you goin 
on foot?” 

“Going to sell this thread to get quarterage.” 

“But you are too poor and too old to pay quarterage.” 

“Bless God for poverty. Lo have none of the world, 
and there is nothing to take my mind off of Jesus, my 
blessed Savior. 1 should feel very unhappy and ungrate- 
ful if I did not give something to help on the cause of my 
blessed Master. My ood leader tells us that without 
faith it is impossible to be saved, and this faith must be 
active and fruitful; for a dead faith is worth nothing 
cither for time or eternity, and in the day of judement 
our faith will be proven by its fruits. The happiest day 1 
have, is when I am trying to earn something for the sup- 
port of the Gospel.” She would not receive her quarter- 
age as a vift from another, but resolved that it should be 
the product of her own hands. The conduct of this wo- 
man ought to shame many members of the Church. She 
did not belong to that class of Methodists who thank God 
that their relistion costs them nothing. 

This was a year of great spiritual benefit tome. Our 
quarterly meetings were occasions of great power, and 
multitudes of all denominations, sects, and conditions 
would come out to preaching. Onee ata meeting of this 
deseription, when the house was crowded and the power 
of God was divinely manifested, Lwas ealled on by brother 
Young toexhort. Being much blessed, | suppose [raised 
my voire to its highest piteh and struck the book-board 
with my hand. At this a young Jawyer—Charles Ham- 
mond—whoe had a considerable reyitation for talents, be- 
eame alarmed, and. urgine his way throueh the erowd to 
the door, fled for is br. On my next reund the sexton 
found in the pulpit a very neatly-turned maul with a slip | 
of paver wrapped around the handle, which was direeted 
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CHAPTER XY, * 


%, 


. ITINERANT LIFE CONTINUED. % 


a 
At a conference. hurd at Steubenville. September 1, 
1813, esville and West Wheeling circuits were united. 

Thad for my collearue the aged and venerable minister, 
— Miehael Ellis. It was a full six weeks’ cireuit; and, as 
father ENis lived in the bounds of the West Wheeling part 
of the cirenit, L removed my family to Barnesy This 
end of the cireuit was new; and that part of it w ich lay 
between Barnesville and Marietta was a wilderness with- 
out roads, settled prinetpally by hunters. [took this part 
of the work, a8 T considered it too hard for my colleague. 
During the year we had revivals in many plaees, and 
were much encouraged to labor in the vineyard of the 
Lord. The loca) brethren were at their posts, fling the 
Sabbath appointments, and assisting at our revivals like 
men of God baptized for the work. 

An ineident oceurred on one of my excursions in ae 
wilderness part of my cireuit, whieh | will relate. 1 owas 
traveling slong a solituy path through the weeds, and all 
arenes Teame upon an oll man ef the most crotes qe 
appearance, trudging along at a slow rate, half bent, with 
an ox and two broomsticks on his shoulder, As 1 ap- 
prouehed him [Po said, * Well, grandfather, how do ine 
do?” 

He was a German, and replied, * It ish wall.” 

“You have too much of a lead tu carry.” : 

“Yes, but I ean go wot often.” popes, 

“Where do you live, old triend 2" 
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the land, took the money, and left for the west: sines 
which time they have never heard of him. Being obliged 
to leave their home, they went into the woods, built their 
ithe cabin ca Conzress land, and obtained a livelihood 
by making brooms and baskets. They had a Bible, 
well-worn, and a hymn-book, which bore similar narks of 
use Tfere. in this cabin alone, they held their meetings ; 
class meeting on the Sabbath, and prayer meetings 
ing, noon, and night. They had rich enjoyment. They 
talked about religion, as if they had been the inhabitants 
of the heavenly Canaan, We sang and prayed together; 
and such a mecting [had not enjoyed for years. I real- 
ized, in my very heart, that [ would not have exchanged 
their lonely little cabin for the most sumptuous palace on 
earth, without God. It was distressing to look at their 
apparel, and yet their faces were radiant in the midst of 
their rags. T took down my saddle-bags, and gave the 
old servant of God all the wardrobe Thad with me, and 
then, with many blessings, bade these happy saints adieu. 
When Larrived home T reported the ease to the brethren 
and sisters of Barnesville, and they went to work, and 
made up two horse-loads of clothing, meal, and meat, 
and dispatched it to them. O what a lesson I learned 
from this Simeon and Anna! their humility, patience, 
entire and happy resignation to the providenee of God! 
Thus they lived happy in God while they lived: and 
after a few years, they went rejoicing home to heaven. 
On this etrenit there lived a man by the name of D., 
whe had Jed the daring and adventurous life of a back- 
woods hunter without God, and consequently without 
hope in the world. He was drafted, in the war of 1812, 
to so on a tour of dury ata block-house on one of our 
western stations. This was a frontier station, and Indians 
were all around them. One morning he arose, and, with 
some of his companions in arms, be cautiously epened the 
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on Duck creek. ‘The people were poor, but contentea 
and happy, and enjoyed religion in all its simplicity sad 
power. Men in the winter came to meeting with their 
moccasins and hunting-shirts, and women with their lin- 
sey-woulsey gowns, and bareheaded; and ine stwamer, 
barefooted. O how they could pray, and sing, 

Early in the spring my colleague resolved on. visiting 
this part of the work, and having obtained a guide L 
vielded to his wishes. In the morning we took breaktust 
together, and L said to him, «Father Hilis, you had betier 
eat hearty, for you are going into a wilderness, where your 
fare ae be hackwoods indeed, perhaps coons or ypos- 
sums." ‘¢My dear brother,’’ said he, “1 can nol eat 
dows or eats.” Phe first house he arrived at was brother 
Dye's, who had, that morning, killed a bear and two cubs. 
As they were lying in the yard, father Ellis walked 
arownd them, and dryly said, “They have the very foot of 
a necro, and the tusks of a dos.’ The old gentleman 
had @ gracious meeting with the brethren in the wilder- 
ness; and when he returned, he said they were the happi- 
est and most simple-hearted people he had ever seen. | 

The year was one of great prosperity.  Multinades 
were taken into the Church. Notwithsianding the pros 
perity en seme of ihe cireuits, there was only an increase, 
in the district, of about two hundred; and in the whole 
connection the inerease was only thirty-six. The previous 
year there had been aw decrease of three theusand., ‘This 
great decrease in the imembership was attributed to the 
wor. This excitement, ail-pervading and demoralizing as 
it was, operated cisastrously to religion. Nor could ip ne 
otherwise. A spirit so directly averse to the spirit of the 
Gospel--whieh broo les pesee on earth, and good-will to 
man—it a.lowed to fake possession of the Crave; Nine 
eat out all gadimess. —— 
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This year L was appointed to Cross Creek cirenit. ard 
had for my colleague the Rev. Archibald M’Elroy, of 
whom | have already spoken. Our cireuit included: se 

towns of Steubenville, Cadiz, Mount Pleasant, Smithitiel 
and several other villages, embracing all the aaa te 
Jetierson, part of Harrison, and Belmont counties. Lt 
took four full weeks to travel round it, with an appoint 
ment for every day and two for the Sabbath. Phe mem- 
bership was large, amounting to nearly one thousand. 
We had to preach thirty-two times every round, and meet 
fifty classes. Thus, it will be scen that we had no time 
for ‘visits, modes, and forms,” to attend parties of pleas- 
ure, loaf around stores, offices, and shops, read newspa- 
pers and chat about farms, horses, hovs, and catile, or the 
polities and the various speculations of the day. My col- 
Jeavue was a stcut-built, hale, and hearty Irishman, of 
fine native talents a zealous and fearless, outspoken Chris- 
tian minister. Tle was frank in his manners, blunt and 
honest in all his demeanor. He called things by their 
proper names, was shrewd in argument, and always ready 
to make war on the enemy in every shape. We met soon 
after conference aad arranged our work, resolving to enter 
upon it, trusting in Him who hath said, © Lo, Lam with 
you always, even unto the cnd of the world.” At our 
first quarterly meeting, at whieh brother Young was pres- 
ent, we had a refreshing time from the presence of the 
Lord. The meeting closed on Monday, and ali went home 
under the injuncidons of a selemn covenant to live and 
labor for the salvation of seule, T met all the elusses, 
made new papers, changed negligent smd ueprofituble 
leaders, appointed prayer mectings, waked up the leeal 
preachers and exberters, and starved every thing to work, 
As might be expected. the hit birds began to thetter, and 
there was aconsilerable of redgous gossip among a cere 
tain class. Some scolded, others eried tyranny, oppres- 
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mand to slay his son. But what are the facts? God ecan- 
manded Abraham to slay his sen. While in the act of 
obeying. another ounane} is given entirely reversing the 
former. Neither of these purposes of God bata 
inasmuch as they were both revealed.” 7 
Many interesting incidents are connected wii 7 i 
of this cecentric minister, # 
The new meeting-house in Steubenville had bees ie 
In an unlinished eonditiun, and it was put ander eamtract 
and soon completed. At the dediesion, a geuthanan of 
the town, with eleven others, presented a very lendsome 
copy of the Bible for the use ot the pulpit, with a request 
that a sermon should be preached from Revelation xxii, 
21.0 Their request was complied with, and it plensed God 
to pour out his Spirttin a wonderful manner. Eleven out 
of the twelve who gave the Bible, were converted to Goa 
and joined the Church. This work spread ll the whole 
town was under its influenee, 7 procured a loeal brother 
to fill my appointments, and remained with my eullen ow: 
for some time, Our mectings continued day and night. 
‘One morning, before breakfast, | was sent tor to pray with 
eight fumilies, many of whom I found lying on the foer 
erying for merey. The influence of this revival extended 
to other Churches, and many were brought trom darkness 
to light, and from the bondage of Satan to the liberoy of 
the elildren of God, One hundred and thirty jomed oa 
probation. The revival flame spread, and at maxyosher 
appointments on the circaif there were manifest displays 
of Divine power in awakening and cowversin “Itowas 
not long fill all the waste places of Zion phan mane 
and the Clureh became the garden of the Lord. a 
Io the town of Smiti field there was na ala ad Meh 
odists. Ii waa settled principally by Quakers} and thodgh 
there were any good people in it, yet there Wier image 
vory wicked. My colleague and I met here everp twee 


re 


EET. HR ESIR. HOREYY- £72 


f “porn we vikiniwed he peaking bees. 2. gomibemer: 


ane wf &. gure he the wee of Ris hoora aa ® oie 
Dy tad th ae Bet ee VN be ho “opened bis 


. poser aqealhtigr tod. rastsrad ale bieasker of God 


ty Mis hort The Lond noriped, Be week hers, sod ins 
_ ieee ave Tal 2 acaeoy eo mvcwmaty meetin’: wd. xs 
| SRGH Wore ome congtegations, dant he. pleas wae wick 
foxeomall dor as. I slividesd the cWet) tuntermen, my, ool- 
Aoyama gall for ths porpise of miading the Males, 
lands ee did ome equa. While heather BT" Elooy 
sel tinciing- the isles th 4 dabtabe plane, adied Trick 
Ridge, whom his eongeegation wae singly eompesed af 
Wieceom. ememaryenen, he tobk ogeisian fo evattgakt (imac 
wiedtion tw bal Uwen io the mothe enenteys Seiad 
ta, Vor Sriceom turing: me quae af te Isimeliane 
wien ihepemere in Byypat. They bad soskmabters, amd 
‘cian liye’ ox wake ‘hein tals of Beick, Sading thei ove 
tse: Eas pou were te Ireland your taskmaghere: oo 
 Riigiene teins ons only Inds yrona 9 Same patalene Gy apt. anti 
Siege Zoning eniied with pour ars; bet God has apemaed 
= Renseimip for you ences so briny dacp, amd breaght sare 
ah yon wives end cbikdess. into a lead which ewe wink 
ogith, md honey, rad. pe bave.good hemes, while gour dim 
nae ear orcry day am-kever than your beet wadding 
dikenaie inthe ok comniey, Xe have geown got, and your 
en nk eee Wien ys Gross hs: tavay 
to grep down thegrhinadncrasia, iantmyl 

i anetghbg tio. Shehk.onk-bvlagiagl ask etendags "> 
the Levds pimarest bem syeur bowls of-whisey, end ary 
nnd, *Qieton, Doreen ro’ Beth fina talon @ dem. Gaue sie” dish 
katt poehady,\cmd. im. aphomemt tare go ane abl hell-snne 
ae Shia leeiene aa ohana temp af Ueie sou tryroee 
Witte they penteatod, caninnt kdhig an-ciunsd. ond mists 
featedom genes deal of tegiing: graltaad their .gommyien, 
aepoehy.ow that thaws ame 1G ok cade naar te sepwonl, 


oT2 AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF 


Their “Trish had cot up so high that M’Elroy wrote me 
the following letter: 

“Dear Brotuer,—-Woe is me, for my mother brozht 
forth a man of strife. My hand is against every man, 
and every man’s hand is against me. Ihave pulled the 
bottom out of the hornet’s nest at L.’s meeting-house, and 
if you don't come and ecvoper it in no one knows where 
they will swarm to.” 

After all oar inerease this year, we returned but sixty- 
seven more than the preeeding year. This, however, was — 
to be accounted for by the numbers that were laid aside 
for breach of rules, and others who fell away under the 
influence of the mania that prevailed in regard to banks 
and speculations in real estate. The Church was, how- 
ever, in a healthy state, and prepared to take care of 
those who had been taken into her fold and placed under 
her wateh-care. To me it was a pleasant and profitable 
year, One of the young men who joined the Church be- 
came a traveling preacher. Two others were called, I 
have no doubt, te the same work. but they heeded it not; 
turned away and went back—became poor, dissipated, 
trifling men. 1. C. Hunter was faithful to his calling. He 
gave himself up wholly to the work of the ministry. In 
youthful zeal he preached the Gospel of Christ, and like a 
valiant soldier, he died with his harness on. Brother 
Hunter was one of the most honest, fearless, and inde- 
pendent men Lever knew. He was « sineere and untail- 
ing friend, prompt in the discharge of every duty, and 
rewly to fill any post assigned him by the Church. He 
was for many years presiding elder, and sustained that 
relation to the Church when attacked with his last sick- 
ness. In the town of Gallipolis, where he resided, he was 
cated to pass through the dark valley, but he was cabin, 
collected, and fearless. Trusting alone in the merits of 
vesus, he entered the valley and was lost to earth, but 
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were laid out at almost every cross road within a mile of 
each other, and en the tops of barren hills. It was no 
matter where they were located, plots were made, adver- 
tisements were stuck up, lots were sold, and magnificent 
squares left for publie buildings. After this rage sub- 
sided, it is not to be wondered at that society was left in a 
deplorable condition, Phe imaginary riches of the speeu- 
lator flew away like the morning cloud, and from a staie 
of high excitement the community relapsed into a state of 
stagnation, A perfeet paralysis seemed to have come 
upon every department of business, and all who had en- 
tered inte these speculations were entirely bankrupt. ized 
content and dissatisfaction prevailed every-where. 

About three weeks previous to the conference, | Setindis 
circuit to accompany Bishop M’Kendree and assist him 
with his pack-horse. On the pack-horse he carried the 
most of his movables, such as clothes, books, manuscripts, 
minutes of conferences, ete. It would look rather strane 
to see a Methodist bishop, in this country, now on lerse- 
back, thouvh I heard of one, the other day, on a mate in 
California. Our first stopping-place was Cat 
where the Bishop preached at twelve o'clock, Prom 
thence We traveled on to Zanesville the next day, and hela 
meeting again, Thus we continued on our course, piuss- 
ins through Somerset, Laneaster, Chilicothe, Hillsboro, 
Xenia, and Springfield, holding meetings at all the place. 
but Somerset. Here J lett the Bishop and rode on to Me- 
chaniesburg, where the brethren were holding a e¢anrp 
meeting—the first held in this seetion of country. This 
entire region was overrun with New Lights, and every 
thing that could be persuaded to eo under the water wis 
immersed. ‘This was all the rage, and the highest ambi- 
Vien of the preachers of that faih, was to get the people 
dipped. The nevelty ef a camp meeting ealled oun im _ 
mense multitudes, and among them the New Lig Is. 
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the meeting I started, with the Bishop, for Sprinetield, 
where we arrived Tuesday afternoon. We stopped with 
a Methodist family. As we passed through the parlors 
we saw the dautehter and some other young ladies dressed 
very gayly. The daughter was playing on the piano, and 
as we moved through the room we doubtless clicited from 
those fashionable young ladies some remarks about the — 
rusticity of our appearance; and the wonder was doubt- 
Jess exeited, where on carth could these old country cody: 
ers have come from? The Bishop took his seat. and pres- 
ently in-eame the father and mother of the young lady. 
They spoke to the Bishop, and then followed the grand- 
father and vrandmother. When the old lady took the 
Bishop by the hand he held it, and looking her in the face, 
while the tear dropped from his eye, he said,  L was look- 
ing to sce if Teould trace in the lineaments of your face, 
the likeness of your sainted mother. She belonged to the 
first generation of Methodists. She lived a holy lite and 
died a most happy and triumphant death, You.’ said 
the Bishop, “and your husband belone to the second gens 
eration of Methodists. Your sen and his wite are the 
third, and that young virl, your cranddauchter, represents 
the fourth, She has learned to dress and play on the 
ylano, and is versed in all the arts of fashionable lite, and 
LT presume, at this rate of progress, the fi77/ generation of 
Methodists will be sent to dancing-school,” This was a 
solemn reproof, and it had a poewerfal effeet upon the 
grandparents. The first: Methodists were x peeuliar peo- 
ple in their personal appearance and manners, and could 
be distinguished fran the world at a single glance. Their 
self-denin} led them to the abandonment of afl the lusts of 
the flesh, They were simple-hearted, single-eved, hum- 
ble, and devoted followers of the Savior. They laved 
God devotedly and one another with pure hearts fervently; 
and though scotied at by the world, hated and persecuted: 
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slept well and arose early to viler myself to Bod eens 
reserve, 

Thursday (Gt. Vode to brother satiate Shine 
of Freneh ereck, chree miles from Waterford. Here L was 
comforted and ivit a blessed hope of heaven, 

Feiduy (With, & rode through Waterford to R. K.’s— 
himseli and wile were formerly Methodists. I exhorted 
them to seek the Lord and set forward again to run the 
race set before them. I] prayed with them, and went on to 
Erie. ‘This town occupies a handsome site, and has good 
harbor for vessels. Here LT met with brother L. Lane, die 
preacher on this cireuit, and wied to preach, at skh a 
number of hardened sinners. 

Saturday Vth. Set forward for North-vast, wale stegipnd 
at brother Russel’s. This family loves the Lord. 

Sunday 19h. V tried to preach to a large conyrevation 
from Acts iii, 19. The Lord helped me, and we had a 
gracious season. I trust the fruits of this meeting will be 
seen in the gates of heaven, when all time has an end. 

Monday 20th, Rode through Canadewsy. vow Fredo- 
nia, to brother Baldwin's. In family prayer the Lord vis- 
ited us in merey, and our prospects of a beter world were 
vreatly increased. iy @, 

Tuesday Ast. Rode sixteen miles further down the 
Lake to brother Webb's. ‘This is a new country: every 
thing searee and dear, and hardly to be had at all-—eorn 
iwo dollars per bushel, wheat three dollars per bushel, 
four sixteen dollars per barrel, and pickled pork twenty- 
five cents per pound. These new settlers must learn vo 
live by faith, and many of them have, and are a people 
zealous of good works. Here, according to the best eal- 
culation, Fam abou two hundred and tifoy miles from — 
home, and yet here is the same throne of grace, the sum: 
eavior, and Christians of the seme spirit and sii asic 
ealling, 
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Saturday 26th, ‘Vhis day it began to rain, and looked 
as though a storm was on hand. I sought, before the 
Merey seat, tor a suitable preparation of heart for the du- 
ties which lay betore me, and i felt the Lord precious to 
my soul. At twelve o'clock I tried to preach from Matt. 
viii, 11, 12. and it was a very open time with me; the 
Lord helped me. There was a great move in the congre- 
gation: saints rejoiced, and sinners eried aloud for mercy. 
After preaching we held our quarterly meeting conter- 
ence. ‘There were two appeals, and we got them adjusted 
setalantorily, At five brother Smith preached, and IL ex- 
horted after him, and then we held a prayer meeting; and 
the shouts of new-born souls were heard before it closed. 

Sunday 26th. At nine o’clock our sacrament com- 
meneed, aud we had a good time. But Satan was en- 
raged at our love-feast: one of the old men’s sons, who 
was kept out, became enraged, and tried to break open 
the deor, and then went to a window and broke it, and 
hurt an old man much. God's judgments will overtake 
him before long. J was told he will curse his mother and 
father to their faces. Notwithstanding this interruption, 
the meeting was one of interest and power, At twelve 1 
commenced preaching trom the first Psalm, and the Ciree 
first verses L read for my text. During the time of my 
preaching, in which [ laid it down as heavy as 1 could on 
the sinner, some one ealled mea liar. Satan wos enraged 
tothe very highest plieh; his kingdom was shaking, and 
Ttele that God, and heaven, and angels, were with us, and 
on our side, and the devil's kingdom trembled. Such was 
the vonstaney of the rain, that few could leawe, and we 
had a house-full. All night was spent in exhortations, 
singing, and prayer. It was a night never to be for- 
wotten, yes 

Monday ith, 1 rode to North-east, and preached to 
a dull, hardened set of sinners, from Prov. xx, 4. 
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vi, 50. At the close, some feu, others shouted, and soma 
were in adage. At night the Lord's people were filled 
with his heavenly presenee in an astonishing manner: and 
while some were shouting and praising God in the house, 
others were in the yard viving vlory to God in the highest. 

Monday [Erode forty miles to brother Skene’s, and next 
day to brother J. Leach’s, and preached in eld Salem 
meeting-house; thence to Beaver-town, where we had 
a good quarterly meeting; thence home to Steubenville, 
where I found my family all well, and glad that heap Soe 
ice as presiding elder was at an end, 

In a short time I took my circuit, to my ereat comfort, 
At my own quarterly mecting we had a time of grace 
and merey. Our Smithfield class had grown so that there 
was no place to hold. us. T then resolved to try te put up 
amecting-house ; but ground must first he obtained, and 
T went to the proprietor and asked to buy a place suitable 
for a mecting-house. He then promised he would let me 
have a place suitable, and would select it by the time I 
returned. When 1 returned there was ne lot found. and 
he could not let-us have any. T then mute application to 
aman who made no pretensions to religion, and he told 
me | should have a lot; and he tock me to the Jot on 
which the Church was built, and gave it me for forty 
dollars, Lset te-work. and, searee as money was, in one 
round T eotleeted the amount and got the deed. Then 
the money must be raised to build. Five hundred dol- 
jars were necessary, ‘This time it was hard work. But it — 
mast be done: and to beysing we went. Those who could — 
not give money vave trade. I got from the sisters more 
than the half of it, in linens, yarn, thread, sueks, | 
ings, flax, and feathers, So I traded and persevered), (il, 
by the help of Ged, T made it up: and we got a lous, 
and dedieated if to the service of God. We had the 
following prexching-places; namely, Steubenville—here 
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in With Bishop George, crossed the Ohio at Maysville, and 
at Paris we parted. Bishop M’Kendree went through 
Georgetown and Bishop George through Lexington, ta 
meet the Shelbyville camp meeting the Saturday and Sab- 
bath before conference. At this place was collected nearly 
one-half the conferenee. Such a erowd and so much 
feasting was going on that litle good was done. We 
retired in the afternoon to a farm-house, and staid all 
night. Next day we started for the seat of the confer- 
ence, Where we arrived. The session of the eonference 
was opened on the 3d of September, 1616. 

This closes my diary fur that Ume, and I give it to the 
reader Just as it was entered in my journal. 
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cirevgt atthe Falls of Bis Beaver, on the 26h and @7+h; 
Grand River and Mehoning, at Hartford, Western Re- 
serve, on November 2d and 3 ie cirenit, at Oil creek, 
on the Ale ghanyv-river, in western Pennsylvania, Novem- 
ber 9th and 10th; Chatauque cireult, at Broken Siraw, 
November 16¢h and 17th; Shenanyo cireuit, at Jackmin’s 
mectine-house, four miles below Pittsburg, November 
231 and 24th; Steubenville cireuit, at Long's meeting- 
house. November 30th and December fst: West Wheel- 
ing, December 7th and Sth, at Andrew Scott's, near 
Wheeling, ‘The most of these quarterly mectings were 
seasons of great interest, and attended with Divine mani- 
festations. Lt was customary, in consequence of the new- 
ness of the country and the sparseness of the population, 
to hold prayer meetings at different places, on Saturday 
nisht of the quarterly meeting, These meetings were 
attended with great good, and when they would all meet 
in love-feast in the morning, and speak of the blessings 
reecived at different places where the meetings were held, 
it would kindle the spirit of piety: and I have no doubt 
if this practice had been continued it would have resuited 
in-vastly more good to the Chureh than the preaching of 
Saturday night. A custom prevailed at these mectings 
which was strange tome. No one was called on to pray. 
The lender would say, © Tf any of vou feel like ishing wp 
the cross and delivering your mind, do se.” Sometimes 
three or four would commence at once. "This was 


eether upon the voluntary principle. The practice wat . 
earned into the publie meetings, and if any one male Or 


female felt inspired, no matter whe was preaching, they 
would rise and deliver their impressions. While 1 was 
preaching one Sebbath, at a quarterly meeting, a sister 
rose and commenced delivering her mind at the top of 
her voice, This sudden and unexpected outburst startled 
me, and Pid wot know what to make of it. I told her, 
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and sugyvest the helding of a union meeting; and such a 
union! Save the mark! Presbyterian union, formed for 
the sole purpose of using the Methodists in advancing 
Preshytonanisn: I plainly told my brethren Thad noth- 
ing avainst the Presbyterians; [ loved them, but L loved 
Methodism more, aad. as we had a shop of our own, we 
would not work journey-work any longer, I exhorted 
them to hold their own prayer meetings and class meet- 
ings, and attend to their duty, and God would revive his 
work in his own way. En your union meetings,” said 
1, “you can not pray aloud; and if one of you should 
get happy, you must quench the Spirit; or if you take a 
Methodist shout, they will carry you out as a disturber 
of the peace; besides, you dare not even to say amen 
above a whisper.’ ‘ 

Vhis short, homely address, brought down many hitter 
things on my lead, and waked up a spirit of controversy. 
J carried the Confession of Faith with me, and whenever 
thy deetrine of the horrible deeree was denied, | would 
prodaee the old Saybrook platform in my congresations, 
and read for the satisfaction of the hearers, My course 
in this regard gave great offense, Some of my opponents 
seemed to affect: reat astonishment that L should have 
ibe etfrontery to expose the tenets of Calvin, Such eon- 
Cueto was insufferable: but Lo owas not Servetus, and so 
passed uuhurt amid the howlings of the enemy — This 
course soon waked up the popular mind, and inquiries «nd 
investigations were made, whieh resulted most favorably a 
ta the Methodist cause. | exhorted the preachers to seat 
ter the doctrinal traets: Wesley on Predestination, and 
Fletcher's Cheeks; and, in the mean time, many were 
awakened and converted, : 

The second round of quarterly meetings commenced in 
danucry, and closed oon the first and second of Maren, 
In this round Eo sutfered much with a eold, whieh PE lid 
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the Sabbath he took for his text but one word, and thet 
word was Mercy. God was truly with us in merey. The 
Whole assembly was melted down under the eenial iniu- 
ences of the spirit of the text. It was my lot to follow, 
and P took for my text Fustiee, As T progressed, the con- 
Vieting power of God fell on the people, and before L was 
done more than twenty stowt-hearted sinners threw them- 
selves upon the altar, and cried for merey.  Anwong the 
number was a roush, stalwart old sea captain, It seemed 
as though ail the dark spirits of the deep had seized him, 
T never saw a men in se much distress and agony of mind 
inall my life before. The conflict, however, thouch ter- 
rible and awful, was not of long duration. In a short 
time merey vame and touched his heart. and opened his 
eves, and unloosed his tonzuc, and he spoke the language 
of heaven. Before the meting ended more gi ae: 
Were converted, 

Our quarterly camp meeting commenced at Oana 
or what is now ealled Fredonia, July 24, and leted four 
days.. Brothers James M’Mahon and Smich accompanied 
me to labor in word and doctrine. At this meetiog we 
expected from the wicked much opposition, as they eal- 
jected together a band the previous year, and virove the 
people mway. The brethren this year fenced in the - 
ground. with hemlock brush, leaving two gale-weya, ie 
of ingress and ogress, and the other leading to the apring. 
One of the rales for the government of the encampawent 
wag, tant of the sound of the trumpet, al tine o'viody ws, 
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rabble Just at that moment Jude Cushing, who was 
siting in the cougregation, rose, and addressing the au- 
dienee, said, +L Gave fought for this liberty, and I will 
mainiain ft with ray Ite; and I give due notice, as a serv- 
ant of my countcy, that T will enforce the laws of the 
state of New York to the utmost against any one who 
shall disturb this people in their worship.’ From this 
on, the meeting was the most orderly one Thad attended. 
_ The Sabbath morn broke upon the carth in sll its sacred 
estiliness. AM naure seemed to rest exlmly in the light 
und beauty of thet Sabbath morn, At an early hour the 
crumpet summoned us to the concert of prayer. Brother 
M’ Mahon commenced the imoming services, and preached 
st eight o'clock in demonstration of the Spirit and power. 
] followed at eleven o'clock, and brether Smith at five. 
At every coming together of the people the work of the 
Lord progressed with power, and daring the night, in the 
tents, many were born into the kingdom of God. This 
meeting exerted a good influence upon the whole sur- 
reunding country. So clear and powerful were the eon- 
versions, followed up, as they were, by consistent relig- 
ious lives, that thy mouths of gainsayers were stopped. 

A singular ease was brought before the quarterly Tueet= 
ing conference al Nelson, which L will relate, A: loeal 
preacher had been suspended on charges preferred against 
him by a Mr. M'Intosh. The purties having presented 
themselves, | cailed for the papers in the case. The ae- 
ecuser refused to hand them over, end contended that he 
liad the only right to read them. I told bis if he did not 
hand over the papers to the secretary of the conference I 
would dismiss the exse, After some consultation, he 
finally gave them. with much reluctance, to the secretary. 
‘The testimony cecmed quite voluminous, the papers sim 
hertng from one to twenty. On examining these papers P» 
ivuud that they were ob wriven with one hand, whieh 
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tial serviee te the Church. Many were converted that 
otherwise would not have heard the Gospel; besides, 
backsliders were reclaimed, and believers were ia 
and builtup in Christian faith, 

An Buglish officer, who had heard of camp saeabdade 
but never saw one, came down from Erie to gratify his 
curiosity, THe kept» journal of all the meetings, noting 
down every thing in the order in which it oeeurred.  Be- 

fing disposed to allegorize, he compared the Chureh to an 
“army making an aitick on the ermy of the worll The 
army of the Church wis under the command of [mman- 
nel, and that of the world under Diabolus. Every meet- 
ing was regarded as an engagement with the enemy, and. 
the number of converts were reported as the loss in Dia- 
bolas’s army. Those who joined the Church were repre, 
sented as recruits, The vreat battle was fought on Sub- 
bath night. It was a close and hot engagement, lasting 
wil night. The army of Diabolus was attacked in frout, 
flank, and rear, and literally eur te pieces, so than, in mil- 
itary parlance, there was a total defeat, a perfhet pont of 
herse, foot, and dragoons. timmanuel’s troops kept the 
erent, witheut the loss of a single officer or private sul- 
dier, and triamphant vietory perched on the banner of the 
eros. The officer said he would carry the report whieh 
he feel written to England, and show his countrymen how 
Ainericans eondueted a holy war. 

Our next cecarspment was on Beaver elrenit, at Lavr's 
comp-yround, and commenced the eighth of Amgaay, Aa 
this meoting we expected to be interrupied by the rabble, 
ve vreat threats had been made by them in reference to 
the camp meeting. A young militia captain, however, 
in company with eleven youn men, came to our assist: 
aneé, and offered their services to herp ovder... As ein 
of them were professers of peligien, | fel: somewlist sus 
vieious of thean, awd though? it mioht perhaps be a mere 
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the meeting, and preached on Sabbath. His speceh be- 
traved him, for it was very evident to any practiced ob- 
server that he had been in) Methodist harness. — He 
preached with life and power, and he evidently felt quite 
at home. It is somewhat remarkable that many of our 
preachers have entered the Protestint Episeopal Chureh, 
To have known quite a number take the frock and bands. 
Some who were neither very learned or eloquent, mor peur 
ticularly pious, have entered the **suecession,”” and bet> 
tered their condition vasily, so far as mere temporalities 
are eoneerned : and, instead of traveling cireuits, or filling 
some of the more humble stations inthe Methodist Chureh, 
have mounted at once to the zenith, and fill the pulpits of 
metropolitan churches. Verily, this is an age of progress, 
T hoew an English local preacher, a wateh-maker, who, 
after failing to wet into the Ohio conference, joined ‘the 
Chureh. and at once went up to the highest pulpit in our 
land. Their popularity in the Episeopal Chureh, howe 
ever, is readily accounted for. The fervor and freshness 
of the Methodist element will attraet attention, and win 
admiration, though baried in the folds of the wown, or 
the forms of the Church. 

Great allowanees are to be made in behalf a ileal 
cor brethren, before whom loom up drearily in the dis- 
tonee want and poverty: ‘for? as Gen. Harrison said, 
ii deseribing a traveling preacher, “their coneition is just 
He same as though they had taken the vow of poverty.” 
‘Toere are a few execptions, however, to this rule. Some 
Methodist preachers 1 lave known, who, notwithstanding 
thelr seanty allowanre, have managed, maneuvered, and 
cpeculated with such adintrable, productive skill as to 
amass property. Gatd hesitate not to say, that dhe grat 
taass of them live poor, die poor, and leave their families 
io the charities of the Charch. Some [ know whe have 
spent a fortune for the privilege of traveling cireuits, ata 
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twenty-live preaehine-plices: but he was enabled to in- 
crease the number, so that it was necessary to divide tive 
ecireuit; amd T sent the Rev. Alfred Brumsen. then a loeal 
preacher, to the fire-lands, or Huron port, for the purpose 
ef forming a new cireuk. The labors of a cireuit 
preacher then bore but litte resemblance to the labors 
of the cirenit preacher now, To presch once every dav, 
and Jead class after having traveled from ten to thirty 
miles, and two er three times on Sabbath, and leading 
elass, with the privilege of being home three dus ent ef 
thirty, was somewhat different from having no week-day 
appointments, amd being able to reach them from om 
every Sabbath morning, and return again at night @ geod 
part of the time, And we rejoiee that the labors have 
decreased, and our churches have inereased with such 
rapidity as to require such a division of labor. Ministers 
now have more time for study and pastoral work, and a 
man who, in view of all these facilities, proves himself a 
drone, had better leave the work of the Lord to more 
tauithtul hands. 

On the land of Dr. Clark, near the sili, was held, 
this year, the first camp meeting that was ever kwown in 
this part of the country. There was quite a large caller. 
tion of people. The brethren in attendance were M’Ms- 
hon, Davidson, Booth. and Brooke. ‘The word preached’ 
was attended with power to the hearts ef the heavers 
There were many places on this frontier cirenit whe 
neroons lived whe had never heard a sermon, and, 
city, but for the comp meeting, never wonld have ee a 
one, but would heave lived and died as destitute as the 
heathen of interior Afriea, Mr. Howe, iu bis Histary of 
Ohio, says, © The first sermon preached in Medina tawn- 
shop was by en Episcopal clereyman:? bat it was a thet 
that Mr. Brooke had preiched there the year before. and 
hada regubur preaching place, ‘This account reminds me 
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of his benevele nes to pray for the poor, ignorant, nisted 
people and their instructors, informing the Lord that they 
were deing more harm than infidelity itself and hinderiy 
the progress of the pare Gospel. When he was done, - 
asked him, in the presence of all the people, who these 
nenorent, deluded people and their instructors were to 
whem he alluded in his prayer. He hesitated, Did 
vou, sald TI, mean the Methodists, and their doetrines 2” 
To all this he answered nothing. ‘Then,’ said 1, “eome 
owt tommorrow, and Powill shaw up the eross and irrecon- 
cilable ineonsistences umd absurdities of uneouditional 
election and reprobation.”’ When the time arrived, there 
was a great crowd. [ took the Saybrook platform, and 
read the creed, and browzht it to the test of the Bible. 
The whole audience was greatly excited, amd when -[ 
closed. the people gathered in eroups every-where and en- 
tered into controversy, which continued dll the next meet- 
ine hour arrived. I then preached the trae doctrine that 
desus, by the’ grace of Gol, had tasted death for every 
man, and that all might be saved. ‘This was the hegin- 
ning of a glorious revival; seventy-five professed to find 
peace in believing, and the joys of religion. Tn these days 
the Cuivinists believed that they were doing Gud service 
in attacking Methodist preachers, and they wouhl have 
driven them from the country, if they could have done it, 
Frequently [ have heeu attacked by twa or three at a 
time. I could invariably silence then by asking ater 
quesitons. 

The Lord was pleased to give great smeness to sat 
Ishors of the preachers on the Ohio district, this year, by 
the awakening and conversion of many precioaé sons. 
On Mahoving circuit two hundred were added to thm 
Churen, The work commenced at a camp meating, held 
m Deerfield in Duly, i618, Daring the meeting there 
were no perceptible evidences of revival, though ail the 
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The Divine influcnee kindled and spread in every heart 
On Sabbath many were awakened to a sense of their lost 
condiiog, and were prompicd to ery for merey. The even 
iny was set apart for a prayer meeting, and many came 
forward to the mourner’s bench, and were converted te 
God by scores. Among the number was a native of 
Branee. This poor old soldier of Napoleon Bonaparte 
had wandered out into the western wilderness, houscless 
and homeless, without a knowledge of God. He had 
stood im the thiekest of the battle, breasted the hottest 
fire, and heard the deafening roar of the artillery without 
trembling; but when he eame to hear the thenaders of Si- 
nai, his lip quivered, lis knees trembled, and be fell in the 
battle of the Lord, After sueing for merey, and erying 
for quarters all night, it pleased God, at the risimg of the 
sun, to powr upen him pardoning merey. No sooner had 
heaven ecome down into the heart of the old, worn, and 
weary veteran, than he arose, and his whole fice beamed 
with joy, Ii. shouts of praise, ascribing gery io King 
Jesus, were truly remarkabic. In broken Enagiish be tried 
to tell the bystanders what God had done for his soul. 
He told them be had caten bread in three kingdoms, and 
that morning he was cating bread in the fourth, even the 
bread which comes down irom heaven. +L fight,” said 
he, “under de Emperor Napoleon, but now me fight un- 
der de Etaperor Jesus. Vive le Emperor Jesus’? The 
eouversion of this Prenehmman was so clear and powerful, 
that infidelity itself was abashed and coafownded. Great 
good was aeeomplished at this meeting. OES 

On the tenth of Jane our camp meeting for Lake eir- 
cuit, fourtern miles below Erie, commenred, A camp 
meeing had never been held in these parts betore, and 
many were induced. out of mere curiosity, to attend the 
weeting. The reowting commenced under faverab.e aus- 
pices, and many were awakened and converted. Sabbah, 
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mencement of this mecliuy [was much discouraged, but 
the Lord was greater io me than all iny fears; and never 
did Phave a more clear and satisfactory demonsiration ot 
the fet that man’s extremity is God’s opportunity.  Sab- 
bath moruing arrived, and as the sun was gilding the cust 
erm sky. ibe trampet cailed us to the concert of prayer. 
White we were Jooking up to heaven for a blessing, God 
graciousiy poured out his Spirit, and we realized the open- 
ing of the yates of life. D'reparatery to preaching, I 
walked out into the wilderness, or, rather, desert, fer the 
eround was covered with rocks, tor the purpose ot medi- 
tadeon, While rcelining amon the rocks and fern, which 
grew in great abundance, I] heard a sowid which, to the 
practiced ear, carries more terror perhaps tian any other, 
lewis the rattle of death. The weather being execedingly 
warm, 1 had taken oif my shoes and stockings, and my 
tect being somewhat elevated, exposed my legs. Looking 
in the diresGion of the alarm, [saw the glaring eyes and 
forked tongue of the Americana borribcis, widlin a toot or 
twoot me. Lt was coiled, and ready tor a strike. The 
vreat Creator has so formed this dreadiul erealure that it 
ean not strike without warning, and this doubUess saved 
miy iiie, as it has the life of thousands. Seemg my dan- 
act. Linstantly sprang, and, with one bound, was far be- 
yond the reach of its dead.y fangs. After dispatching the 
rattlesnake, L returned to the camp, thaakfal to God for 
deliverance, 

Daring the day the work of the Lord went on with 
power, and many were saved by the regecerating grace 
of God. Monday morung we held a solemn communion, 
and I think it was the most glorious season | ever bebwid, 
The most hardened sinners trembied and wept, sad iooked 
on while the followers of Him who, in Gethsemane and on 
Calvary, drank the bitier coup, were commemorating oid 
dying love, 
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soul. Unable to bear the deep and utter 
which drank up his spirits, he resolved, if God did not 
kill him, ta return home. While on his way home the 
constraining Spirit of God operated so powerfully, that he 
was foreed to ery out in the bitterness of his soul for 
mercy. He did not reach home till some time in the night; 
and when he did arrive, his family were much alarmed. 
No sooner did he enter the house than he tell upon his 
knees, and continued his eries for merey. The alarm was 
so great that the whole neighborhood was soon collected 
together. All night that man cried to God, and just ay 
the gray streaks of morning were breaking out from the 
chambers of the east, the Lord in mercy spoke peace to 
his soul. His family, and many of the neighbors, were 
convicted, and the result was, the conversion of thirty in 
that neighborhood, whom [ subsequently organized into a 
class, and made the Captain's house a preaching-place. 
The other, W.N., was powerfully awakened on Sub- 
bath. and being unable to withstand the powerful influence, 
he fed for his home. Just before reaching the door of 
his habitation, he was struck down by the power of God, 
and was carried into the house by some of the family. 
Soon the alarm spread, the neighbors were collected, and a 
messenger was dispatehed to the camp ground, a distance 
of nine miles. Two or three brethren went to the house, 
and found him inv eonvalsed and speechless state. Soon 
after their arrival, he seemed to awake to consciousness, 
and exelaimed with a loud voiee, *O. hell! hell! hell!’ 
He then fell away inte the same unecenscious state. His 
countenaner bore all the deep-marked traces of despair. 
The brethren sang ant prayed alternately, and those who 
watehed his tecures could diseover the deep emotions of 
his soul At times a faint ray of light would kindle on 
his cheek, but soon it was gone, and like the lightning 
from a stormy cloud, which shocks the soul and disappeurs 
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Phe young miss in the parlor east many side-tong ehinees 
atthe young preacher, who diflidently sat composing his 
features, and wzing upon the various objeets around liu. 
Meeting the steward, Mr, —— said, “I do not think you 
have treated me yicht in sending me such a conimen, 
homespun-iwoking man.” At this the steward eame te 
me in yrent haste, saving Mr, —— was displeased. 
“Well,” said 1, his request has been complied with: he 
asked fora talented man, and [ sent him the most talented, 
man we have. Go and tell him that 1 wish him and his 
family to vo out to the Presbyterian ehurch to-morrow 
and hear him — and thea it they are cigars 
will remove him.’ 

Sabbath came, The minister in en ome 
the desk: all eyes were upon him. ‘How tinely he 
reads!” says “What distinet articulation !? said 
Mr. to his Indy, as they sat in the pew. “Dear 
ne, said the daughter, how beawifully our country 
preacher reads poetry {° Then tellowed lis prewers and 
when, with warm heart, he prayed for the families who 
had with generous hospitality thrown open their houses 
for the entertainment of God's servants, the silent tear 
and half-suppressed ae? told of his power over _ 
heart, 

He preached, and ir was only as Russel Bigelow, at 
sainted memory, could preach. Indeed, it ts stark he ex- 
ceeded himself on that occasion, The efleet upon the 
hearers was pewerfal, and upon none mere se than his: 
worthy hoo and family, whe took him home, and sent fer 
nee te ask ony parden, remarking that le had never heard 


such a eerinon im al) bia life. He said to the steward ai 


Monday, “ Wiy do you not keep your ministers letter 
clothed? You ought net to have a man of such talents 
es Mr. Bigelow.’ ‘That day ke ordered ter him a fine 


stct of clothes. 
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the ministry, none having offered for several Ss) and 
those already in charge viving but little: evi wt a 


disposition to advance or an ability to labor in the work 
hick they had professed to love. Presbytery, however, 
was unusually fall, nearly every Church session being 
represented, and not one of the ordained mini 
The deliberations were opened, as usual, with. 
the moderator, an aged servant of God ; and | 
served by those skilled in such 
great liberty siven him when he ¢ 
of the harvest, in infinite merey, would send 
ers into his harvest.” be 

The usual formalities being paee Narcan 
was preached by the same person. TLis subjeet compre- 
hended the character and importance of a call to. the 
Gospel miaistry, and was treated with much earnestness, 
The morning heur being ended, the bedy adjourned to 
early eandle-lightins. A considerable crowd had  assem- 
bled upon this nevel occasion, and it was under their hos- 
pitable reots that the members found weleome reeeption, 
Few, indeed, of the mountain cabins in the vieinity but 
what received one or more upon that oceasion, ghul to be 
permitted to talk of the Savier to those whe rarely had 
steh opportunities of hearing the Gospel. Night brought 
them ail back again te the house of gathering. It was a 
singularly wid aad startling seene to one who has not 
mixed in the different nadase of frontier life, The build- 
ing in which the meeting was held was a plain leg-eabin, 
the dwelling of one of the elders, and only seleeted on 
account of its being the largest in the vicinity. There 
were the beds and the furnitre of the whele family, no 
unprolifie onesa! that, stowed around a roem bit twenty 
nek square. 

Upen thuse beds, and upon seats made by leyinyg split 
patncheons upon cross lags. was seated the company of 
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blaze of the pine-hnot fire. He was weeping 
and, having no handkerchief, the primitive ArT: et 
for such cases provided was necessarily adopte 
stood siloit for a minute, every beholder ladies teh 
Intense curiosity the announcement of his inigaieiey st 
clearing his throes, commenced, * ve come to 
by——," but a new flood of tears impeded Son 
to speak. The moderator kindly remarked, | “And what 
did you eame to Presbytery for, my good friend 2 “Take 
your own time and tell us all about ity don't be alarmed ; 
he seated: nobody will hurt you. Come, “poly tell us 
What you come to Presbytery for? The stranger was 
cmbeldencd by this te commence awain, even the third 
and fourth time, but could never proceed further than 
“Pye come vo Presby-——," and the storm of his soul 
prevailed, 

Here one of the members sugyested that he eee 
retire with seme one, and communicate his wishes pri- 
vately; for as vet ne person imagined his trae errand, 
but rather supposed that he was daboring under some 
spiritual difficulty, which he would needs have settled by 
the meeting, But to this hint he resolutely demurred, 
replying ** ka he'd wet his voice d'reckly, please God 2" 
aud so he did: and he rese up, straightening his gaunt, 
ewkward form, and then sueh words as passed his lips 
had never before rane through that assembiy. 

T shal, not attempt—ner could PE do it, tor want of a 
repori--to quate his own words; but the cidest minister 


present declared, years afterward, that they scorched and _ 


nurnt wherever they fA. N sketch of his subject will be 
sulficient here, 1) seeras that he had lived all his days 
in ignortarce sud ain. without an hour's schooling, with- 
out any training either for this world or the wext, with- 
out any knowledge of the affairs-of humanity, having 
sprang up like one of the eedars on his own mountains, 
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reprieve, Lt wes in the midst of a camp merting fervor — 


that he at Tast fount peace; and there his eantic ejieuls- 
tion, J've got it, De got it!? was like the w oe 


Eureka of the Sytaeusan, when his oe eta a 
cleetritied his own breast. 

Then he came home to tell his neigilinrs hands hail 
had done for his soul Forsuking all other duties, he 

wandered trom exbin to cabin, and, wherever he found a 
hearer, he exiled upon bim to dees = sins. Lis sued 
Inereased every day. <qree 

Soon his rude but forcible illustrations | eae to tal 

upon the hearts of those simple mountaineers, as the 
words of a second John Baptist, erying out, Prepare ve 
the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.” : 

And yet he seemed to have no idea that he was ealled 
to preseh. Such thought as that of entering the ministry 
did not enter his breast. Although his heart overtlowed 
with the one subjeet, and he declared his determination 
tu speak that subjeet te others, se lang as he lived, yet it 
was only asa friend eounsels friend that he expweted to 
doit—nemoere, Tow could de become a preacher? He 
couldn't read a hyiny or a text: he hadn't means to buy 
doesent clothing, or pay for a session’s scluoling, Dat he 
was guided right, for he fell in with a gentleman whe was 
botanizing among his tative hills, and had the guod for- 
tune to spend a Rebbath in his company. This mam, a 
prolound observer of human natere, and a friend of his 
apecies, was struck with the pecularitics of the case, aml 
although 40 professor in a religions way, yet he felt eon: 


vinced that the band of might wae here. He, therefore: 


advised him to apply to some religious association, bedare 
whith be could lay opew hie legrt, and be undersmod. © 

The reanits 4 thie coutisel we heve seen in his eoumng 
to Presbrow’y, and presenting himecif, a etranger to all, 
the manner before described, This history, much elabo- 
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without a question, and asked me to ride and tie with jim. 
The proposition was so bluntly made as to leave out all 
possibility of refusal, and Tat once seceded to his request. 
On we jogged together, and before I knew what 1 was 
about, L found myself giving him a somewhat tedious 
report of my day's labor, even to the preciseness of spec- 


He heard me patiently through—I Jauzh at myself now 
when T think of it—and then, with the most singular earn- 
estness, inquired i) T thought such labor redounded to the 
vlory of God! Althouzh taken all aback, as the sailors 
say, by the oddity of the association, yet 1 was not ill- 
read in the arguments of Buckland, Silliman, and Paley, 
and Torephed that divines of the greatest eminence con- 
sider the study of nature as the study of the first revela- 
tion of God. Tle was struck with the remark, hackneyed 
as it was, and Jabored to draw me further out; but, feel+ 
ing some diffidenee upon this branch of my profession, I 
declined further debate, and changed the handle of the 
conversation into his hand, He took it, and it was then 

all about Jesus Christ and his relizion, and how much 
that religion is needed in the world, and how well every 
kind of talent fits in the spiritual temple not made with 
hands, and a great deal more to the same purpose. 
Arriving in sight of my bearding-house, he asked me, 
in aamest humble and winning tone, if Lwould joi him 
ina wayside prayer; and as T could not, for the life of 
me, refuse, we kneeled togethyr, and he prayed tor the 
“learned and interesting stranger,” that he might he led 
to the foot of the cress In an early dey, and find, with a 


vision sharpened hy faith, that the “revelation of eraee® > 


fur exceeds the “revelation of nature’? in its displags of 
ihe wisdom, power, and love of God. We ported then, 
neither having inquired the name or residence ahs 
other. a a 
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old, to the stand, and by their eagerness it was plain thet 
something was expected beyond the ordinary; and | con- 
gratulated myself upon having secured so faverable a 
location, to gain the full advantage of it. I should have 
observed that this location was direetly under the pulpit, 
Jeaning, in faet, aguinst it, and Twas, of course, debarred 
from secing the countenance of the speaker. There is 
some lithe awkwardness, too, connected with that partien- 
lar sent, for if the minister chance to prove a pulpit: 
thumper, as many do, you misht be suddenty aroused by 
the fall of a pitcher of water, or the big Bible, upon ded 
cranium, as have more than once beheld it, 00 

The opening services, which are usually short esaiah 
meetings, Were seo passed over, for it is plain that this 
class of preachers look upon them as lightly as Napoleon 
estimated the Tirailleur service, and they hasten up the 
artillery. - 

The text was announced in a voice that I tiaamodiniat 
recognized as that of my traveling friend of a few days 
previous. To rejeieed at the omen, His subject of diss 
course was embraced in the single word * Consider.” and 
Jed off by the odd remark, that if we would read the Di 
ble diligently we could find it there, so he theught it un- 
necessary to point out chapter aud verse! Tt is immoate- 
rial for me to follow him through his divisions and exhi- 
bitiens of the sublect. My purpose ts simply to shew 
what the mountain preacher-Lou, tor it was lie, had done 
with himsei’ in tn years, during which he had been de- 
voted to the calling of aminister. TGs rst half year lad 
been spent in sehoo., and although his edueattenal prog: 
ress had hardly been such as his friends anticipated, yet . 
by preaching nights and Sundays, and exhartimg all the 
time, he had got-up a revival of religion im the selupnd 
Which swept like wikdfire, and brow sht in scores: ie 
fold of the Chureh. 
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raised us te our fect Hike a trumpet, swayed us to and fro, 
to follow, as TP suppose, the directions of his hand; and 
at the closing appeal ‘for mourners to come forward and 
be prayed for? such a rush was made that [T eould not 
have withdrawn from my position with less than Amalek’s 
streneth, and was compelled to endure aii compression 
as TP never before experienced, 

At the hour of communion-service LT heard him depic- 
ture the scene ‘ton that dark, that doleful night,” 

“When power ef carth and hell arrayed ita 

Against the Son of God's delight ;” 

and truly Thad never before seen the tree of the Man a 
sorrows, nor heard him speak. Will the reader forgive 
the personal allusion, when | say that, eynie as 1 may be, — 
or may hare been, that effort brought my inmost soul to 
deelare that ‘almost thou persundest me to be a Chris- 
tin? At night that mountain voice again spoke upon us, 
andere T deft the next morning a large aceession, in the 
wav of new converts, was joyfully announeed to the con- 
gregation, 

Since that period T have often sat under the ministry 
of Georve Willets, and never bat to admire the inexhaust- 
ible ferttity of a soil that Jay fallow for so many years. 
Maturity of intellect is upon him. The vagaries ef his 
youthtal exercise in the pulpit have been conquered, but 
the eloquence, the originality, the gentle vein of Chiistion 
jove he retains. 

T have been farnished with anecher sketch af a Taisen 
woods preacher, which L will give: 

Immense was the gathering at the Methodist camp 
ground new Springteld, on the second Sunday of Sep- 
iember, 1852. A powerful magnet had attracted this 
wreat mass of peaple trom their homes in many counties 
a hundred mites round. ‘The new presiding elder, a late 
arrival from Kentucky, an orater of wide-spread and cal 
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with phosphorescent flame. It was like a theater. It 
was a theater in the open air, on the green sward, beneath 
the starry blac, incomparably more pieturesque and gor- 
geous than any stage seenery, prepared within walls of 
brick or marble, where the elite of cities throng to feast 
their eves on beauty and their cars on music of silvery 
sound, 

Presently a form arose in the pulpit, and cade 
giving out a hymn, preliminary to the main exercises, and 
every eye became riveted to the person of the stranger. 
Indeed, as some one said of Burke, a single flash of the 
gagzer’s vision was enough to reveal the extraordinary 
man. although, in the present case, it must, for the sake 
of truth, be acknowledyed that the first impression was 
ambiguous, if not enigmatical and disagreeable, is 
fieure was tall, burly, massive, and seemed even more 
gigantic than the reality from the crowning foliage of 
juxuriant, coal-black hair, wreathed into long, eurling 
ringlets. Add a head that looked as large as a half- 
bushel, beetling brews, rough and cragwy as frasmentary 
eranite, “irradiated at the base by eyes of dark fire, smedl 
and twinkling like dinmonds in a sea—they were dia- 
monds of the soul, shining in a measureiess sea of hu- 
mor—a swarthy complexion, as if embrowned by a sonth- 
ern sun, rich, rosy lips, always slightly parted, as wearing 
a perpetual smile, and you have a lifelike. partraif of 
Mr: ~, the fartamed backwoods preacher, 

Though | heard it aU, from the text to the amen, Dam 
forced to despair of any attempt to convey an aceurate 
ides of evher the substance or memner of the sermon 
which tllowed. There are ditherent sorts of sermons— 
the sreumentary, the dogmatie., the postulary, the per 
atiasive, the punitive, the eembative, ‘in orthodex bles 
and knocks,” the logiesi, and ihe pwetie: but this speei- 
raen belonged te none of these eategories. It was sue 
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on and Janshed wich the rest, but waa 4 “or io = 
the result as to the speaker. 

-* Tow,” E exclaimed, mentally, eewill, ee namie 
to extrievte his sudience from that deep whirlpool of lu- 
mor? Tf he cnds thus, when the merry mood subsites, 
and ealm retleetion supervenes, will not the revulsion of 
feching be deadly to his fame? Will not every hearer 
realize that he has been tritled with ino mrattters of saered 
and eternal interests?) At all events, there is no prospeet 
of arevival to-nizht; for were the orator a magician, he 
could not change his subject now, and stem the torrent: of 
headlons laughter,” 

But the shat) of my inference fell short of the mark; 
and even then he commenced to change, not all at once, 
bat eradually, as the wind of a thunder-cloud. Tis fea- 
tures Jost their comical tinge of plensantry ; his voiee grew 
first earnest, and then solemn, and soon wailed out in the 
tones of deepest pathos: bis eyes were shorn of their mild 
light, and yielded streams of tears, as the fountain of the 
hill yielded water. The effect was indeseribable, and the 
rebound of feeling bevond all revelation. Te deseanted 
on the horrors°of hell, ull every shuddering face was 
turned downward, as if expecting to see the solid glone 
rent asunder, and the fathomless, fiery gulf vawn from 
beneath. Brave men moaned like sick infants, and fair, 
fashionable women, covered with silken drapery, and be- 
dicht with gems, shreked as if a knife were working 
among their heart-strings. 

Agein he changed the theme; sketched the Jeys of a 
righteous death—ita foith, its hope, its winged rapiures, 
aud what beautiful angels attended the spirit to ts starry 
home—with such force, great and evident belief, that all 
eyes were turned toward heaven, aa the ontire eongrega- 
tictt started ta their fee:, as if to hail the vision of ane 
gels at which the finger of the preacher seemed io be 
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alone, with nothing around him bui woods and waters, 
birds, mountains, Sun, oe, and stars. Furthermore, he 
bought him books of literature and science, and pored 
over them as he rode alony, with an ardor and perse- 7 
vernnee such as perhaps never was witnessed within the 
stone walls of a college. Thus he mastered mathematics, 
logie, physic, law, and several languages, ancient and 
modern. O, believe me, believe all human history, there 
ix no teacher dike the student's own hard-working intellect, 
urced on to aetion and euided in its cflorts by the emnip- 
otence of an uncenquerable will, 

“Why did not this western prodigy achieve for himself 
amore extended renown? Why did he not climb to the 
lofdest stations in the Chureh? Tf this narrative be true, 
he owsht, before now, to have been a bishop, at least.” 

The statement of a few facts will selve the problem. 
Let it be remembered, then, that the Methodist Episcopal 
Church is a hierarchy, in whieh the dispensation of eler- 
inal honors rests exclusively with the bishops and General 
conferenees of iinerants, where the laity and loeal preach- 
ers are unrepresented, and, consequently, have no voice, 
Hence. in that seet, populir eloquence, and other showy 
qudities, have never been foul suflicient passports to the 
pre-eminent disUmetions of authority and office, but often 
to the reverse, The bishop's gown must be worn by 
steady, austere devotion, not by brilliant eratery er pro- 
found and varied learning. 

Oa this perilous rock Mr, -—- *s lofty vessel was 
shivered inte atoms of a hopeless wreck. He made ho 
pretensions to superior sanctity; nor was it inawifested in 
his conduct and demecnor, whether in the prlpit or in 
private life. Indeed, he was distinguished by one very 
anclerical peculiarity —combativensss a the superlative 
devree, His battles, thorsh always apparently in the de- 
feneive, Were as numerous as the celebrated Bowie. The 
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nethin’ but the clear thine, se they wont? rejoined Fink, 
indignantly. Lf 

Are you ready 2” asked My. . 

“Ready as a race-hoss with a light rider,’ answered 
Fink, squaring his ponderous person for the combat. 

But the bully spoke too soon; for scareely had the 
words Jett his lips when Mr, made a prodigious 
bound toward his antagonist, and accompanied it with a 
quick, shooting punch of his hereulean fist, which foil, 
erashing the other's chin, and hurried him to the earth 
hike lead. ‘Then even his intoxicated comrades, filled 
with involuntary admiration at the feat, gave a cheer, 
But Fink was up in a moment, und rushed upon his 
enemy, excliming, 

‘¢That wasn't done fair, so 1t warn’t.”’ a 

He wimed a ferocious stroke, which Mr. parried 
with his loft hand, and, grasping his throat with the right, 
erushed him down as if he had been an infant. Fink 
strugyled, squirmed, and writhed in the dust; but all to 
no purpose; for the strong, muscular fingers held his 
windpape, as in the jaws of an iron vise, When he 
began to turn purple in ube faee, aod ceased to resist, 
Mr. ————-slackened his hold, and inquired, 

“Will you pray now 7” 

“LT doesn’t huow a word how,.”? gasped Vink. 

“Repeat afler me,” commanded Mr. ———. 

«Well, if 1 must, I must,’ answered Fink; “ becntce 
yeu're the devil hiaself”" 

The preacher then said over ihe Lendl’s prayer line by 
line, and the eonquered bully responded in the same way, 
wheti the victor permitted him te rise. At the con stn 
ation the rowdies roared three boisterous cheers. Fink 
rhouk Mr. "a hand, decharing, 

“By golly, you're some beans in a bar-fight. Td 
rather aet to with an old *he* bar in dog-days, You cap 
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CHAPTER XVIII, 
THE YOUNG MISSIONARY AND THE ROBBER. 


The following account of a mnissiunary from one of the 
eastern stites, who had completed his theological studies 
and received lis commission to labor in the wesi, has 
heen furnished me for publication, Like many who come 
from the east, he was wonderfully ignorant of the west. 
Tle had seen, oceasionally, an article in some of the three 
or four religious pericdicals of that period, about the 
fir west, and with a benevolent desire of doing good to the 
destitute and scattered pioneers of this remote and then 
seareely-known region, had traveled on horseback from 
is native village, preaching on Sabbaths, as ercasion 
ottered, during his long journey. Ohio was then ‘said 
to be’ a Jand of moral desolation; Indiana was *tsup- 
posed? to be many degrees lower in the seale of eiviliza- 
dion; and the new siate of Ulinois was imagined to be site 
usted very near the jumping-off place. AA vague and 
somewhat doubtful impression existed as to the locality 
and character of Misseuri; and Kentucky was known 
abroad by report for its fighting and gouging propensities, 
while the population were characterized as *hait-horse, 
half-allizator, and a touch of the snapping- turtle.” 

Among the vague and rather indistinet impressions of 
the eharacter and habits of the frontier adventurers, that 
flouted aver the raind of the youny missionary, were those 
of robbery and murders. 

During the period of inquiry and anxious meditation 
ehout devoting lis lite as a missionary of the cross, in the 
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behind. His outer garment was neither a eoat, frock, ner 
Blowse. In western parlance, it was a hunting-shirt, made 
of dressed decr-skin, with the eape and side-strips curi- 

ously notched and fringed, but to the missionary it had an 
alurming aspect. 

Over it bung a pewder-horn and bullet-pouch, wil 
around his body was a leathern belt, in which was thrust 
a formidable knife. A loaded rifle carelessly lay across 
the rider's shoulders. 

Nor was his personal appearance in the least ete 
prepossessing. He sported a black beard of three weeks’ 
growth, and dark, eltish locks of hair could be scen be- 
neath the skin-cap. His countenance, from constant ex- 
posure to the weather, was swarthy, and a rough, stalwart 
frame seemed, to the alarmed missionary, of gigantic pro- 
portions, It had braved the storms of more than farty 
Winters. 

Every indieation painted most vividly on the yobtunhed 
imagination of the missionary the danger that huny over 
him. The first impulse was te urge his horse into a 
flight. A second thought convineed him of the hopeless- 
ness of the attempt, and breathing a word of prayer to 
heaven for proteetion, he felt to submit to his fate, with a 
gleam of hope that the desperado, who was but a few 
yards trom him, might, peradventure, spare his life. ue 

The sulatation that struck on his ears, ina harsh, gut- 
tural voice, conveyed no consolation to his mind, and only 
served to incrense his alarm. He seed 

“Hallo, dig te What are you about there? Where 
are Vou nding? 

The reply was given in the language of weakness and 
submission, and something was added, with indistinet 
wtteranee, about giving up his herse snd equipments if 
his life might be spared. Learning, on further inquiry, 
that his reute was across the river, to a settlement some 
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his life, feeling a desree of reconciliation te the toss of 
his horse, his saddle-bags, and the contents of his purse, 
which last contained but a few dollars for traveling ex- 
penoes. In his saddle-bays were divers articles of ap- 
parel which he could spare, and there was the pocket- 
Bible, the ciftt of a mother now in heaven, a hymn-book, 
and a small package of neatly-written sermons, which 
had eost him several months’ labor, and, as he fancied, 
were admirably adapted to disperse the clouds of igno- 
rance that brooded over the inhabitants of Hlinois. 

In the mean time, the settler, hunter, or robber, in 
Whatever vocation he might appear, had replenished the 
fire with some logs of dry hickory, while the busy house- 
wife was preparing the homely meal. 

Li consisted of fried) venison-steak, ‘ce halal and 
highly-flavored coffee, with the appurtenances of fresh 
cream and excellent butter, 

The missionary, who had eaten nothing sinee scale 
dawn, sind was cogitating whether feminine humanity 
would not afford him a morsel in the eorner where he 
sit, was startled with the invitation, ‘Sit by, stranger, 
wnd take a bite.” 

If surprise and vratitude were the first eis: 


amazement tollowed, when the apparent robber implored — 


the blessing of Ged in a sonorous voice, closing with an 
EXpressive @men. 

Bewildered and confused, the missionary forgot to cat, 
till repeated!y reminded by the now apparently-hospitable 
landjord and his kind-hearted wife that he did not eat. 
© Perhaps he was net used to such fare. Would he take 
asupot milk? tHe did wor seem to regain his appetite 
Wi the offieious lousewite brought on her platter of 
honeyv. gathere L from the hollow syeamore, and made 
divers apologies that her Jarder contained nothing he 
could eat. 
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grasp, the valedictory was, © Now, stranger, you know 
Where my eabin is: don’t pass without giving me a call, 
and siay long enough to give the people a preach.” 

The misstonary found a field of labor in a new and 
growing villaze, amone a population quite as intelligent 
and virtuous as the people of his native state, and a 
ehurch edifice, a Sabbath school, and Bible class rose 
under his labors, 

The Methodist preacher, whom his brethren at quer- 
terly meeting never suspected of having been mistaken 
for a robber, in due time doffed his wolf-skin eap and 
leather hunting-shirt, became clad in cotton garments, 
spun and wove by his industrious wife, made a lurse farin, 
prepared spacious ‘camping ground ” for the annual con. 
seerations, and witnessed the eonversion of magne sinners 
under his own Iabors. . 

The missionary acknowledyed to the writer, when he 
revealed, in a somewhat confidendal manner, the story 
of lis fright, that he was but half nines when he 
eame to [hnats. 

Both these men had their appropriate spheres of use. 
fuluess, to which they were fitted by nature, habits, edu- 
mations and vraee and both, many years sinee, received 
the plaudit, * Well done, theu good and faithful servant: 
enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.” 
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my experience as aaminister, | had heard of wothing like 
it, The impression made upon my mind was deep and 
powertul. His deep devotion, his youth, his delicate con- 
stittition, the circumstance of his dying alone and wnat- 
tended in the wilderness, was like a wave of wormwood 
ever iny soul, rolling its bitterness. How did L wish that, 
instead or that frail form being exposed to the fatigues of 
that fatal journey, it had fallen to my lot, as one reared — 
amid such seenes would have been likely to have survived 
the perilous mission. But To must uot anticipate. The 
history of this youns preacher is short, but full of inei- 
dent. 

He wes born in Virginia, though the date of his birth is 
notexaedy known, Atan carly age his father removed to 
the state of Georgia. But litle is known of bis early lite, 
exeept that he possessed those remarkable traits of charae- 
ter which were so fully developed in after lire, About the 
year 1608 he was made the hoppy subject of the con- 
yerting grace of God, and united himself with *he Meth- 
fodist Episcopal Coureh. [i was not lone after his conver 
sien that the inward moniiions of the Spuit were felt, 
urcing him to enter his Lord’s vineyard, and engage in 
the work of calliny sinners to repentapee. In matters of 
such sulema import, ihe Spirit rarely moves upon the 
heart of the individaal in advance of the impressions of 
ibe Church; and he scarcely begins ta feel it his duty to 
extort smoners to flee the wrath ta come, and be enved 
from their sins, before he is mvited by the Church to ax- 
eros is gifis. Some ran before they are called. Of 
such are thoee who profess to be called of Got to preach 
ihe Gospel, but who, nolwihstanding all their efforts, nan 
hot convince the Charch of that fact. Generally speadk- 
ing, the votee of the Church is the voice of God, and 
what is done in her holy councils is ratified in heavpa. . It 
wes soon diseovered that youns Nodey had a wow upon 
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ineHicient ministry, Nowdey aud his coudjutors were carry- 
ing the bread o life to starving, dying thousands, and 
booming beaven with litde Jess than the redeemed of hea- 
then lands. If s’rinceton, Yale, Union, and Rochester, 
were emptied tu-r uy, and scattered among the destitute of 
our frontier setdements, how Jong do you think, gentle 
reader, it would ake them to acquire the efficiency of a 
backwoods iinerant in getting souls converted to Gad? 

On this mission, where appolnunenis were as far apart 
as conferences now are Jong, or as would embrace an en- 
ure eireuit, he never Jost an appointment. He never 
sopped tor wet or cold. The invisiole hand beckoned hins 
vnward, the tnaucible voice urged him forward, and often 
without a horse he would take his saddie-bags on hi: 
stoulvers and wack to his appointments. Ln regard to the 
hours of sleep, he carried out to the letier the rules of the 
Mather of Method.sm, and at early morn, while many were 
locked fast ia the embrace of Morpheus, he was up with 
the lark, at his morning orisuns, Lt is reported ef tim, 
that be most diligently instructed the children, in every 
place——a duty, alas! too often neglected by many who 
have declared before God and the word that they wows 
attend to jt. The poor slave was not forgotien in his daily 
ministrations. Every day, almost, found him in the hat 
ul the sate son and daughter of Affica, teaching them 
the religion of Christ, and the way to heaven; and bed it 
uot been for the labors of just such iaithful men, * Unele 
Yom’s Cuhin®” would bave been deveid of every elenent 
of interest. Hut not only did he mstract the childyon, 
nad lebor and pray with the slave, but at every house, 
among parents and masters, with the young aad the old, 
the rich and the poor, the bond and the free, he endear- 
ored to make full proof of his- ministry by “warping every 
iaan, and teachioy every man iz all wisdom, thet be might 
present every man perfect in Cnrist Jesus.” 
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deep waters, with weariness and faintness, with fastings 
and watchings, he journeyed on. The peeuliariies of 
the work anade it necessary, in the estimation of the 
bishop. foc him to return to the circuit next year, and, 
without a murmur or a sigh, he started out again for his 
distant fied, 

Ile was accompanied by a fellow-missionary across the 
Mississippi and through a vast swamp. ‘The difileulties — 
they had to encounter were almost incredible, and, coming 
toa place where they must separate, after embracing each 
other, with mutual benedictions, they paried, 

Tt was in the latter part of November, and it was a 
dark, cold. rainy day. Arriving at night at the house of 
a friendly man, where he staid till morning, imparting the 
comforts of religion to its inmates, he departed on his 
journey. Across his path there lay a large swamp and 
deep creeks, and not a single white man was to be found 
between that and the place of his destination, Alone he 
traveled on till evening, when he found himseit at an 
Indian village. Having to cross a ereck before night, 
and apprehending from the rains that it weubd be swolen, 
he employed an Indian to go with him. When he avrived 
ov its banks, he found it, as he anticipated, a full and 
anery flood, rushing tumaltwously along. There was ne 
avernative bat to eross or remain with the savages: so he 
chose the former, and, leaving his valise, stddle-bags, and 
a pares! of beoks with the Indian, he urged his horse imto 
thie streum. No sooner did his noble charger strike the 
furious current than he was beaten dewn the flood. The 
noble animal battled courageously with the tide; but be- 
fore the other shore was reached, horse and rider were 
fur below the landing-place of the ford, and, the banks 
lwing high and preeipitous, it was impossible tor the horse 
to gain w foethordt or make the ascent of ihe other share. 
In the strugele to do so the rider was thrown, and, grasy- 
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CHAYV TER 2. 


ITINERANT LIF CONTINUED. 


Tue Steubenville conference of 1818 lasted cight days, 
and wis a most interesting season. Twas reappointed to 
the Ohio district, and, after conference, started with my 
brethren to my fiekdov Iuber. AML the preachers seemed 
disposed to do and suffer the will of God in the discharge 
of the duties growing out of their voeation. 

For some years Bishop M’Kendree had been interested 
in the various tribes of Indians, and was anxious to have 
missions established amone them. A work of grace hav- 
ing commenced among the Wvyandotts, at Upper San- 
dusky, through the instramentalicy of a colored exhorter— 
J. Stewart—the Bishop made an engayzement with my 
brother, Joha P. Finley, to vo among them and teach the 
youth to read and write, and to preach to the adults. 
Brother Montgomery was eppeinted to labor among the 
Titans in company with Stewart, and for his support a 
collection was tiken up of five and ten dollars from the 
prescbers. At this conference the Bishop asked me if [ 
would not go there and jaher as a missionary. 1 vemarised 
that 1 did not think I had the necessary qualifications, and 
that there were others who would do vastly better. 1 
thought I had not suflicient patience to teach schaol, 
Atier some further conversation on the subject we parted,, 
but mot without a sirony impression made upon iny mind 
by the remarks of the Bishop, that at some future day it 
Was his miention to. send me to that work. 

We had a fine time on the distriet during the winter. 
The area ot Tmmanaei’s kingdom was enlarged. As fast 
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every heart. The tinerents canght the holy fire, and 
thus. newly Thaptized with the unetion from above, went 
ont with iresh zeal into the vineyard of their Lord. 
These barkwoods bishops traveled from Meine to Georgia 
and from the Atantie te the Mississippi, on the farthest 
hounds of western population, encountering every bard- 
chin; and their annual visits were looked for by preachers 
and people, saint end sinner, with the gremtest anxiety and 
pleasure. 

Nothing occurred at this conterence to mar the peace 
and harmony which prevailed in the itinerant ranks. 
Delevates were elected to the General conference whieh 
wis to be held-in the following May, and, the business 
being finished, cach preacher started to his field of labor. 

This vesr Lo was appointed to the Lebanon district, 
which was bounded as follows; namely, on the south by 
the Ohio river and on the north by the lakes, including all 
the territory in Michizen. My distriet included the India 
mission at Upper Samlusky: and, although the missioa ts 
not wamed in the Minutes of that year, L was nevertheless 
chosen as superintendent. To made an appointment for 4 
quarterly meeting for this mission at Zanestield, on the 
weters of Mad river, the 13. and d4th of November. 
see Methodist Magazine, 1620, page 35, Here the reader 
will find an account of the first quarterly meeting ever 
held among the Indians. . 

Tocommenced my work by attending two camp mect- 
ings, one of which was six miles west of Syringtield, 
This was a deeal preachers’ eamp meeting, at which there 
were qowsent, T think, about twenty local preachers. As_ 
radicalism had begun to show itecl!, there was a consider. 
able of prejudice aeainst the traveling preachers. Brother 
Jobn Strange, of blessed memory, was my conductor: and 
be remarked te me on the way, that it was highly probalie 
weweuld meet with a eool reception, as the local brethren 
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‘ts session the first of May. As conference progressod, i 
was discoverable that there existed, unhappily, sume dis- 
eordant elements in ihe body. The east seemed to be 
cvriyed ayainst slavery, and the south against pewed 
churches. There was also another question which was of 
A somewhat exeiting character, and which appeared to 
earry every thing before it, 1 allude to the election of 
prestling eblers. A resolution proposing a change of the 
Discipline, so as to mike the afhee of presiding elder elect- 
we, was offered by the Rev. Dante! Ostrander, and the 
resolution was diseussed with great zeal und ability. The 
conference seemed so equally divided, it was hard to tell 
which side would 2ain the vietory. The bishops and yre- 
sting elders were mostly committed to the old plan of ap- 
pouting presidine elders: and as the latter usually eon- 
stituted the delegation. there was a prospeet of the rule 
being retained; but so vigorously did the friends of the 
few measure contend for a change which they deempd 
most in accordance with the genius of Arerican Methed- 
ist, that it was confidently hoped they would cuceeed. 
Before coming ta » vote, a compromise was proposed by 
the Rev. Ezckiel Cooper, of the Philadelphia conference, 
that there should be a committee of nine appeased to 
consult and repori, This committee reported, thet in the 
appointment of presiding elders, the behop should have 
tlie power to nominate two or three men for eack distries, 
and the conference should ehoose from among these the 
presiding elder. This report passed by a large smagqistiy. 
Rey. Joshua Sole, who had been elected bishop. prévions 
to this action. refused to be ordained. unless the eonfar- 
ence would. reverse iis action, The reason he gaveseme, 
that in ble option the action of the conference was unéon- 
stituiionsl, mod he eouid not administer discipline under 
it © Bishop M’Kendree, who was unwell, and was nod iu 
conference at the time of the passage of the report, came 
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day and night with increasing power, and over one hun 
dred and titty were sounaiy econverced to God. Milford 
camp meeting was alsa a time of great power, there war 
amilhty shaking among the dry bones. A leader of ini- 
delity, renowned for his advocacy of error, was awakened 
and converted, and sent out by the Spirit to bear tesu- 
mony to the truth of that religion which he had reviled. 
White-oak camp meeting was held at Indian hill, and 
Was the most powerttl one Thad attended on the district. 
How many were converted I sim not able to say, but do 
number was large. On Sabbath L baptized one hundred 
persons betore nine oelock, by sprinkling and pourin.. 
Brother G. W. Light wrote down the names as 1 an- 
nounced them, and gave them to me. Among the nun. 
ber is the mame of our beloved and unented William b. 
Christie, of whom L intend saying something hereatier, 
The Revs, Augustus Eddy and Charles W. Swain, both 
young preachers just citering upon their ministerial life, 
were af this meeting. 

Sirsit creck eamp meeting was held soon after, and was 
attended with mighiy power. On Sabbath morning, while 
brodier John Coijlins was praying, the Holy Spirit came 
down on us as a rushing, mighty wind, and more than one 
handred fell under the power of God; and such atime of 
weeping and rejoicing Lo never saw before. We were 
much annoyed by the rabble, who were set upon us by 
men provessing to wear the garb of Christian ministers, 
but more frequently by the whisky-makers and venders 
themselves. Pew men, in their sober senses, could be 
injuced to disgrace Giomselves by interrupting the wor- 
chip or God. aud these few must be besotted and imbru- 
ted to a degree past recovery, who would cut to pieces the 
harness, saddles, bridles. tents, ete., of the worshipers, 
aid howl around the encampment like skulking wolves, 
Such creatures were sometimes handled prety roughly by 
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appointment. Tlow changed the country and inbabitants 
stnee [passed through in 1600 with the drove of cattle! 
From a wild, desolate region, where savages roamed, now 
could be seen rruitful farms, where could be found peace- 
ful Christian families, in whose houses were ereeted altars 
to the God of the Bible. L was hailed, by preacher and 
people, with vladness, as one that bringeth glad tidinys 
to the ends of the earth. Lo had the honor of being the 
first presiding elder that set his foot on the Miami of the 
Jakes, and had the privilege of holding the first quarterly 
meeting, love-feast, or sacramental meeting ever held in 
this now densely-populated country, Our meeting com- 
menced under the most favorable auspiees. The few who 
exme tovether—end there were some who had come the 
distance of seventy-five miles—sat together in heavenly 
places inoour Lord Jesus Christ. The banner of Divine 
love was spread over us. Our meeting commenced on 
Friday malt and continued till Tuesday morning. Sev- 
eral professed relivion and joined the Church. The breth- 
ren were much refreshed and built up in holy faith. 
After visiting many of the settlements, [returned through 
the willerness to the Big Spring, where PE held a meeting 
with the Wyandots. Here the subject of a mission 
school was then under consideration by the prineipal 
mien of the nation: and they had been encouraged to 
think they might have two--one at Upper Sandusky and 
the other at this place. I showed them the impractiea- 
hility of organizing two schools, in eomsequence of the 
expense attending them, and that they must send. their 
children all to one place. We had a very pleseant and 
profitable meeting: but no hind of Chureh erganization. 
Ajl were permitted to join in the exercises who felt dis- 
posed. The religion of the natives seemed to be a kind 
of national religion. There being no Church orgeniga- 
tion and mo rales of discipline. none were called to an 
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our canoe and paddled on. As we reached the bay we 
found the wind blowing fresh from land and the waves 
rolling too high for our lite bark. The bay was five 
miles wide. and, notwithstanding the boisterous weather, 
othe Tmians were for going directly across. To this 1 
objected: amd we finally agreed to take the esst side and 
coast nround. Several times our eanoe filled with water, 
and we had to run ashore, pull it out, and turn it over— 
then reluinehing, pat to sen oeain, A more serious dis- 
aster befell us when we got within two hundred yards of 
the shore at Goat Island. A sudden squall upset our 
bark, plunging us allin the deep. Being unable to right 
up our vessel without something more substantial than 
water on whieh to rest our leverage, we swam with our 
boat to the shore. Here we took our cance on our 
shoulders, and carrying i: about a mile, we launched 
aeain and re-embarked. We paddled on, battling with the 
waves, end finally arrived within four miles of Porthind. 
Taking my saddle-lrogs on my shoulder, T walked to town, 
almost exhausted for the want of something to eat, Here 
T stopped ata tavern, and, ordering a room with a fire, I 
emptied my saldle-hars, and, spreading their eewtents, 
with my elothes, before it, went to bed and slept till the 
sun urese next morning. Getting up, [found all my 
things tolersbly well dried, except my books, and, after 
tokine my breakfast. [got on bord the boat, and arrived 
at Detroit on Saturday morning, where I put up with my 
old friend, Mr. Jeremiah Dean. At this place I received 
a letter trom brother Kent, infarming me of his sickwess 
at the Rapides, and hia imabilicy to be with me. Ip. that 
Jetter he informed me that he had given out appointments 
for me every day during the week, except Saturday eed 
Monday. Thus vou see, dear reader, 1 had work enough, 
The weather was excessively hot; but, notwithstanding, 
we commenced our meetings. Having no church, we 
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you Kaintuck! you rascal! you cheat Indian!" Shortly 
after this we came within heariay of several camps ot 
Jndians. As we advaneed we found them in a drunken 
spree, singing, dancing, and hallooing as if all bedlam 
had broke loose. He asked me to turn in here and get 
some “lam.” “No,” said L, “you come on.” “Nay 
me eo, and quiek come.’ As soon as he was gone [ eut 
a stout hickory stick and put the Indian pony to his best. 
Soon TP heard the Indian yelling behind me; but he was 
notable to overtake me til PE reached Lower Sandusky. 
When he came up he commenced abusing me and charg- 
ing me with a disposition to run off with his horse. 1 
told him he must stop his abuse, as L would have no 
more of it. Did L not give one dollar for the use of 
your horse?” * Yes.” Well,” said I, “here is a hall 
dollar besides, to get your dinner with.” At this he 
turned his tame. and said “You cood man; you no Kain- 
tuck; vou my friend 

From this place [ ¢ot a conveyance to Fort Ball, where 
To found my horse, and traveled on to the Reservation, 
where Pmet the ehiefs and principal men and women of 
the Wyandot nation. 1 drew up a petition for them te 
send to eonferenee, whieh was to be held at Lebanon. 
Vide History of the Wyandott Mission, 

This year brother Morey was admitted on trial into the 
traveling connection, and appointed ta Detroit cireuit, 
where he promised ereat usefulness to the Church; but it 

pleased Him who holds the stars in his right hand, to eall 
lim from labor to reward. The Minutes of this year show 
ah inerense in the eonferenee of one thousand, six hundred 
and three. This was one of the best years of my itiner- 
ant life, A petition was sent this year io the bishops for 
tie to he stationed st Detroit, ‘This petition wes signed 
le Gov, Cass, the Messrs, Hunts, and principal citizens. 
Ju the petition they pledged themselves to poy all the 
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brother George Riley on the head, and T thought him 
dead for some time. Placing him on the wagon, | drove 
three-quarters of aomile, and then bled him betore he re- 
vived, All alone dt worked every day, from daylight til 
dark, ll my hands were so surely blistered [could not 
sleep atnicht. The narks of my fingers were left on the 
Ginbers smd lows from the blood which flowed allday. tn 
the course of a week brother fdley was able to help me. 
On Sabbaths [preached at the couneil-house. and held 
elass meetings with all whe would stay, On the fourth 
ef November we moved into our winter eabin, without 
window or door, but we hung a blanket up for a shelter. 
Soon as we took possession of our new home, a widow, 
who had no means of sustaining her Indian children. pre- 
sented us with tour, We could not refuse to take these 
poor children of the forest, thus thrown by Providence 
UPON US: 

Sister Harriet Stubbs, of blessed memory, volunteered 
to leave as peaceful and happy a home as eonld be found 
in the state, with every thing to make her happy, and be- 
come the matron and insiruetor of the poorest of the poor 
outessts, trodden under foot by vicions white men. She 
was a sister-in-law of the Hon. Judge M’Lesn, of Ohia; 
vad althouch revred in the tenderest manner, vet she for- 
sook all the advantages and blessings her station in hie 
scoured, and espousing the cause of God’s poor, fled to 
the relief of suffering humanity. She possessed more 
courage and fortitude than any one of her age and sex, 
that T have been sequainted with. It was but a shert 
time till she, the intrepid female inissionary, was the idol 
of the whole nation, They looked upon her es an angel- 
faessenger, sent from ihe spirit-land tw teach them the 
way to heaven, They called her the preity red-bird, and 
were only happy m. the light of her smiles. This most 
emiable young lady took charge of the Indian girls, and 
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nation were Tiboring hard to keep them in the Trdian 
faith, and every eJort was made to get these who had 
made a puotession of religion to ve back to heathenism, 
Tn addition to this, whisky-sellers were increasing to an 
alarming exient, aud 1 saw it was necessary to have a 
more thoreu chiy-orsanized state of society to resist these 
eneroaehmens, So Eb reselved, in direet opposition to 
seme of the iriends of the mission, to form a soviery on 
Methodist principles. 1 areordingly drew up a few arti- 
eles in reference to attending meeting, family and private 
prayer, the observance of the Sabbath, and total absti- 
nenee from all intoxicating liquors. These things 1 ex- 
plained so fully that they were perieetly undersiood ; and 
then Lmade an elfurt to form a elass, which resulted only 
in bringing out seven who were willing to live by rule. 
The tempersnee rule made a great stir among the whisky- 
traders, amd they tried to convinee the Indians that in 
thus pmtiing their mimes on paper, they had signed away 
tieir Indian liberty, and had beeome the slaves of the 
white man. The lines, however, were drawn, and the 
national religion, which allowed a man to be crank one 
day and very religious the next, was entirely broken ap. 
Phe head chwf and his secretary of war, Warpole, Col 
menced holding meetings every Sabbath, for the purpese 
of worshiping their Indian ged. Their ceremonies cone 
sisted in dancing, feasting, drinking, and their chief-priest 
was called upon to preach or rehearse the traditions of 
their Indian god, and the aighty works am. wonderful 
words of their ancient warriors in the day of battle. This 
at first drew many to worship with them. ‘The mexi Sab- 
bath Lexpounded my rules, showed the beneficial effeets 
they mmst produce if fairhdniy kept, and then opened the 
doors of the Charch. That day ten more joined—all of 
them of the most influential of the nation. Four ef them 
were principal eliets, Between-the- Lous, Mononecue. Hicks, 
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GREAT REVIVAL IN THE WEST, 0 


Iy the spring of 1800 one of the most astonishing and 
powerfal revivals occurred that has ever been kuewn in 
the western country, This was also the most extensive 
revival that perhaps ever was witnessed in this country, 
Lt was marked by some peculiarities whieh had not been 
known to characterize any revival in former times. The 
nearest approximation to it, of which Lean form any con- 
ception, Was the revival on the day of pentecost, when 
thousnnds were awakened and converted tu God under nm 
most oa umestiners, 

Th nencement of the revival is traceable to the 
jeint Jabors of two brothers in Cumberland county, Wen. 
tuck¥ one vf whom was a Presbyterian and the other a 
Methodist preacher, They commenced laboring together, 
every Sabbath preaching, exhorting, and praying alter 
nately, ‘This union was regarded as quite singuler, and 
excited the curiosity of vast multiindes, who cane to the 
places of meeting to hear two men preach who held views 
in theclogy supposed to be entirely autagonistie. Nothing 
waa discoverable in their preaching of e doctrimal elarat- 
ier, except the doctrine of man’s total depravity and ruia 
by sin, and his recovery therefrom by faith ta Dbrist. AD 
were exhorted to flee the wrath to come, aml be saved 
froma their sins. The word which they preashed owas 
attended with the power of God to the hearts of listening 
thousands. The mullinides who flocked from all parts of 
the conntry to hear them, heeame so vast that no church 
woald hell them. and they were obliged to resort te the 
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terror seemed to have pervaded the minds of all pm 
within the reach of their influences. — 

The great geneval ecimp meeting was held at Cane Ridge 
meetine-house. Chis house was cuit for my father, and 
here was my old aome. I have elsewhere described this 
mecting, or, rather, attempted to do so. Languaye is 
utierly impuissan’ to convey any thine like an adequate 
idea of the sublimity aad grandeur of the seene, ‘Twenty 
thousand persons tossed to and fro, ike the tumultuous 
waves of the sea in a storm, or swept down like the trees 
of the foresi under the blast of the wild tornade, was a 
sight which mine own eyes witnessed, but which neither 
my pen nor tongue can deseribe. 

During the reli gious exercises within the encampment, 
wll manner of wickedness was going on without. So deep 
and awful is man’s depravity, that he will sport while the 
very tires of perdition are kindling around him. Men, 
furious | with the eflects of the maddening bowl, would 
outrage all decency by their conduct; and some, mowited 
on horses, would vide at full speed amon s the people. 1 
saw one, who seemed to be a leader and cheaupion of the 
party, on a large, white horse, ride furiously into the pray- 
ing cirele, uttering the most horrii impreestions. Sud- 
denly, as if smitten by lightning, he fell from his horse. 
At this a shout went up trom the religious muitiiude, as if 
Lucifer himself had fallen. L urembled, for I] teared Gad 
had killed the bold and daring blasphemer. He extibived 
ho signs whatever of life: his limbs were rigid, his wrists 
pulseless, and bis breath gone, Several om his comrades 
came to see him, out they did pet gaze long uli the power 
of God came upoa ihem, and they fell like men slain in 
battle. Twas mech alarmed, bui-l had a great desire to 
see the issue, T watched him closely, while for thirty 
hours he Jay, to sli human appearaner, dead. During 

nistime the peopie kept up singing and praying. At last 
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These meetings exhibited nothing to the spectator wa- 
acquainted with them but a seene of confusion, sweh as 
seareely could be put into human language. They wore 
generally opened with a sermon or exhortation, at the 
close of which there would be a universal ery for merey, 
some bursing forth in loud ejaculations of prayer m 
thauksciving for the trath: some breaking forth in strong 
and powerful exhortitions, others flying to their careless 
friends with tears of compassion, entreating them te fy to 
Christ for merey > some, struck wich terror and conviction, 
hastening through the crowd to escape, or pulling away 
from their relutions, others trembling, weeping, erying for 
merey > some falling and swooning away, fil every ap- 
penance of life was gone and the extremities of the body 
assumed the coldness of death. These were surrounded 
with a company of the pieus, singing melodious songs 
adaped to the time, and praving for their conversion, 
But there were others collected in circles rownd this vari- 
egited seene, contending for and against the work. 

Many cireumstances transpired that are worthy of note 
in reference to this work, Children were often made the 
instraments through whieh the Lord wrought. At one 
of these powerful displays ef Divine power, a boy abort 
ten years ol lL broke from the stand in time of preaching 
vader very strong impressions, and having mounted a 
log at some distunee, and raising his votee in a mest 
affecting manner. cried out, “On the last day of the fomst 
Jesus stood aud cried, If any man thirst, let him come 
unto me wold drink.’ He attracted the main body of the 
congregation, and, with streaming eves, he warned the 
sinners of their danger, denouncing their doom, iW they 
persevered im sin, and strongly expressed his love forthe 
salvation of their souls, and the desire thet they would 
turn to God and live By this time the press was se great 
that he was teken up by two men and held above the 
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their common business on their farms, and others when 
they were attending to family or secret: devotions. Num- 
bers of thoughtless, careless sinners have fallen as sud- 
denly as if struck by lightning. Professed infidels, and 
other vieious characters, have been arrested, and some- 
times at the very moment when they were uttering their 
blasphemies against God and the work, and have, like 
Saul, declared that to be God’s work which they so vehe- 
mently persecuied, 

L trust I have said enough on this subject to enable my 
readers to judse how far the charge of enthusiasm and 
delusion is applicable to this work, unequaled for power 
and for the entire change of the hearts and lives of so 
many thousands of men and women. Lord Lyttleton, in 
his letter on the conversion of St. Paul, observes, and L 
think justly, that enthusiasm is a vain, self-righteous 
spirit, swelled with selisufficieney and disposed to glory 
in its religious attainments. If this be a good definition, 
there was as Tittle enthusiasm in this work as any other. 
Never were there more genuine marks of that humility 
which disclaims the inerits of its own works, and looks to 
the Lord Jesus Christ as the only way of acceptance with 
Cel. Christ was all and in all in their exereises and 
religion, and their Gospel, and all believers in their high- 
ext attainments seemed most sensible of their entire de- 
pendence upon Divine grace; and it was truly affecting to 
hear with what anxiety awakened sinners inquired for 
Christ as the only Physician who could give them help. 
“hose who eall this enthusiiem ought to tell us what they 
undersiand by the spirit ef Christianity. Upon the whole, 
this revival in the west was the most extraordinary that 
ever visited the Church of Christ, and was peeuliarly 
adapted to the circumstances of the country.  Intidelity 
Was triumphant, and retigien at the point of expiring. 
Something of an extravrdinary nature was necessary to 
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without influence, and mech perseeuted 5 Biel swab 
standing, they lifted up their voiee, 

Tt was at this juncture, and under these Sac 
that it pleased the Lord te look down upon the western 
country. Man’s extremity was God's opportunity, and 
the wonderful manifestation of Divine power swept away 
antinomianism, and infidelity, and every refuge of lies, 
There were some ia the Presbyterian Chureh who did not 
preach a partial Gospel, but who litted up their voice like 
a trumpet, and invited all to come to Jesus for salvation, 
assuring them that he died tor (all. Of this number was 
that man of God, Carey Allen. As a missionary he was 
‘a flame of fire,’ and thousands were awakened under 
his fervent, soul-stirring appeals. 

Not long afier the revival commenced, several of the 
Presbyterian ministers renounced Calvinism, and being 
persecuted by their brethren, they left the Chureh, and 
organized a new Presbytery, which was exlled the Spring- 
field Presbytery. As is often the case with those who 
separate from the Church beeause they judge it needs ref- 
ormation in doctrine or diseipline, so these brethren, un- 
fortunately, did not step Ge media res, but rushed to an- 
other extreme. ‘They ran into gross errors and heresies, 
as was seen in their apology for renouncing the jurisdie- 
tion of the Synod, the traet on the atonement by Mr. 
Stone, in PO04, and their sermons. | Methodists and Pres- 
byterians both saw that an enemy had come ing and was 
sewing teres broadeast over the field, and they retired to 
their own stands, and defended their own doctrines. 

The party which had separated were styled Newlights, 
but they have subsequently taken the name of Christian, 
In Jane, 1804, these preachers dissolved their Presbytery, 
and drew wp a very curious paper, which they signed, en- 
titled The dist Will and Testament of the Springfield 
Presbytery.’ Of the six ministers who signed this 
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considerable noise, In 1662 the Rev. Augustin Easton 
and Governor Garrard commenced a meeting on Cooper's 
ran. in Bourbon county. Here they proclaimed publicly 
the Arian and Soeimian doctrines. The wavering sepi- 
ratists were exeited and encouraged wonderfully by this 
mevement, as ts evident from their own confession and 
subsequent course. These unfortunate people—New- 
lighis—from the time they first began to preach their 
doctrines, were beset in their meetings with those wild ex- 
ereises that have been alluded to. See Benediet’s History 
of Baptist Church, vol. ii, p. 252. 

These strange exercises that have excited so much 
wonder in the western country came in toward the Jast 
of the revival, and were, in the estimation of some of the 
more pious. the chaff ef the work. Now it was that the 
humiluuting and often disvusting exercises of dancing, 
Inuching, jerking, barking like dogs, or howling like 
wolves, and rolling on the ground, manifested themselves, 
To add to their misfortune, being ripe for such a catwer 
trephe, a company of Shakers from New York found their 
way among them, and proselyted their most talented and 
useful preacher and not a few of their members. These 
fanatics for a season went on with a tremendous influence, 
threatening to sweep all before them. But they, like all 
ether wild and visionary people, had their day. 

If the reader should desire to find what the Hew: 
lights, or Christians, tereh, he will best obtain it from 
their own works. To refer the reader to Barton Stone’s 
exposition, In pamphiet form. 

The wild vagaries adopted by the Newlight peeadanie 
of Kentueky prepared them to gulp down all the ridieu- 
lous tenets of Shakerism, and this produced a general 
ckepticism in that state, that, I fear, will not he done 
away for generations, Ti may seem strange that all 
grades of Arians and Socinians have adepted immersion 
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CHAPTER ASH, 


NARRATIVE: CONTIRTED. 


LE coxtixvep at the Wyandott mission tll the fall ef | 
1607, having been envaged in the work of this mission 
fora period of five years. The reader will see that when 
T visited that nation there were but few who professed 
Christianity, and none who were members of the Church 
and regular observers of its ordinances. From a small 
Chureh organization, which [owas enabled to cffeet, the 
seciety gradually increased dll its numbers amounted to 
two hundred and sixty, and these were divided into 
classes, For aa account of the condition and prospects 
of the mission just before T was eailed away from it, T_ 
refer the reader to the report of Judge Leib to the Seere- 
tary ot War, which was made to the Government in 1026, 
as found in the © History of the Wyandott Mission,” pp, 
BH7, S68. 

At the conference of 1627 Twas appointed to the Leb- 
anon district, where T labored two years, and at the end 
of whieh time T was sent to Cincinnati station. The Rad- 
ieal secession had teken place wider the administration of 
inv predecessor, the Rev. John F. Wright, and Cincinnati 
was any thing else but a desirable appointment, After 
remaining in the statton twe years, 1 was placed upon the 
district, and after remaining two years, was returned to 
the station, and the Rev. Thomas A. Morris suceeeded me 
on the distriet. In the mean time, brother Morris being 
appointed editor of the Western Christian Advocate, I 
was again placed on the district. 
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velocity of thought, At length we reached the gates of 
paradise; and O, the transporting scenes that fell upon 
my vision as the emerald portals, wide and high, rolled 
back upon their golden hinges! Then, in its fullest 
extent, did L realize the invocation of the poet: 7 
“Parst, ve emerald gates, and bring 
Tomy raptured vision 
All the eestatie joys that spring 
Round the bright Mivsian.” 


Language, however, is inadequate to describe what 
chen, with unvailed eyes, | saw. The vision is indelibly 
pictured on my heart. Before me, spread out in beauty, 
was a broad sheet of water, clear as erystal, not a single 
ripple on its surface, and its purity and clearness inde- 
scribable, On each side of this lake, or river, rose up the 
most tll and beautiful trees, covered with all manner of 
fruits and flowers, the brilliant hues of which were re- 
flected in the bosom of the placid river, 

While I stood gazins with joy and rapture at the scene, 
a convey of angels was seen floating in the pure ether of 
that world. They all had long wings, and, althowsh they 
went with the greatest rapidity, yet their wings were 
folded close by their side. While [ eazed [asked my 
guide who they were, and what their mission. To this he 
responded, “They are angels, dispatched to the world 
from whence yeu came on an errand of merey.? TE eould 
hear strains of the most entrancine melody all around me, 
but no one was discoverable but my guide. At length L 
said, “ Will it be possible for me to have a sight of some 
of the just made perfect in glory 2° Just then there came 
before us three persons; one had the appearance of a 
male, the other a female, and the third an infant. The 
appearance of the first two was somewhat similar to the 
angels T saw, with the exeeption that they had erowns 
upon their heads of the purest yellow, snd harps in their 
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could not cease praising God. The next Sabbath I went — 
to camp meeting, filled with the love and power of God. 
There Ltold the listening thousands what saw and felt, 
and what (rod had done for me, and loud were the shouts 
or glory that reverberated through the forests. 

Though vears have rolled away since that bright, happy 
hour, vet the same holy tame is burning in my heart, and 
T retain the same glorious victory. “Hallelujah! for the 
Lord God omnipotent reigneth.” 

Beiny entirely restored to health, T went to conference, 
end was sent on the Zanesville district. Here, after many 
years, L returned to the same place from whenee PE started 
as from a pvint to travel round my first cireuit. Old 
brother Spangler, whose hospitalitics I first, and often sub- 
sequently, enjoyed, has long since left us, and 1 trust is 
now in heaven. Some of his family remain. David 
Spanvler, Esq, a talented lawyer, resides in Coshocton, 
He was always a stanch friend of his father’s people; 
and the same may be said of Isase Spangler, a distin- 
gaished physician of Zanesville. Several of the daugh- 
ters were Methodists, and perhaps are living sdll. Then 
Methodism was small and feeble, but Jaeob has arisen and 
become strong. This city has some of the firmest Meth- 
odisis: Moorehead, and Millis, and Howard, and the 
Coxes, Brush, and others, are an honor to any Church. 
Long may they live to honor God and Methodism ! 

T remained on the Zanesville district two years, and, 
at the request of the direetors of the Ohio penitentiary, 
Was appointed chaplain to that institution, where [ re- 
mained three years and a half A full aecount of my 
labors in that imstitution the reader will find in ** Prison 
fife.” 

In 1850, my health being feeble, took a superannuated 
relation, in hopes that rest would prepare me again for 
aetive service, 
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and trials incident to savage life. May the God of ms 
sions be with them! ; 
“Go, fated Indian, to the farthest verge 
Of earth’s remotest shore; 
There let the nizht-bird sing thy dirge, 
When thy weary wandering’s oer. 


Go sit upon the ocean’s brink, 
And in its solemn moan, 

Fit music for thy broken heart, 
Foret thy distant home. 


But the white man’s foot is on thy track, 
As the Ilood-hound seeks the hare; 

Then arise, and scale some barren rock, 
For the white man will not spare. 


Go dwell upon some crazy peak, 
Where the eagle makes her nest, 

And eternal snows are drifting down— 
There thy weary foot may rest. 


Away from where thy kindred sleep, 

Beneath a frigid sky; ; 
Where the wintery blast will treeze thy tears 

There lay thee down and die. 


Cast nota look te thy native land, 
But to that blissful shore, 

Where oppression’s sigh is never heard, 
And thou shalt weep uo more.” 


BBY. tse Bo PIS LY. es 


mv ve 
see ae} ‘ 


__ Boos - ouarTyR Exit, 
oe pisuor ASEVRT, LE FAVE GR oF 


We mar AMBRIOCAS MRtRODIEM. 


NB the Haven of 1971 Peines deerby, efitrn ver age 
nd Sah apenthae iin groring: bt Atlas, added on om 
aligtece Bie pilose of dcharkavion aed hiladeiphid. Tne 
enenitin wader od Methodism, ebe had slrandy toca 
ferg-om a witeden, bed dad veturacd without having a. 
acppliiiaate to any grest ante, dhe objects for twhniel dee 
“aninars nan whee eel) Hic We heart wirred withig bier te 
fe wails ol he Dinethinwn ie thie Sere, woeeere 
"apes. onelio- a gall Sor Fabentcess at dhp- andes fn 
Lcigall Tiss well wae mepouded toby Fvanse dahany. 
+ Ties? Podidones hick baa ever prealded sere ap 
‘Glteet perbope wee norer dwaniiexiwd mam elenally, on 
fa? er Matnodiom ta Ameria & command’, thu io the 
 gpieatihon at Chak Bee, ad om agent whose poenliar fiteers 
fay tio shes; of cogaeizing, giving dipeiiee, sar imepanting 
"Steele ae agua ne | cae oe 
ek oe ere wae eg. aniriad. Ege 
L conti milous weining, wader the wanrdiaaally of mm plies 
m4 matter, Me wines maanory ioe piv a sisted aiiaioy mand 
, ie teen, dw pow of Witer BGs at rpioy whisk 
” bilagr oo aresattadly inte the ghia ok atl spew pranibases 
im Gisotinn cumrncter, adettently qaclied: Mar. fer. dip 
nasil sega wie tho. mama babi a embeds? Aen eas tom 
Atos mers, thet, tey aaa, her ee Ohisred ox etatng 
ee ee ee 
a ee ji 


1 


Ds2 AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF 


Young Asbury was carly inspired with religions emo 
lions, and his youthful mind was imbued with religious 
principles ere he had passed the first deeade of his lite, 
His autobiography informs us that he was a diligent stu- 
dent of the Bible at seven years of age. The brutality 
of his schoolmaster, thouzh it drove him from. school, 
had the effect of drivine him to God in prayer and of in- 
creasing his love tor the Seriptures, thus exemplifying the 
truth that the wrath of man sometimes works out the 
purposes of God. At the age of fourteen he was awnk- 
enened under the sermon of a Methodist preacher, to 
whose meeting he was directed by his mother. In regard 
to this mecting he says, IT soon found it was not ‘the 
Church? but it was betier, The people were so de- 


vout—men and women knecling down, saying amen. 


Now, behold! they were singing hymns. Sweet sound! 
Why, strange to tell, the preacher had no prayer-book ; 
and yet he prayed wonderfully! What was yet more ex- 
traotdinary, the men too. his text and had no sermen- 
book. Thought 1. this is wonderful indeed! It is cer- 
tainly a strange way, but the best way.” 

To a vreat degree, a cold, heartless, and Christless the- 
ology characterized the sermons of “the Chureh’* at that 
day. In the providence of Gred, through the instrument. 
ality of Methodism, a warm spiritval life was infused into 
these dead forms, and awakening power roused them into 
action, No sooner had he felt the power of regenerating 
grace, and had come up to the possession of that teonfi- 
dence aml assurance in Christ’? of which be heard the 
Methodist preacher speak, and which appeared to him, at 
that time, wholly inexplieable, if not a species of fami 
cism unwarraned by the Bible, than he felt an irrepress- 
ible desire to communieste the glad and joyous imtetl- 
genee to others. Ner was i long till, at his father’s 
howe, le held ameecting, and poured out the treasures 
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brethren, and hailed as a colaborer in the srea 
an untiring geal he added the most consuinulaie prudence, 
He was a Methodist both in spirit and practice, 

for his own government a most rigid method, by which he 
divided his time between prayer, study, preaching, travel- 
ins. and even extended his regime to eating and sleeping, 
and labored to impress upon preachers and members all 
the peeniiarities so important to Methodist economy. He 
had not been long in this country till he received a letter 
from Mr. Wesdey, eppointing him general assistant of the 
work. This honor he received with a meckness charac- 
teristic of the man. The Chureh was then small and 
feeble, and Methodism was a term of reproach: bur still 
it was an honor to have the leadership of that Tittle and 
despised band. The motives to ambition which now exist 
were not then to be found. To travel from thirty to forty 
miles x day in rain or snow, over rough roads, on horse- 
back, and preach twice or thrice, sometimes without food, 
and at night find shelter in a Jog-cabin or a barn, or fre- 
quently in tbe wilderness without any shelter, did not 
offer many inducements te aspirants for episcopal Lonors, 
There was then ne “eollege of bishops,” whose support 
was secured by amammoth Book Coneern and Chartered 
Fund, and who contd ina few days reach their most dis- 
ian? appointments on velvet cushions, in ears supported 
by gutta percha springs, or in floating palaces, which 
plowed the deep at the rate of twenty knots an hour, 
Notwithstanding all this, hawever. we are thankful—truly 
thankinJ—hat there has been » change, and, above all, 
that Methodism bas hept pace with the mighty progress 
of this enterprisins wae. Tt is with a spirit of admiration. 


that we can look up te those venerable and holy men, seas P 


occupy the bench of bishops, with the most hap liett eonti- 
dence in thelr piety and fdeliew and with a certain knew) 
edge of the fae! that their offiee is no sinecure, but one 
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Tn that early day of the Church in this country, the 
subject of collegiate as well as academical and common 
school education was not dost sight of by the pies 
neers of Methodism. Coke was an Oxonian himself, as 
well as the founders of Methodism, and the project. of 
founding a college in this country was dear to his heart 
Although Asbury was not what is denominated a classical 
scholer, so far, at least, as the Jiterary degrees i curse 
are concerned, yet it is evident from his journal that he 
was well versed in the original language of the New Test- 
ament and possessed of a good share of critical acumen 
in pulpit exegesis, Asa lover of learning and a devoted 
student of Biblieal and theologteal literature, he readily 
sympathized with the Doctor in the enterprise of founding 
acollege, and gave it his countensnee and hearty support. 
At the laying “at the cormerstone of Cokesbury College 
at Abington, he delivered an cloquent discourse from the 
following words of the seventy-emhth Psahas @ We will not 
hide them from their chillren, shewing to the generation 
to come the praises of the Lord. and his strength, and his 
wonderful works that he hath done. For he established a 
testimony in dacob, and appointed a law in Israel, whieh 
he commanded our fathers, that they shoul! make them 
khoown to their children: that the eneration to come 
might know them, even the children whieh should be 
barn: who should arise and declare them te their chiidren: 
that they might sct their hope in God, and not forget, the 
works of Gol, but heep his commandments > and might 
hot be ns thei fathers, a stubborn and rebellions genera: 
tion? a generation that set not their heart aright, mae : 
Whose spirit was net sveadfast with God,” 

From this is could be seen that, whstever our enemies 
may say tothe eonrery, our Chureh in this country, from 
its earliest organizaion, has given unmistakable evidence 
of ber appreciation of and devotion .o the interests of 
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beautiful boy, the pride and joy of its parent’s heart. ft 
was truly and emphatically the child of the Church. 
Bright, however, as were its prospects, and favorable as 
were the auspices under which it catered upon its career, 
yet, like the most precious things of life, often the earliest 
doomed, it was, 11 the providence of God, only allowed a 
brief destny. Though early smitten, and the Church 
was called upon to mourn over the ashes of Cokesbury 
College, yet iis spirit survised, and its metempsychosis 
may be scen in the numerous institutions of learning with 
which the Church is blessed in all parts of the country. 
While Asbury meaiifested so much interest in schools 
and colleges, he did not neglect a personal attendance 
upon the instruction of the children in families, but dili- 
gently catechised them in every house where he went. 
This important part of a Methodist preacher's duty, and 
one Which enters into the solemn injunction uf his ordina- 
tion vows, oceupied a more prominent place in the good 
Bishop's minisirations and those of the early pioneers of 


Methodism, perhaps, than of the preachers ef the present | 


day. 

Tt may be remarked that Sunday schools are vastly 
more extended, cfilcient, and systematic in their opera- 
ions now than at that period, and this may constitute the 
reason for sueh laxity in resard to the catecheticat instruc. 
tion of the children by the preacuers. This, however, 
should not be, as uo Sunday school gustruction can supply 
i's place or prove an exeuse sufiietent to jastity the shep- 
berd ti neglecting to feed the lambs of his flock. While 
on this subject we may take oceasion to remark, that 
Asbury early identified himself with the Sunday school 
canse, and that to him is jasily due the honor of having 
established the first Sunday schools in America. Io. a 
pamphiei which professes to give the origin and histery 
of Sunday schools in America, it is stated ‘that the first 
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hundred thousand souls, and the arrangement of about 
four hundred preachers yearly, to which 1 may add the 
murmurs and discontent of ministers and people. Who 
wants this legacy? Those who do,” he adds, “ are wel- 
come to it dor me. The Methodists acknowledve no supe- 
riority but what is founded on seniority, election, and long 
and faithful services. Por myself, 1 pity those who ean 
not distinguish between a Pope of Rome and an old, worn 
man of sixty years who has the power given him of riding 
five thousand] miles a year on horseback, at a salary of 
eighty dollars, through summer's heat and winter's cold, 

traveling in all weather, preaching in all places, his best 
covering from rain often but a blanket, the surest sharp- 
ener of his wit hunger, from fasts voluntary and invol- 
untary, his best fare for six months of the twelve coarse 
kindness, and his reward, from too many, suspicion, 
envy, and murmurings all the year round.” 

Such, however, were only oeensional shadows darken: 
ing his otherwise bright and happy pathway. Tis gen- 
eral experience may be summed up in his own words: 
“Close communion with God, holy fellowship with the 
Father and his Son Jesus Christ, a will resigned, frequent 
addresses to a throne of grace, a constant and serious 
eare for the prosperity of Zion, forethought in the ar- 
ringements and appointments of the preachers, a soul 
drawn out in ardent prayer for the universal Church, and 
the complete winmph of Christ over all the earth.” 

Asan evidenee of his sineere attachment and disintea 
estedness, it may be remarked, that he never made an 
appointment of any of the preachers either with a view to 
atfiet them or to eratify any feelings of personal preja- 
dice on the one baud, or of affection on the other, mer 
would he alow sueh imfiences irom bis eoanei to ber 
upon the appointment of any of the preachers. 

The preachers were dear to his heart, and he dail, 
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she, “To owas attracted to a Methodist meeting in our 
neighborhood by being informed that Bishop Asbury was 
going to preach. To went, and the Spirit sealed the truth 
he uttered on my heart. T fled to Jesus, and found re- 
demption in his blood, even the forgiveness of my sins, 
and have been happy in his love ever since. 

‘Nota cloud doth arise te darken my skies, 

Or hide for amement my Lord from my eyes.’ 

She sat down, snd ere the responses whieh her remarks 
had awakened in all parts of the house had died away, 
Bishop Asbury was on his feet. He commenced by re- 
marking that “he was a stranzer and pilerim, halting on 
his way for rest and refreshment in the house of God, 
and that he had found both; and,” satd he, with uplifted 
hands, while tears of joy coursed cach other freely down 
his faee, “if Lean only be instrumental in the conversion 
of one soul in traveling round the continent, [ll travel 
reund it tl TD die.’ ‘ 

As an Enalishman, he loved his father-land, and fre- 
quently expressed his erief at the war which then existed 
between Eneland and the United States; yet he had 
adoped the Jatter, and, though many of the preachers 
hed returned to England, unwilling to sympathize with 
the enuse of American liberty, he warmly espoused it, 
ated was airm in his adherence to the republicanism: of 
Washington. On the oceasion of receiving a letter from 
Mr. Wesley on the subject of the war, he remarks, “1 
sa extremely sorry that the venerable man ever dipped 
tito the polities of America, My desire is to live in love 
and peace with all men, to do them no harm, but all the 
good Tean. However,” he adds, “it discovers Mr. Wes- 
Joy's attachment to the gevernment under which be lives. 
Had he been a subject of America, no doubt he would 
lurve beem 3s aegions an advocate of the America cause, 
Bat some inecusideraie persons have tiken oceasion to 
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erentinan, Lam disposed to lose sight of all hut Wass. 
ington. Matchless man! At all times he acknowlederd 
the providence of God, and never was he ashamed of his 
Redeemer. We believe he died not fearing death. Ii 
nis will he ordered the manumission of all his slaves--a 
trae son of iberty in all points.” : 

tt is wiha very ill grace, to say the least of it, thysa ey 
iain partisan theologians have charged the early Methodist 
preaehers with being opposed to the war with Grent Bint- 
Mn and the republican principles of which Washingten 
wis the great champion. We admit that some of them 
dit manifest opposition, and prudently returned to Eng- 
rand; but that the great body of them were firm and 
zealous supporters of the republic, none but the most 
hopelessly prejudived can entertain a reasonable doubr. 
With Asbury, the great aposde of Methodism in Amer- 
vent, this was particularly the case, as his whole history 
abundantly shows, 

Tt is known that the Bishop never married. This state 
was not to him, however, one af choiee, but meressivy, 
and those who hear bis reasons for net entering into the 
marriage relation will be satisfied of the propriety of his 
course. He says, Lf L should die in celibacy, whieh 1 
ihink quite probable, I give the following reasons for 
what ean seareely be called my choice. [ was called 
i my fourteenth year. 1 began my publie exercises be- 
tween sixteen and seventeen; at twenty-one I traveled; 
ot twenty-six [came to America. Thus far 1 had reasons 
enough for a single life. It had been my intention to 
reuurn to Europe at thirty years of age; but the war con- 
tinued, and it was ten years before we had setiled, lasting 
peace. This was no time to marry or be given.in mare 
riage. At forty-nine 1} was ordained superintendent or 
bishop in America. Among the duties imposed upon me 
by my office wag that of ‘traveling extensively, and } 
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journal we find the followinw: ‘ My soul is blessed with 
continusl consolition and peace in all my great weakness 
of body, labor, and crowds of company. Tam a debtor 
te the whole eontinent, but more especially to the north- 
esi and south-west. It is there I usually gain health, 
and venerally lose in the south and center, I have vis- 
ited the south thirty times in thirty-one years. I wish to 
visit Mississippi, bat am resigned. My eyes fail. I will 
resizn the stations to Bishop M’Kendree. Tt is the fitty- 
fitth year of my ministry and forty-fifth vear of labor in 
Ameria. IT die daily: but my conselations are great. [ 
five in God from moment ta moment.’ This was his last 
entry in his journal. How like the sun at its setting did 
his mind expand with hely emotions and benevolent sym- 
pathies! The mellow light of his experience and exam- 
ple shone out elearly and ealmly over the goodly tents of 
Jacob as he was gently sinkiny into rest. 

Tn the sunny south, on the 21st of March, 1616, on 2 
bright and beautiful Sabhoth, the dying patriarch was 
seen to raise his hands when speech had failed, as a token 
ef victory throush the bleod ef the Lamb, and then, 
reclining his head upon the faithful Bond, his traveling 
companion, without «strussle he breathed his last— 


As fades the swimmer cloud a6 ay— 
As sinks the gale when stonma wre oat.” 


‘The personal appearance of Bisiiop Asbury presented 
nothing remerkable, His form was slight, but ereci, end 
hence dignified and graceful. He had a vigorous consti- 
tution, and hence an elastic step. His eve was stern and 
bright. His countenance was strongly marked, with fea- 
tures expressive of decision, chergy. sagacity, aud bemig- 
nity, shaded, at times, by an expression of deep anxiety, 
if not depression And) to conclude tn the language of 
one in regard to his cliaracter, ‘* His parallel for practient 
acnee and practival enervy can searcely be found. As a 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 


SKETCH OF BISHOP M’KENDREE. 


Towave already alluded to the camp meeting which | 
attended in the sammer of 1809, on the farm of the Rev. 
Jolin Collins, on the cast fork of the Litthe Miami. ‘To 
this meeting the tribes of Methodism from all parts of the 
country repaired. It was the annual celebration of the 
feast of tabernacles, under the Christian dispensation, I 
had passed the Red Sea of repentance, and the wiiderness 
of doubt and uncertainty, and now L was prepared to take 
my family and tabernacle on Mount Zion with the people 
of God. The distance we had to travel was about thirty 
niles, mostly through an unbroken forest. It cost some- 
thine then to enjoy the means of prace: not too much, 
however, for their value. When obtained, they were ap- 
preeiated in proportion to their cost, and richly enjoyed. 
In good season we arrived. Just betore reaching the con- 
seerated spot, our attention was arrested by the clear and 
melodious strains of the children of Ziou, singing that 
memorable camp mecting song, 

“Stop, poor sinner, step and think, 
Before you farther go: 
Will you sport upon the brink 


OF everlasting woe?” 


A large number of people had collected already upon 


« 


the wround, and had pitched their neat, white canvas — 


tents. The preachers’ stand was filled with ministers, the 
taost of whose faces were familiar tome. There was one, 
however, who was a stranger. He had a nobie, digni- 


fired appearance, and seemed to be somewhat ubove thie 
q ' 
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common stature. He was evidently in his prime, though 
beyond the middle age of life. His voice had a sWeelless 
and compass that were remarkable. There was great 
symmetry in his features. His forehead was expansive ; 
eyes dark, but beaming with the fire of intelligence. Lux- 
uriant rolls of dark hair covered his head, and his general 
appearance would at once impress a stranger with the idea 
of his being an extraordinary man. 

When he rose to give out the hymn, every eye was 
turned toward and riveted upon him. Indeed, I felt as 
if some supernatural being was going to address us. ‘The 


j 


hymn being suny we kneeled down for prayer; and such an 
iu a ress to the throne of the heavenly grace I never heard 
before. ‘Phere was a simplicity and carnestness about it 
truly surprising. It seemed as ehoneh he was talking 
face to face with God, as a child with its father. Every 
heart was interested in that prayer, and it seemed as if 
leaven had come down to carth. 

When he arose he announced for his text John iv, 24: 
“God is a Spirit, and they that worship him musi wor- 
ship him in spirit and in truth.’ Every word that fell 
fiom the lips of the sainted M’Kendree was devoured 
by the caver multitude. There was but one mind and one 
hieart. That one mind received all the truths that were 
utiered, and that one heart beat responsive to those truths. 
1 can not possibly describe my own feclings on the veca- 
sion. Thad taken a position in front of the speaker, so 
that T might have a full and uninterrupted view of his 
as rson. Never was Tso entertained. I could see nothing 
hut the speaker; I could hear nothing but his voice. 


rhe f Rstened Twas unconseiously drawn, as if by some 


taagie spell, towerd the preacher; and when he elosed, 
miy Hoonishment T found myself within a few teet of te 
Sif around me was the most infense exettermenmt——louid 


miionts af ebory and «ries for merey—svet | dovew 7h not] 
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heard it nut, ull the preacher ceased, and the charm was 
broken. Q, it was a heavenly time! and it scemed to ine 
that T was quite on the suburbs of glory, drinking full 
draughts trom that ‘river the streams whereof make glad 
the clity of God.” , 

Thai afternoon brother Axley came to me and said, 
“Bishop M’Kendree desires to see you at his tent.” 
“But,” said J, “1 have no acquaintance with him.” 
“Then I will introduce you,” said Axley. So L went to 
the tent and was introduced. I felt: greatly embarrassed 
on approachiny the Bishop; but the ease and cordiality 


, 


with which he received me at once banished all my fears, 
and inspired me with contidence. Atier brother Axley 
reured, he commenced conversing with me with as much 
familiarity as if he had known me all my Jie. He asked 
me in regard to my family, and many other things, and 
how long I had been a professor of religion. He also 
asked me it Thad not been exercised in regard to preach- 
Ine the Gospel. Though a stranger, he wained at once my 
fullest confidence, and L opened to him all my heart, spoke 
ot my experience, conflicts, trials, and frankly informed 
him that I could not think myself qualiied tor the work 
of the ministry. He then conversed with me as man 
never did before, and as man never can again. Ther. 
Was an overpowering sweetness in his manner and words, 
that dlled me with love and reverence tor the man thet 
lasted all throuch his life. [wept like a child, and telling 
him I was ignorant, and lived in the wilderness where 
there was nu one to vuide me, he laid lis hand gently on 
my head and said, My son, be of wood cheer; God will 
supply you with fathers and mothers in the Gosyed." 
Such a maniiesiation of regard for me eompletery over- 
came me, and from that moment I felt that this venerch'e 
man would treat me as a son in the Gospel; and fron that 
day on til the day of his death, no man lived, exeept my 
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rather, who had so strong a hold upon my heart, and in 
whom [ could so implicitly confide, or one whom I felt 
myself so implicitly bound to obey, as this amiable minis- 
icr of Jesus. I never saw any thing during his life whicn 
would lead me to suppose that he did not feel for me as a 
son in the Gospel. ‘Throughout the meeting he frequentry 
called me to his tent, and conversed with me in the most 
free and unrestrained manner, 

An incident occurred at this camp meeting of a deeply- 
thrilling character, and one which produced an entire 
change in my views in regard to the qualifications neces- 
sary to partake of the holy communion. I supposed that 
only such as were converted, and were the children of 
God by faith in Christ Jesus, were entitled to a place at 
the Lord’s table. There accompanied us to the camp 
mecting a young lady. To the graces of her person, for 
she was charmingly beautiful, were added a brilliant mind. 
She was an amiable and lovely girl, the pride of the neigh- 
borhood. Seareely had we arrived on the ground ere she 
was convicted. During Saturday and Sunday she seemed 
to be in the most extreme agony of mind. Her prayers 
and tears excited the sympathy of all hearts. 

On Monday morning the sacrament of the Lord’s sup- 


per was to be administered, After singing, a>'s 


“Glory to God on high! 


a 


(ur peace is made with Heaven; ‘ 
The Son of God came down to die, 
That we might be forgiven,” 

the ministers were all invited around the table to partake 
of the holy emblems. The venerable Bishop offered the 
conseeratory prayer, and then distributed to the under 
shepherds the bread and wine. It was a deeply-solemn 
time. 

A solemn. stillness reiened around, only broken by a 
deep sigh or a half-suppressed sob, while one after another 
34 
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of that large congregation came to celebrate the scenes of 
Gethsemane and Calvary. Nearly in front of the Bishop, 
beyond the altar, stood the weeping penitent, reclining her 
head upon the shoulder of a converted sister, and sobbing 
as if her heart would break, while she gazed upon the 
seene, Her appearance and manner attracted the atten- 
won of the benevolent M’Kendree, and looking toward her 
he said, +My child, come here and kneel at the foot of 
the cross, and you shall tind merey.”’ a 

“Do you think,’ said she, through her tears, ‘so vile 
asinner as 1 may venture to approach the sacramental 
board, and take in my unhely hands the emblems of the 
Savior’s dying love?” 

“Yes, my child; it was just for such sinners as you 
the blessed Jesus died, and while writhing in his last ago- 
nies, he demonstrated his willingness and power to save 
by taking the penitent malefaetor with him to heaven.” 

“Then Ul go to Jesus,” said she; and hurrying to the 
table she fell upon her knees and cried aloud to God, 
With streaming eyes the Bishop administered the bread ; 
and just as her lips tasted the wine of the sacramental 
cup, pardon was communicated, and heaven sprung up in 
her heart. Instantly she rose to her feet, and her tace 
shining like that of an angel, while, with an cloquence 
that went to every heart, she told the simple story of the 
eross, and the wondrous power of Christ to save. All 
seemed to partake of the common joy of that renewed 
spirit. 

The same fall [ was admitted into the traveling connec- 
tion, and every year, till his last visit to our conference, 
he ealled to see me. or Twas with him. In 1801 he was 
at my camp meeting on Knox cirenit, in company with his 
venerable companion, Bishop Asbury. From this camp 
meeting Laccompanied him io Nenian, On this tour be 
preached in Granville, and the Calvinists sent hii a note 


= “7 
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requesting him to preach his principles in full. ‘This he 
did to their satisfaction; and, in addition thereto, as a 
work of supererogation, gave an exposition of Calvinism. 
After the discourse, three elders of the Presbyterian 
Church came to his lodgings, and attacked him with creat 
zeal. In a short ume, however, they were so completely 
confounded that they went away ashamed of the incon- 
sistencies of their doctrines. ‘The next evening he had an 
appointment at Franklinton, near Columbus, where he 
preached in the old log court-house. ‘The cnsuing day 
we staricd on our journey in the rain, and getting lost in 
the Darby Plains, we wandered about all day, and at 
night, finding a cabin, we took up lodgings. 

No inan, perhaps, ever made more rapid advancements 
in vrace and vitts than did M’Kendree. After his eunver- 
sion, Which was in the thirtieth year of his age, he went 
on with giant strides from grace to grace. He was evi- 
dently designed by the great Head of the Church as a 
leader amony the armies of Israel; and after becoming 
most thoroughly acquainted with practical itinerancy in 
the wilds of the west, he was prepared to enter upon 
episcopal duties and services with a heart touched with 
itinerant trials. 

The circumstances connected with the election of 
M’Kendree to the episcopacy, were of a somewhat inter- 
esting character, When he visited the General conter- 
ence as a delegate trom the west, having been so Jong ab- 
sent from the cast, he was not generally known. On the 
Sabbath before the election for a bishop was to take place, 
he was appointed to preach in the Light-street Church, 
Baltimore. 

“~The house was crowded with strangers in every pari, 
above and below, eager to hear the stranger; and among 
others, most of the members of the General conference 


were present, besides a number of colored people, who 
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occupied a second gallery fa the front end of the church. 
Mr. M’Kendree entered the pulpit at the hour for com: 
mencing the serviecs, clothed in very coarse and homely 
earments, which he had worn in the woods of the west, 
and after sinvins be kneeled in prayer. As was often the 
ease with him when he commenced his prayer, he seemed 
to falter in his speech, clippine some of his words at the 
end, and occasionally hanging upon a syllable as if it were 
diffiewlt tor him to pronounce the word. L looked at him, 
not without some feelings of distrust, thinking to myself, 
‘1 wonder what awkward backwoodsman they have put in 
the pulpit this morning, to diserace us with his mawkish 
and unesuth phrascoloey.” This feeling of distrust did 
not forsake me tll some minutes after he had announeed 
his text. whieh contained the following words: ‘For the 
hurt of the dauvhter of the peopie am Lhurt; Lam black; 
asionisiiment bath taken hold on me. Ts there no balm in 
Gilead; is there mo physician there? Why, then, is not 
the Health of the daughter of my people recovered?” 
Jeremiah viii, 21, 22. 

© His introduction appeared tame, his sentences: broken 
and disjointed, and his elecution very defective He at 
lenoth jatrodueed his main subject, which was to show ihe 
spiritual disease of the Jewish Chureh, and of the human 
family generally; and then he entered upon his second 
proposition, whieh was to analyze the feclings which such 
a state af things awakened in the souls of God's faithful 
embassadors: but when he came to speak of the blessed 
efeets upon the heart ef the balm which God had pro- 
vided for the ‘healing of the mations,’ he seemed to enter 
fully inte the element in which his soul delighted to imeve 
wid have its being, and he soon carried the whole con gre- 
gotion away with hina into the regions of experimental 
religron: 

“Remaking upon the objections whieh seme would 
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make tothe expression of the feelings realized by a persin 
fully restored to health by an application of the ‘cover 
ergn Velie for every wound,’ he referred to the shouts «. 
spplanse so ofien heard upon our national jubilee, in com- 
memoration of our emancipation irom polities} thralidom, 
and then said, ‘How much more cause has en inunortsl 
soul, to Tejvice and give glory to God for its spiritaal de- 
ranee from the bondage of sin! This was spoken 
weep soul overflowing with the most hallowed and ex: 
alted ficlings, and with such an emphasis, that it was Hke 
the sudden bursting of a cloud surcharsed with water. 
The ccongregntion. wes instantly overwhelmed with a 
shower of Divine grace from the upper world. At first. 
siden: shricks, as of persons in distress. were hoard 1 
different paris of the house; then shouts of praise, and in 
every direction sobs and groans, The eyes of the peopre 
overilowed with tears, while many were prostrated upon 
the floor, or lay helpless on the seats. A very large, ath- 
letie-looking preacher, who was sitting by my side, wad: 
denly tell upon his seat, as if pier ai by a builet, and 1 
felt my heart melting under cmotions whieh L could not 
well resist. 

* Ater this sudden shower, the clouds were dispersed, 
and the Sun of righteousness shune ont most serenely ant 
delightfully, producing upon all a: present couseiousness 
of the Divine approbation; and when the preacher de- 
seended from the pulpit, all were filled with admiration of 

« his hdents, and were ready to “magnify the grace of Ged 
in him,’ as a chosen messenger of good tidings to the lost, 
enphig in their hearts, “Lhis is the man whom God de- 
lights to hanor.?”* 

This sermon, according to the prediction of Bishop As- 
bury, secured his election. 

No man ever made more fall proof of his ministry than 
did the laborious M’Kendree. For twelve years he filled 
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the office of a presiding elder, and for nearly twenty-seven 
years he filled the more important and responsible office 
of bishop. Tn the midst of all the Uying scenes through 
which he was called to pass, he manifested the grestest 
devotion to the Church. It may be said of him, as a pre- 
siding offieer, that the utmost impartiality characterized 
all his official acts. 

When it became evident that the work of this creat and 
good man was finished, his character shone out more and 
more clear, and, ike the sun at setting, the graces of 
M’Rendree were more fully developed as he was nearing 
the horizon of time; and, like that sun, which, on the eve 
of acalm, quiet summer day, goes gently down in a 
cloudless shy, so sweetly sank the dying saint. The last 
tesponse of this faithful watehman on Zion's walls, to his 
companion-watehers, was, ‘Add is weld, add is well!” 
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CAP ESE EY, 
SKETCH OF REV. DAVID YOUNG. 


Tne father and mother of the Rev. David Young were 
both of Scotch descent. The ancestors of his father be- 
longed to the clan of the Campbells, and tradition says it 
was not for convenience but for safety that they went over 
to the north of Ireland; and some century and a half 
since some of them suffered extremely in the eclebrated 
sieve of Derry. 

His erandfather came to North Amevica, and landed at 
Neweastle, Delaware, in 1742, his father then being one 
year old, and moved westward into the neighborhood of 
Havre de Grace, perhaps on the place where Hughes’s 
Tron Works were afterward creeted, and which were 
burned by the British in the last war. 

Vis father settled in Bedford county, Virginia, where 
young David was born, Mareh 7, 1779, and the next 
year he removed to Washington eounty, in the same 
state, where David was raised, in a plice and at a time 
where and when religious privileges and experionce were 
very tittle known or prized. Wis father belonzed to fiat 
Avrk, and his mother thought there wes nothing like the 
firskines and their secession. They both were firm be- 
lievers in the Westminster Confession of Faith and Fish- 
ers Catechism. The old gentleman had aw good library 
for the times, where the son could at least examine one 
side of the question between Churehmen and Dissenners, 
and Calvinists and Arointiins, and this he was careful to 
do, as the sequel will show. 
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He was taught the Lord's Prayer. and the Creed. and 
Catechisms, both shorter’ and + longer,’ and he could 
repent them with great flaeney when quite a small bey. 
This was thought too wonderfal, and the way he was 
praised mich! inspire any thing but humility. Te says in 
acommunievtion tome,‘ Amony the earliest recollections 
of my life the thoughts of invisible beings and agencies 
were the most common and important. The beings called 
God and devil, the places ealled heaven and hell, the 
things ealled death, judement, and eternity, were the 
subjects of my childish meditations, thousands of times 
before To was five years old.” 

In the staamer of 1786 he went to meeting with some 
of the family. and during the first prayer was so deeply 
convietod that he bad sinned against God, his King and 
Savior, that his heart was melted, and he wept in bitter- 
ness ef seul, Burt shame quenched his feelings and tears, 
and he relapsed into indifference. From this time wil the 
filler 1780 there was nothing very uncommen in the ex- 
ervises of bis mind. Nt that time, however, he was pow- 
ertully awakened bythe Holy Spirit: and though there 
wis nobody that he knew who prayed in seeret, yet it was 
his constant practice tor nearly a vear, Those were dark 
Himes iu religion, Possibly, if he had been blessed with 
Has company of seme one to have taken him by the hand 
and directed him in the right way, he might have been 
kep! from falling away. Many a child no older have L 
seen happy in God's love, and there is nothing te prevent 
alli young childrea from being truly pious. Le broke 
through the restroints bis parents imposed, partivularly 
by desecrating the Sabbath day, and made continues 
efforts to throw aff the influences of the Holy Spirit. He 
did not, however, succeed in his rebellion. In February, 
1798, being sent one evening, with some other bows, to 
ba the boiung apparsius for making maple sugar, they 
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had a brand of fire with them, and. passing by an execed- 
ingly Jarge poplartree, whose roots projected far ow above 
ground, one of them being hollow, they put the fire-brand 
to an aperture seven or eight feet from the trunk, and dis- 
covered at very strong draught of air ascending up the hol- 
Tow tree. It suddenly caught fire, and in a few minutes 
blazed out sixty or seventy feet high, where one of the 
forks had fallen off and lett free vent to the air. Ina 
short space of time brother Young lay down on the 
ground to peep in the hole, and saw the lava running 
down in a stream as thick as his arm. The heat was so 
intense that the light partly blinded him. At that june- 
ture the remaining fork of the tree, weakened by the fire, 
snapped oF with a great noise. He sprung to his tect, 
and ran with all the speed that fear could inspire. By 
the time this great branch of the tree struck the ground 
he was sixty-three feet from the stump of the poplar, 
having providentially passed under this great half-tree 
beyond where its fork fell on the ground. Nothing struck 
him except the burning bark, which flew off and crushed 
him down to the earth amidst its fiery coals. If he had 
Jain still at the root of the tree no evil would have be- 
fallen him. The other boys, however, came and pulled 
him up out of the fire. They found him by his wroans, 
with his clothes some burnt, and his hat eut through in 
two or three places, and his head all in a gore of blood, 
together with his collar-bone broken. Unprepared for 
death, how narrowly did he escape ! 

Ilis father was a farmer in casy cireumstances, aad 
attended to the edueation of his children; and so well had 
David improved his opportunities, that when time had 
lewally made him his own master, he taught a grammar 
eehool two years in Hawkins and Sullivan counties, Tenn. 

On the 27th of June, 1803, he lett his father’s, in Vir- 
vinia, and went to what was then called the ‘fir west.” 

on 
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now Middle Tennessee. Sunday, August Ith, the Meth- 
vdists had a quarterly meeting on Mill ereck, near Green 
Hills, where were assembled a strange mixture of people. 
Among the rest were what have since been called the 
Cumberland Presbyterians,’? who seemed to be as nu- 
merous and as busy as the others. It was impossible to 
tell who had the direction of the meeting; but they 
preached and prayed very well. David, however, left on 
Tuesday, and went to a dance. 

Afterward, while riding all alone, thinking about dels 
quarterly meeting, he Bhs ee on some of the awkward 
expressions in the prayers of the new converts. His pride 
said, or the devil told him, that he could pray better him- 
self. So he made a form of prayer for them, and sue- 
ceeded in patting his form into words. At that moment 
this query rushed into his mind, ** What are you doing?” 
This inquiry turned a pleasant evening into gloomy hor- 
ror, tnd. in diew of muhing prayers for others, he began to 
pray for himself with all the faith and earnestness in his 
power, accompanied with a flood of tears, From this 
time he prayed morning and evening, with strange and 
indeseribable feelings and opposition, AC stranger in a 
strange Jand, he was afraid to pray near the people’s 
houses, lest he should be seen; he dare not go far off, lest 
the sn okes in the canc-brake would bite him; and when he 
went ont into the lanes the devil made use of the horned 
eatie to drive Lit trom his devotions. Previously the 
lord had converted some of his relations whe dwelt in 
Weeern Tennessee. When he get ameng them he was 
esvouraged. Attending their meetings, when called, on 
he prayed wuh and for them, though his own sins were 
not yet forgiven. His poor soul was in great distruas, 
and his coustant cry wae, ** What shall 1 do to be saved?” 
He strove about twenty-seven duys to “enter im at the strait 
gate.” His heart condemned him, and le knew that‘! Giod 
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was vreater than his heart,” and would also condemn him. 
With these views and feclings he went to another “big 
mecting,”? as they were then called, Friday, September 
16th, and Sunday, 16th. There was a mighty shaking 
among the people, while he stood condemned, distressed, 
and in the ayonies of indescribable anguish, not tu say 
distraction. He could neither sleep nor cat, under an im- 
pression, right or wrong, that unless he obtained peace 
with God before the meeting closed, he must perish eter- 
nally. God, who pities the distressed, pitied him, and en- 
abled him, by faith in Jesus Christ, to drust in his bivod. 
Tle was astonished at the effects of simple faith, and was 
transported with the joys of believing. 

On the 19th of September, 1603, between nine and 
ten o'clock, A. M., the Lord spoke peace to his soul. He 
walked out in the woods, and the trecs reminded him of 
this injunction, “Clap your hands!? All nature seemed 
joyous, and, as grace had brought peace and harmony to 
his heart, so all visible objects seemed to partake of the 
blissful change. Christians need not expeet, however, to 
be exactly wike in their experience. Luther and Bunyan 
in this respeet diflered widely from most of their followers 
who were real Christians. 

Being desirous to see his parents, he returned to his 
father’s in Virginia, on the last day of October, 1605, 
ripped off his raflles, and cut of his Jong hair, and re- 
mained in that vicinity a few weeks, an astonishmeni and 
a by-word to all his furmer acquaintanee. Te returned to 
Tennessee, and resumed his veeupation, April i, loud, 
and pursued the business of teaching ull admitted inte 
the traveling connection. Dut during this period his 
nvental exercises were powerlal, moetiv wih respect to 
his call to preach the Gospel. Many an anxious day and 


, 


sleepless might did he pass through. These conflicts were 


invauly like other men’s, perhaps, except that he was more 
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unvielding than common; for itis certain he never would 
have been a Methodist preacher if he had not behewed that 
his soul would be lost unless he became one. Tis wnder- 
standing and conscience forbade him being any thing else. 
His mother, sister, and brother William were all happily 
converted to Ged daring the summer of 1804, whieh 
served as an incentive to his piety. In this year that 
strane disorder ‘tthe jerks’? overran all Western Ten- 
nessee. Tt attacsed the righteous and the wicked—an 
involuntary muse dar exercise, which drew the subjects 
afieeted backward and forward wiih a foree and quick- 
ness perhaps previously unknown ‘o the human family, 
Five hundred of hese subjects might sometimes be seen 
in one congrezation, all in various motion, from twitching 
the head up to bending the whole body—tirst backward, 
and then forward, the head nearly touching the ground 
forward and backward alternately. Some people thought 
it belonged to, if it did not make a part of, the Christian 
religion, others taat it was the work of the devil: and 
brother Youny thought that the devil had a hand therein, 
to bring religion tito disrepute, 

The wildness whieh seems to have been pentideh 
about Cane Ridge Kenvacky, spread down south in com 
pany with the jerks, having first made Newlights, as 
Stone and Purvianee, and Shakers, as Dunlevy and 
MoNemar. At the same time the Methodists and Pres- 
bercrians had a sind of union, based on the opinion, it 
wonld seem, that every body would suddenly be» ged, 
aad (Meciplines and Creeds would be needed ye. mone, 
The Methedisis revived their Discipline, and saved most 
of (heir people. The Newlights and Shakers made havee 
with the Presbyterians, and what is now culled: the 
“Cumberland Presbyterians” made a great breach in the 
Charch: 

Rutherford county, where he emeau Was # Sviitiaie sua 
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Uement at that time; so he was graciously almost out of 
the noise and hearing of all religious tuaults. Their mis- 
fortune was, to have almost no kind of religion in ticir 
neizhborhood; su they tried to preach, exhort, and pray, 
dames Rucker and himself. God owned their endeavors, 
n | there were about one hundred and iifty who professed 
ivion on Stone’s river and Smith’s Fork during the 
suinmner of 1605; but they were not in the Church; 
they got one of the Nashville circuit preachers to come 
out and form them into classes, pledging himself to take 
them into the cireuit next year. Being recommended by 
one of these classes, without quarterly meeiing, circuit, 
or station, brother Young was admitied on trial in the 
trasdling connection by the following document; namely : 


“ To Dav Youxe,—You think it your daty to call 
sinners ty repentance. Make full proof hereof, and we 
shall Laks to receive you as a fellow-l iborer, 


“«DLewts Garrer. 
 Seytember a RS: - 


“Aisi may be a nee curiosity to some of the boys 
of the present day, who think the Methodist Episeapzd 
Church can not make a traveling preacher unless they 
first loealize him. The next Westera conference sat in 
Seout county, Nentucky, October 2, 1805, at which he was 
appointed to Salt River and Shelby circuit. Bat Wayne 
cirenit baving but one preacher on it, brother Youms was 
changed to Wayne cireuit, in the south side of Keniucky. 
This was done by the concurrence of Villian Burke and 
William M'Kendree, #s the case seemed wbsoltitely te 
require if, On the last week in Octoder, a sacramental 
imoeting was held athe Bench. menting-limise, nour 
William MW Gee's, Western Tennessee, where he first saw 
thet great aul good man, William lI Kendrec, whose 
equal in every respect has not vet adorned the Methouist 
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Episcopal Chureh; and yet, by some fatality, no man 
furnishes us with his memoirs. Tle gave him the plan of 
his cireuit, and on the first Thursday in November, 1505, 
he met his first appointment, as a traveling preacher, at 
Manoah Lassley’s, on Green river, Kentucky. 

lis colleague—William) Ellington—was a very good- 
natured, easy kind of aman. Their cireuit swarmed with 
Newlights and Freewill Baptists. Ellington let them all 
stu in class meeting, bat brother Youny turned them all 
out; and this made Ellington popular, and they ran to him 
with their complaints, and even carried them up to M’Ken- 
drec, their presiding elder. On examination of the cireun- 
stances, the presiding elder ordered brother Youn to take 
charge of the cireuit, despite of all remonstrance.  Elline- 
ton was delighted, but brother Young was alarmed at hav- 
ins the charge of a cireuit. There were a great number 
Cropped and expelled on the cireuit this year, but the 
Lord made up all their losses with a small inercase of 
wanders. His health was not very good, but his appoint. 
ments were all filled, averaging thirty cach and every four 
weeks throuchout the year. 

During this appointment the following persons were 
Hieensed to exhort: Lewis Anderson, J.T. Williams, Wil- 
liam Lewis, and Tsaae M’Kowen, all of whom were after- 
ward traveling preachers, 

levies Mo howen’s mother was a widew, and her house 
a preaching-plice, at whieh brother Young had an appoint- 
Inent on the day of the total eelipse, in 1806. When it 
beran te grow dark. the ignorant Dutch and [Trish inhab- 
pants of the netghborhood ran to meeting, some for the 
first time, net waithie to change elothes, or put on their 
snees; and before preaching closed, the house and the 
yard were filled with the worst-trichtened congrewation 
that ever was seen. The preacher exhorted them to be 
religious, and eseape the blackness of darkuess forever.” 
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He visited his parents in Virginia, and returned io the 
annual aaecechoress which assembled at Hbenezer Nol 
chucky’s, East Tennessee, September 13, 1800. 

It was at this conference the celebrated propositions 
and services of Dr. Coke, as bishop of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, were rejected. 

His next appointment was to Levingston circuit, Ken- 
tucky, extending from Hopkinsville to Tennessee river, and 
trom the Ohio river south to Clarksburg, Tennessee, a 
district too large for a modern presiding elder, and a dis- 
tance to reach it of seven degrees of longitude—-at icast 
tive hundred miles. Crazy Kate said, ‘The Lord tem- 
pers the wind to the shorn lamb; it must be so, for 
where are the men and horses now that would perform 
such journeys? 

Betore getting once round his circuit, he was taken 
with severe chills every day, alternated with violent fevers. 
The chills ceased, and the tever increased tor two werks, 
when he fell into a kind of stupor, partly senseless, unless 
roused up; and then he lay four weeks longer, neither 
doctur nor friends expecting him to live. For nine weeks 
he never saw the sun. When he began to mend the blood 
had ceased to circulate in his feet and ankles; and when 
it avain began to circulate, such twining, prickling, and 
excessive pain he says he never felt betore or sinee, 

This was the first time he ever had the ague, but he had 
it more or less every one of the next nine veurs. ‘ 

li was a kind pte toward him that he tell siek et 
old brother Meanly’s. Lt was a very kind family ef prous 
people. They touk care uf him as though he had been one 
ot themselves, for whieh may God reward them in time 
and eternity! ‘The old gentleman's son John was atte r- 
ward a traveling preacher. While he lay at Meanly’s. 
M'kKendree, his presiding elder, came to see him. dle 
asked him tv wrie his will. Llaving told him what dis: 
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position was tu be made of his farms and personal prop- 
eny, be began talking wild, and told him what he wished 
done with e& beat-load of ingots of silver, which he imag- 
ined was comins trent South America by way of New 
Orleans. At the mention of this last subject: M’Kendree 
threw down the pen and burst intu tears, which roused 
himoup. The good man was not only sorry beeause he 
was sick, but he was exceedingly grieved at his being 
delirious, — 

Near Meanly’s, and in the viemity of the town of Do- 
ver, ouly across the Cumberland river, on the highest 
easiern blad, ihere was a curious Indian burying-ground, 
with only six graves in it. Hach of these graves was 
lined with four stenes—a head and foot, ant two long 
side-stones, meusuriny from seven and a half to eight fect 
for each grave. The eduges of these vravestoaes seemed 
us H they had been placed even with the surface, and sub- 
sequent winds had blown away six inches of the upper- 
soil. Each stone was cui at right angles, and was well 
dressed with some hind of tools. There were no rocks of 
tbe samre quality known to be in all that region ef coun- 
uy. Here brotuer Young would wander to meditate, 

He was in tolerable health through the summer, and 
had some prosperity in his own seul, and some increase 
on bis efrenit. In that place lived the father of Peter 
Uorowricht, and the mother of E. Wileox, his half-brother. 

thoone of the most populous settlements on this cir- 
eit, thene were two classes, and, of course, two leaders, 
‘fhe classes were not very religious, except when they 
were at meeting; then they were exceedingly moisy. The 
leaders were both drunken; so when S: got drowk, he 
posted away to M"C ’s, confessed, aad got forgiven: amd 
when M'C, got drink, he hastened io S., and he dongewe 
him. They quoted Sevipiure for ali—-elauned right set 
eniy times seven. He cout oot begin to administer disei- 


overt 


“Gale” oe i eae 


REY. cd AMES BO FIR REY. 417 


pline without removing these leaders; and ic wes dike lead- 
ers. like macmbers; so they did not want new leaders, and 
woul! not turn ont the old ones for getting drunk; but 
veferrins their cases to quarterly meeting conierence, they 
gocrid of the principal incbriates, and the few good mem- 
bers rejoiced and increased greatly, not only in that soci- 
ety, but venerally on the circuit. They excluded over one 
hundred, yet they had a net increase of more than fifty. 
This fall, conference was appointed at Chilicothe, 
Ohio, September 14, 1807. On his way thither he fell 
sick in Lexington. The preachers left him, and in a few 
days he rode out to brother H ’s, twelve miles, where 
his fever increased, till he believed the family thought he 
aed dic. They were afraid, as it got spread through the 
vighborhood that his disease was contavious; and had 
it isk Se for a good old sister G., who came to see him, 
he might have died; but she went home and sot her 
husband to bring a two-horse hack, with a bed in it, and 
take him home with him, where he was very kindly nursed 
a whole month, till able to ride. 

Thus far my old friend and brother has furnished me 
with a sketeh of his past history. lis subsequent history 
is the history of the Chureh in the west; for he has been 
identified with all her movements. Tis mature judsment 
and well-caltivated mind enabled him to render wood 
service to the Church in all her ecclesiastical councils. 

Brother Young is still living, although much advanced, 
and quite feeble, being in his seventy-fiftth vear. The 
persenal appearance of brother Young is somewhat pe- 
euliar, and would strike a stranger with a littl surprise as 
he would gaze upon his tall, slender, and perfectty-erces 
form, his sharp end expressive features, a keen and pleremy 
eve, rather deeply sented in his forehead. and the cxuriant 
folds of hair of snowy whiteness, which full down over his 
shoulders. As a menasetsy he always ranked far above me- 
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dhoerity. When in his prime few had greater power in the 
pulpit. His mind possessed great vigor and reaeh of 
thousnt: and had he devoted himself to writing, his pro- 
dactions would have exhibited great terseness and power, 
For many years he tilled the oflice of presiding elder, 
always attending his appointments with the precision of 
clock-work. He has for a long time been one of the trus- 
tees of the Ohio University, at Athens, and his wise coun- 
sels in that board have always been appreciated by his eo- 
temporaries. As it regards his habits, it may be said, ne 
minister ever had better, and none ever observed them 
more closely. But few of the old pioneer fathers remain. 
One by one they are falling around us; and here and 
there we find them standing in our midst, like the few an- 
cient trees of the forest, to tell what was its ancient glory. 
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SKETCH OF REV. JOUN P. FINLEY. 


Tue Rey. John Patterson Finley, my brother, was bora 
on the 13th of June, 1783, in the state of North Carolina 
ly September, 1810, he received license to preach in the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. Having received a classic 
education, he was early called to take charge of literary 
instituuions; and trom that time till 1822 he labored in that 
department with great suecess in different parts of the 
state of Ohio. During this time, however, he labored 
much in the pulpit, and strove hard to show himself ap- 
proved of God, “a workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed.” 

In 1822 he was appointed Professor of Languages in 
Aucusta College, Kentucky, the oldest Methodist College 
in the west, now a heap of smoldering ruins. This insti- 
tution, the first-born child of the Chureh, cost much care 
and anxiety, and, alas! regrets. 1 have letters to show 
the part [took in the establishment of the institution; ay, 
in the earliest incipient movements connected with it, and, 
henee, the reader will indulge me im what remarks 1 may 
deem it proper to make, 

Aususia College, like Cokesbury, seems to have been 
a child of destiny, to have been born under some maliy 
nant star, Patronized by the two largest conferences in 
the west, having a freulty, from time to time, composed 
of the brightest stars that shone in the ealaxy of western 
literature, such as Durbin, Tomlinson, Bascom, Fielding, 
and others, and having for her adaimue a host of talented” 
nen in cvery profession, scattered all over the country, 
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still, like an il-quided, but richly-freighted vessel in a 
stormy sea, she foundered and went down, and the waters 
closed over her unhappy fite forever, ae 

During the connection ef my brother John with Au- 
gusia College, he was reecived into the traveling connee- 
tion, and, as tar as his professional duties would allow, he 
preached the word, “instant in season and out of season.” 
His connection with this college lasted tll May, on 
When if was terminated by death. 

Protessor Bascom, the great pulpit orator of the jail 
ene of his collearues in the faculty, and who has himself 
since passedl away to the world of rest, paid the —_— . 
tribute to his memory : 

“LT have thought 1 could not spend an had oniemanani 
ably, this evening, than in sketching a few imperfect no- 
tices of the late Rev. John P. Finley, of the Methodist. 
Eptseopal Church. 1 beesme acquainted with the amin- 
ble and worthy subject of these recollections in 1815. 
Vrom that time to the period of his death, [ possessed his 
confidence, and enjoyed Tis friendship; and, perhaps, ne 
one of his numerous friends knew his mind snl heart more 
intimately than 1, during # term of nearly ten vears. He 
has frequentiv assured me that even his own family knew: 
Jess of bim than L did. and that L had understood. hiz 
whole heart. Limiy, therefore, be permitted to say a few 
things to preserve from oblivion the name and services of 
an able minister of the New Testament, and devoted fiend. 
at mankind, John P. Finley was certainly no ordinary 
moan, whether we consider his natural parts, lis literary: 
pretensions, or his gracious attainments. Nature hid 
done much for bin various learning had largely eontrib- 
wed. to improve him, and Christianity had perfected him. 
Inte a moder werthy of imitation, By nature he possesscd 
4 strong, manly, stl ingenious mind; his education was 
good, and well directed Uirough lite: his Christian char 
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ie was of the first order; and all conspired to renter 
chim strikingly interesting, both in and out of the puipit. 
(Bui as my remarks will be almost entirely contined to 
recollection, LT can only furnish an impericet outline of the 
ences of my deceased friend. Lt has long been iny im- 

pression, that men of distinguished worth in our Chureh, 
as eee ee removed from their ‘labor of love’ on earth, 
have not reecived those distinetive marks of respect, in 
the official obituary notices of the Church, to which they 
have been obviously entitled, from the clevation of their 
character, and the nature and value of their services; and 
L would wish, that in all such notices, instead of a general 
and indiscriminate commendation of piety and usefulness, 
our numerous readers might be able to form: some aceu- 
rate idea of the peculiar and distinguishing attributes of 
character: iw eee individual, becoming the subject of bio- 
graphical report. Lf men, and expecially ministers, are to 
be ‘esteemed in love for their works’ sake,’ they ought 
certainly to be esteemed and held up to imitation, in pro- 
portion to the nature and extent of their relative useful- 
ness, as well as averegate worth of character. [mean to 
say, simply, without indulging in any thing censortous, thas 
itis the duty of the living among us, to report tiichfully, 
amd with some particularity, the various usctulness and 
diversified exectlenee of the dead. In looking ever, re- 
cently, some scores of notices of the death and character 
of our deceased ministers, | have observed a generality of 
deseription, a sameness of report, which, | tear, is calew- 
fered to make an impression, unfriendly to the well-known 
fret, that we have had in our Chureh a great variety of 
valent and usefulness: and certaindy it belongs to the his- 
tory of the Chineh, the biography of her distinguished 
individuals, to point out. and clearly develop, the divers~ 
iy al talent, character, and labor, of which we are now 
speaking. . 2. But tu return to our subject. 


a 


#22 AUTOBIOGRAPILY OF 
“John P. Finley was born in North Carolina, June 15, 
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1783. From childhood he was marked as possessing no 


eommon share of intelleet. He was carly placed at school, 
andl while in his abeecdirian course, he evinced an apti- 
tude to learn, that induced his father, a distinguished Pres- 
byterian clergyman, who is now, at the age of seventy, a 
Methodist traveling preacher, to give him a classical edu- 
cation, Owing to his habits of industry and persever- 
ance, he soon acquired a competent knowledge of the 
sciences, and a reputable acquaintance with the learned 
languages, Of the Enolish language he was a pertect 
master, and taught its proper use with almost unrivaled 
success. From the age of twelve or fourteen years, he was 
oltcn deeply affected with a sense of sin, and the import- 
ance of repentance and faith; but his mind was so much 
perplexed with the doctrines of absolute personal predesti- 
netion, of whieh his father was then a strenuous and able 
asserter, that he came to ne decision on the subject of 
religious opinions, til he reached the vears of manhood, 
Abeut the age of twenty-one he married, xud soon after 
wis brought to the knowledge of salvation by the remission 
of his sins. Barly after his conversion, he was convineed 
that a tdispensation of the Gospel’ had been eommitted 
to him. He wetrhed well the impressions and convictions 
of his mind and heart. in relation to the tearful and respou- 
sble business of a Christian minister: but when finally 
snd fully convineed of his duty, he did not hesitate. There 
were indeed mony reasons wiy he should econter with flesh 
and blood: bat, with his characteristic firmness, he re- 
jected them all, and took the pulpit, L think, in 1811. At 
the ime of bis conversion he resided in Highland county, 
Ohio. His ministerial career was commenced during a 
residence in Union, Greene county, Ohio, whither he had 
been called to take charge of a seminary. At the head 
ef this institvtion he continued about six years, living and 
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preaching the religion of Christ in its native simplicity and 
power . : 

©Trom Union he removed to Dayton, distant only about 
thirty miles, and conducted an academy in this place tor 
two years. It was here our acquaintance and intimacy 
commenced, which ended only with his useful lite. He 
leit Dayton, beloved and revretted of all, and aceepicd a 
call to superintend a respectable seminary in Steubenville, 
Ohiv. In this place he continued not quite two years. In 
iis ministerial exertions he was ‘instant in season and out 
of reason,’ and labored with more than ordinary success. 
lis next remove was to Piqua, Ohio, where he continued 
as principal of an academy for tour years. In ail these 
places lis pulpit efforts were highly acceptable ; his social 
Intercourse seasoned with dignity and piety, and his resi- 
dence a blessing tv all about him. From this place he 
made his Jast remove to Augusta, Kentucky. Here he 
taught a classical schvol for some time, and was alterward 
appointed principal of Augusta College, in which relation 
he continued till the time of his death. In these severat 
places his labors in the pulpit were considerable, and cx- 
teusively useful. All who knew him esteemed him as 2 
man of talents and irreproachable Chrisuan character, 
dic was, indeed, all in all, one of the must amiabic, guile- 
less men Lo ever knew: never did I know a man more 
periccuy under the influence of moral and religious prin- 
ciple. His uniturm course was one of digh and unbend- 
qu rectitude. 

“One error, as reported in the ‘Minutes, 


» 


respect 
ing his conversion, 1 must beg leave to correct. 1 de 
ii upon his vown authority, when living, and that of his 
brovier, the Rev. James B. Finley, superintendent of the 
Wryandoit mission. There is something rather remarkable 
inthe nianner in which these worthy ministers were Hirst 
browght to reflect with more than ordinary concern upon 
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their latter end. John and James were amusing theme 
selves in the forest wih their guns; and as John was sit 
ting carelessiy upon his horse, James's gun accidentally 
went off, and the contents enme very near entering John’s 
head. (‘The brothers were mutually alarmed, humbled, 
and thankful: they were more than ever struck with the 
melancholy truth, that ‘in the midst of lite we are in 
death? They refleeted upon their unpreparedness to meet 
death, and appearin judgment. Each promised the other 
he would retorm; and the result was, they were both led 
to seek religion, as the only preparation for Urernity, 
Both the brothers agree in stating that this cireumstance 
was the means, in the hand of God, of their awakening 
and conversion, as neither of them was in the habit of 
attewding the preaching of the Gospel before the inquie- 
tude and alarm created by this oeeasion, I have been 
thus minute in detailing the immediate means of his eon- 
Version, at the request of a surviving brother, in whose 
estimation the apparent incompetency of the means mays 
nities the grace of God, in this singntlar dispensation of 
Wended merey and providence. 

‘olin 2. Finley was in the wninistry about fifteen years, 
He was ordained deacon by Bishop Asbury, on the 17th 
wf Seprember, 1614. He reeeived ordination as elder at 
the hands of Bishop Roberts, July 2, P20. At the time 
of his death he was a member of the Kentucky annual 
conlerence, actively dividing his tine and energies between 
the business of collegiate instruction and the labor of the 
pialpit. 

“As a men, the subject of these recollections was en- 
esgingly amiable, ingenuons, and agreeable. Equally 
removed from attectation and reserve, the cirele in whieh 
he moved felt the presence of s friend, and the influence 
of a Christian and minister. 

“As u teacker, his excellence was acknowledged by ail 
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who were competent to decide upon his claims; and 
though he yvloricd more in being found a pupil in the 


sehool of Christ, yet he was no stranger to the academy — 


and Tyeeum, 

As a husband, there is one living isnt tears have 
bow his eulogy, and to whom, with his si children, 
friendship inscribes these lines. | 4 
hs oa futher. he was worthy of his eter and in 
— pointing them to another and better world, he was always 

vente to lead the way himself. 

As a sriend, he was warm, ardent, and confiding, and 
not Jess vencrous than constant. His intimate friends, 
however, were few and well selected. 

As a minister, in the pulpit, he was able, impressive, 
and overwhelming. The cross of his redemption was his 
theme; and in life and death it became to him the ‘em- 
phasis of every joy.’ In all these relations [T knew him 
well, and can, therefore, speak from the confidence of per- 
sonal knowledge and accredited information. 

~The last time | saw him, 1 preached a sermon, at his 
request, on the ‘Inspiration of the Scriptures.” When £ 
had retired to my room, he called on me, in company 
with adriend, and, in his usual frank manner, embraced 
me, and observed, “11—, L thank you for that sermon, 
awl L expeet to repeat my gratitude in heaven.’ — Little 
did L think at this interview that Lwas gazing on my friend 
for ihe last time, and that in cighteen months his ripened 
virtues were to reecive the rewards of the heavenly world! 
Bat so it was; and 1, less fit to die, am spared another and 
another year. 

“Ife died on the 8th of May, 1825, in the forty-second 
year of his age, and sixtcenth of his minisary; and at the 
sune time that this bereaved family wept upon his grave, 
the sadness of the Chureh told that she had lost one of 
her brightest ornaments. Just before his triumphant spirit 
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rose to sink and sigh no more, he was asked how he felt, 
and what were his prospects upon entering the dark val- 
ley and shadow of death. He replied, in language worthy 
of immortality, ‘Not the shadow of a doubt; I have 
Christ within, the hope of glory. That comprehends all” 
and then, with the protomartyr, he ‘fell asleep.’ 20 

“Such is a very imperfect sketch of the lite, character, 
and death of John P. Finley. God grant, reader, that 
you and [may share the glory that gilded the ne hours 
of his toil!” 

1 will close this sketch by inserting the Rev. Sealine 
Stumper’s dream. He was intimately acquainted with 
my brother, and the remarkable dream which he had 
wis in relation to him. Jt was communicated to me as 
follows : 

“J was much attached to brother Finley and ee? to bat 
We lived in habits of the closest intimacy and Christian 
confidence. He was taken ill when I was at a distance, 
and the news of his sickness and death came together to 
me. 1 felt that L had Jost one of my best friends, and 
mourned for him as a dear brother departed, and probably 
that gave rise to the dream. In my slumbers 1 thought I 
went to lis house, where Eused often to go with pleasure 
in his Ufetime. He weleomed me at the door with his 
usual urbanity. Twas ghul to see him, and he expressed 
urest joy to see me, though IT knew he was dead. We 
sat down side and side by the fire. Iwas at onee filled 
wih curiosity to learn something from him respecting the 
world of spirits. Tle locked at me earnestly, and said, 

“+ Prother, you are filed with curiosity? 

“1 replied, *Yes. my mind has taken a very curious 
turn.’ 

“Well? said he, ‘ask me any question you see proper, 
and [will satisfy you so far as T ean consistently with the 
low of the country where 1 live.’ 
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—T then proceeded, and asked, ‘Brother, are you 
happy ? 

“«* Ves,’ said he, ‘I am happy as heaven can make me. 

“T then asked, ‘When you died did you enter immedi- 
ately into heaven ?” 

««No,’ said he; ‘but I immediately started for it, and 
T was the space of three days arriving there, though I 
flew with more than the velocity of a sunbeam. I passed 
beyond the boundaries of this system, and lost sight of 
the most distant star that twinkles in these skies, and 
entered into thick and uninterrupted darkness.’ Then 
pausing, he looked at me most expressively, and said, 
*O, hell is a solemn reality! After this,’ said he, ‘I ali 
at once burst into the glories of heaven.’ 

“Said I, ‘The Scriptures represent heaven as a glori- 
ous city, such a one as was never seen on earth, and by 
other splendid and beautiful imagery. Is this entirely 
figurative, or is it a literal description ?’ 

«*Tt is,’ said he, ‘partly figurative and partly ‘iil 
Heaven is a local residence, gloriously fitted up for the 
abode of saints and angels, where the glory of God is re- 
venled to an extent that is not known in any other part 
of his dominion, where the evloritied humanity of Jesus is 
ever seen and admired by the whole company of heaven. 
There is nothing material there, but all spiritual, immate- 
rial, and imperishable. All the beautiful imagery of the 
Seriptures are there seen, though of a spiritual charaeter, 
such as the trees ever green, the golden streets, ete.’ 

“eT then inguired if the saints in heaven knew each 
other. 

ee Ore perfectly,’ said he, *than they did here. | 
knew at sight all the patriarchs, prophets, and apostles.’ 

“Tothen desired to know if the satnts in heaven were 
aequiinted with the affairs of earth. 

««Only,’ said he, ‘as they are permitted ty visit: the 
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earth, as Lam at this time. This they often Here 
sometimes sent as ministering angels,’ i 


«After this he said, ‘1 desire to know how you : are 
getling on in the work of God.’ 

“TI replied, ‘About as we were when. you used to be 
with us.’ 

“He then asked, ‘Do the Methodists pay their reach 
ers no better than formerly ? 

‘T sod. ‘No 

“QO,” said he, ‘what a pity—what a pity! The itiner- 
ant plan is the plan of God. He designs it to take the 
world, and nothing will prevent it but a want of liberality 
in our people. But,’ said he, ‘you must never locate. 
God has called you to this work. He will support 
you. You will live to be a very old man, and may be 
very useful.’ He then repeated, with a very heavy em- 
phasis, ‘You must never lucate. If [ had my life to live 
asain, 1 would travel if L begged my bread from door to 
door, You know | often told you L believed it was my 
duty to travel, and had [L obeyed L should have shone 
mach brighter in heaven than I now do.” He then added, 
with a most affectionate tons and look, ‘O, brother, don’t 
Joeate ; God will support you.” He then reached up to 
the chimney-piece, and took down a considerable roll of 
bank-netes of the most singular and beautiful appearance 
JT had ever seen, and, handing them to me, he said, *Lere, 
these are for you.’ 

* LT said, * Brother, | would rather you would give that 
money ty your wile. You know your family are depend- 
ent. 

He answered, * Nog itis for you. There is a bank in 
heaven for the mean of itinerant preachers, and this is 
for you.” [ then took it. He then said, ‘It is almost 
time for me to go; bat we must worship toyether before 
we part.’ He sang loud and animated, and while I was 
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praying he shouted aloud, as he used often to do when we 
were toycther at meeting. My soul beeame filled. I 
never was more happy; and even after I awoke my very 
heart suny praises to God. He then bade me an atlee- 
tionace adieu, we parted, and I awoke.” 
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CHAPTER 22VTI. 


SEERTCH OF THE RAV. WILLTAM Bi OCBRIG TIS. 


Tonave already alluded to this beloved brother, and 
propose furnishing my readers with a short sketch of his 
useful life, 

Brother Christie was born in Williamsburg, Clermont 
county, Ohio, on the 2d of September, 1805. In early 
life he embraced religion and joined the Methodist Epis- 
eopal Chureh. In the vear 1825 he was admitted into 
the traveling connection and appointed to Union ecireuit. 
He owas called to fill some of the most important appoint- 
ments in the gift of the Church. In the several import- 
ant fields of Jabor he sustained himself well as a minister, 
and by his geal and fidelity he proved, under God, a 
erent blessing to the Church, That his labors were 
thase of an aeeredited embussador of Christ is attested 
by thousinds who were blessed with his ministrations, 
Numerous witnesses of the power of Christ to save were 
revised up through his instrumentality. That he pos- 
sessed the affection and eontidence of his brethren and 
companions in toil is evident from the faet that. by their 
oully ges. he was thrice honered with a seat m the Gen-— 
eral conference.”’ 

The persouel appearanee of brother Christie was pre- 
possessing In an eminent degree. He was somewhat 
above the medium hight. His hair was black as a raven, 
his eyes dark and piercinaly brilliant. and, when lighted 
up fay with the inspiration of his theme, they shot un- 
carthiy fires, About his countenance there was a bland 
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and sometimes almost seraphie sweetness, especially when, 
with soft and measured cadences, he would labor to win 
his rapt and listening audiences to the cross, or bear them 
away on imagination’s wing to heaven. His equal in the 
pulpit for fervid oratory we never saw before; his like in 
rapid, impassioned cloquence we never expect to look 
upon again. Tis ambition—and who that excels has it 
not?—was of that towering kind which sought to rise 
above all others, but never stooped in envious flight to 


pluck another’s honors. 

{ will refer to the admirably-written memoir contained 
in the Minutes of the Ohio conference for 1843: 

“As aman, brother Christie was insenuous, cuileless, 
magnanimous, and ardent in affection. Dignitied in de- 
portment and courteous in his manners. he won the atlee- 
tions of all with whom he had intercourse. Lis mental 
endowments were of a high order, and having in youth 
enjoved the advantages of a colleve life at Auvusta, under 
the presidency of the Rey. John VP. Finley, he received 
that training and acquired those elements and principles 
which qualified him for the attainment of those stores of 
knowledve which, in after life, were so richly developed 
during lis ministerial carver. Tlence, as a divine, it has 
been justly remarked, that he had few equals, if any 
superiors. Profoundty versed in the science of theology 
and ecclesiastical polity, in the pulpit and on the conter- 
enee floor, he handled his subjeets with a power and shill 
that rarely failed of success. But the pulpit, pre-emi- 
nently, was the theater of his greatness, and the sufler- 
invs of Christ the glory of his theme. Calm and col- 
Teeted in his introduction, erutious in the statement of his 
positions, cogent in his reasonings, apposite in his iluastra- 
dons, and appropriate in his Seriptural uotations, he ear 
ried conviction to the understandings of his audienec, and 


then, rising with the inspiration of his subject, with the 
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fervor and pathos of his appeals, under the glowings ot 
the Spirit of God, he forced the citadel of the hearts of 
his hearers, aval made them feel the power of the Gospel 
of Christ. Throueh him the violated law of God an- 
nounced its threatened penalty, the claims of Divine jus- 
tice were vindieated, ull the sinner, self-condemned, was 
earried to the cross of Jesus, and offered and pressed for 
his aceeptanee, by faith in the blood of atonement, a 
present, tree, and full salvation. And, doubtless, many 
throuch his instrumentality were saved, and will shine as 
stars in his erown ef rejoicing forever and ever. But this 
bright luminary in the moral heavens was destined to be 
quenched ere it bad traveled the whole length of the 
ordinary path of human life. i ar 
“Tn the carly part of brother Christie’s ministerial life 
his health failed him, owing to his abundant labors an 
his untiring ussiluity in the pursuit of useful knowledge. 
Hlenec. tor meny years he suffered much afflietion and 
almost continual pain, but did pot intermit hisdabors till 
he was absolutely compelled to desist from his work and 
repair te the becom of his friends to close his earthly 
eareer, For this purpose he left his station at Urbana, 
and went to the city of Cineipnati, But when he reached 
Dy, Wrights, in Cincinnati, on ‘Tuesday evening, he was 
nih prostrated, took his bed, and cdechned more rapidly 
then before. The next morning after he arrived, two min- 
ivtertal brethren aaied to see him. Dis face was flushed 
with fever, and his system wasted almost to a shadow, 
He was much affected at the interview, and said his 
nerves were shattered, lat his confidence in God was un- 
shaken. Tle knew io whom he had believed. He had net 
preached an nuknown or untelt Savior, and the Gospel 
which he had long preached to others was then his consa- 
Jation. The «alls of his numerous friends so taxed nig 
sympathy and his strength that his physicians found it 
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requisite to Jay some restriction on them, or suffer him 
to be much hastened in his departure ; aud, with all the 
care that could be taken by physicians and friends, he did 
not last long, 

““\mony the numerous incidents indicating the state 
of his mind during the last hours of his earthly existence, 
only a few will be recited. 
© Saturday morning, a little afier midnight, he re- 
quested a brother, who was sitting near him, to eall Dr. 
Wright, who came in and found him rapidly sinking. He 
asked brother C. if he felt worse. His reply was, that he 
had ereat difliculty of breathing. After some means of 
temporary relict had becn administered, he asked the 
Doctor, *What does this mean?’ In reply, the Doctor 
inquired if he would like to sce some of his friends. 
Brother C. then said, ‘Why do you ask the question? 
Do you think I am pretty near home?’ On being in- 
formed that he was undoubtedly worse, he looked round 
upon his wife and friends, calm and collected, and said, 
‘Jam not alarmed. Tam not afraid to die.” Extending 
and looking at his hands, he remarked, ‘Jesus, with his 
bleeding hands, will not thrust me away.’ Next, he took 
his two ditthe sons, embraeed, and commended them to 
God. Soon after this, brother Schon, having been sent 
for, entered his room, to whom he extended his hand, 
and, with a countenance bright with hope, said, * Brother 
Sehon, To am almost home.” After exchangine a few 


words, he requested brother S. to pray, and durine the 


prayer he appeared to be perteetly happy. This ever, he 
beckoned brother S. to his bed, and by him sent the tol- 
towing message: “Tell my brethren at the conference, if 
they think my name worthy of being mentioned, that 1 
have not preached an unknown and an untelt Christ. 
Tell them, that theugh unworthy and unfaithful. that 
Gospel which I have preached to others now sustains me, 
37 
r 
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Tell the preachers to preach Christ and him crucified. 
ell them my only hope, my only foundation, is in the 
blood of sprinkling. Precious blood! O, the fullness, 
the sweetness, the richness of that fountain? After — 
praising God for sume time, he turned his eyes en his 
Weeping companion, and made some reference tu his tem: 
poralities, but instantly observed, they were small mat- 
ters, litle things, assuring her that God would provide for 
her and his jitthe children. About two o'clock Bishop 
Morris arrived, and found him bolstered up in his bed, 
covered with the sweat of death, and much exhausted by 
the cifurts he had made to speak, as above described. 
He, however, reached out his hand, and said distinedy, 
‘Lam almost home. 1 feel that God is good to me, said 
that Jesus Christ is my selvation.”” No question was 
asked him, and, being exhausted, he desisted from speak- 
ing for a while, and then, looking at his distressed wite, 
we understood him to say, ‘Jesus is precious.” When 
unable to articulate, he often Hfted his cold hand in token 
of vietory; and again, as though snxious io make us un- 
derstand his meaning, he raised his hend high above his 
head. and waved it in triumph. After some time, he 
raised both hands at onee, amd extended them berore hiny 
as if just rising on ‘the wings of love and arms of faith,’ 
and then, in an enimating manner, brought his hands 
together, ‘riumpling over death, his last enemy. Ad that 
time we sapposed le would speak tio more; tor when his 
companion desired to hear his yoiee onee more an earth, 
he cowid only look at her and point his fingwr to heaxen, 
However, not long before bis exif be raised bis hands 
ticgh, and brother 8. asked him if he wanted any fuing, 
He shoos bis head. Brother 5. then asked. hin if if wats 
power and glory. His countenance brightened up, while 
be nodded bis hewi ofiewatively. and his strengikh relurn- 
if2 ty him, he shouted aload, clapping his hands and giv- 
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ing glory to God. The sume peculianiiy of manner, forni 
of expression, end even gesture, which marked his pulpit 
and altar performances, were strikingly exhibited in his 
closing scene. ‘To the last he seemed to be conscious and 
triumphant. About seven o’clock, Saturday morning, 
March 26, 1842, without a sigh or groan, his deathless 
spirit passed in peace and triumph from earth, to appear 
before the presence of God with exceeding joy. - Cine 
overwhelming crowd of all classes of people that thronged 
to his funeral at Wesley Chapel, and attended his remains 
vo their last resting-place on earth, afforded abundant evi- 
dence of the estimate they placed upon his character. 


’ 


i 
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; CHAPTER LENG 3% ade 
INDIAN BIOGRAPHY. | 
MONONCUE, 


Pur renowned chia -of the Wyandott satibatieih dBi * 
medium in stature, and remarkably symmetrical in form. | 
He was one of the most active men I ever knew, quick in| a 
his motions as thought, and fleet as the roe in the chase. — 

Asa speaker, ho possessed a native cloquence which was — 
tnily wonderful, Few could stand before the overwhelm- 
ing torrent of his cloguence. He was a son of Thunder. 
When inspired with his theme, he could move a large 
assembly with as much ease, and rouse them to as high @; , 
state of excitement, as any speaker [ ever heard. , 

There is a peculiarity in Indian eloquence which it is | 
difficult tu describe. To form a currect idea of its char: 
acter, you must be in the hearing and sight of the son of — 
the forest; the tones of his voice and the flash of his i. 
must fall upon you, and you must see the significant 
mevements of his body. As an orator, Mononcue was 
hol surpassed by any chietiain. . 

I will give a specimen or two of the cloquence of thi 
gifted son of nature. Limagine yourself, gentle reader, i 
the depths of the forest, surrounded by hundreds of chic 
and warriors, all sunk in the degradation and darkness of 
Paganism. They have been visited by ihe missionary, 
and several converted Indian chiefs. One atier another 
the chiefs rise and address the assembly, but with so 
eflect. The dara seowl of infidelity settles on their 
brows, end the frequent muticrings of the excited audiiurs 
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indicate that their speeches are not acceptable, and their 
doctrines not believed. 
— At Jength Mononcue rises amidst confusion and disturb- 
ance, and ordering silence with a commanding voice, he 
addresses them as follows: 

«When you meet to worship God, and to hear from his 
word, shut up your mouths, and open your ears to hear 
what is said. You have been here several days and 
nights worshiping your Indian god, who has no existence, 
only in your dark and beclouded minds. You have been 
burning your dogs and venison for him to smell. What 
kind of a God or Spirit is he, that can be delighted with 
the smell of a burnt dog? Do you supnose the great God 
that spread out the heavens, that hune up the sun and 
moon, and all the stars, to make light, and spread out this 
vast world of land and water, and filled it with men and 
beasts, and every thing that swims or flies, is pleased with 
the smell of your burnt dogs? I tell you to-day, that his 
ereat eye is on your hearts, and not on your fires, to sce 
and smell what you are burning. Has your worshiping 
here these few days made you any beiter? Do you feel 
that you have gotten the victory over one evil? No! 
You have not taken the first step to do Detter, which is to 
keep this day holy. This day was appointed by God 
himself a day of rest for all men, and a day on which 
men are to worship him with pure heurts, and to come 
before him, that he may examine their hearts, and cast 
out all their evil. This day is appointed for lis ministers 
to preach to us Jesus, and to teach our dark and cloudy 
minds, and to bring them to light.” He here spoke of 
the Savior, and his dying to redeem the world; that now 
life and salvation are freely offered to all that will forsake 
sin and turn to God. He adverted to tne judgment day, 
and the awful consequences of being found in sin, and 
stranvers to God. On this subject he was tremendously 
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awlul. He burst into tears: he caught the handkerehiel 
from his head. and wiped them from his eyes. Neiein 
the house sat as if they were petrified, while others wept 
iu silence. Many of the femaies drew their blankets over 
their faces and wept. “ Awful, awful day to the wicked!” 
said this thundering minister. ‘Your faces will look much 
blacker with your shame and guilt, than they do now with 
your paint.” Lhave no doubt but God was with Monon- 
cue on this oceasion, and that many were convicted of sin 
and a judement to come. 

On the first of January, at our mission in U Jone douse 
dusky, while 1 had charge of the same, 1 was called to 
bury one of our litde flock, an aged woman, the mother of — 
Jaco, and aunt to Mononeue. She lived at the Big Spring 
reservation, fifteen miles from the mission house. On the 
Sabbath before her death, L conversed with her about her 
future hopes. She rejoiced, and praised God that he had 
ever sent his ministers to preach Jesus to her and her peo- 
pie. bt have been trying,” said she, “to serve God for 
years; but it was all in the dark, tll the ministers brought 
the light to my mind, and then I prayed, and tound my 
God precious to my poor soul. Now 1 am going soon to 
see him in his house above; and L want all my children, 
and yrandchildren, and friends, to mect me in that good 
world.” She died a few days after, in great peace. 1 was 
sent for, to go and bury her. Brother Riley and myselt 
rede there in the night, and carly in the morning com- 
towneced making the eoftin. Lt was late before we could 
tnish i, and, consequently, late before the funeral was 
over, But Lthink L shail wever forget the seene. Lt was 
berween sundown and dark when we left with the eorpse 
The lowering elouds hung heavily over us, and the virgin 
stow was faing, We entered a deep and lonely wood, 
jour men cmrrying the bier, and the resi all following in 
Indian tle, When we came to the burying-ground, the 
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indians stood wrapped up in their blankets, lesning against 
the forest trees, in breathless silence; and all bore the as-_ 
pect of death. Not one word was said while the grave 
was filling up; but from the daughter, and some of the 
grandchildren, now and then a broken sigh escaped. At 
last Mononcue broke out in the following strains: ‘Fare- 
weil, my old and precious aunt! You have suffered much 
in this world of sin and sorrow. You set us all a good 
example, and we have often heard you speak of Jesus in 
the sweetest strains, while the falling tears have witnessed 
the sincerity of your heart. Farewell, my aunt! We 
shall no more hear your teader voice, that used to lull all 
our sorrows, and drive our fears from us. Farewell, my 
aunt! That hand that fed us will feed us no more. Fare- 
well to your sorrows: all is over. There your body must 
jie till the voice of the Son of God shall call youup. We 
weep not with sorrow, but with joy, that your sou! is in 
heaven.” Then he said, “ Who of you all will meet her in 
heaven?” This was a feeling and happy time, and we 
parted, I think, fully determined to die the death of the 
righicous. We rode home that night, fifteen miles, and 
felt greatly comforted in talking of the goodness of God 
and the power of his grace. ‘Blessed are the dead that 
die in the Lord from heneeforth.’’ 

Mononene was of great service to the mission as a local 
preacher, and was always prompt in the discharge of every 
duty. Ile was 

“Bold to take up, firm to sustain 
The couseerated cross.” 
Ready for every good word and work, he engaged with 
the utmost cheerfulness in every thing his brethren desired 
hing to do, that woulkl advance the eause of his Master. 
Lwas most deeply attached to him, and lived on terms ot 
the most warm and confiding friendship during his iit. 


But Mononcue, mv faithful Indian friend and brother, 1 
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gone. Tle has fought the good fight, he has finished nis — 
course, he has kept the faith,” and now he dwells with 
the Savior above. ee er 
RETWEEN-THE-LOGS. ve 

Tur distinguished chief whose likeness the leabesetl 
find accompanying this biography, was born near Lower 
Sandusky, about the year 1780. His father was a Sencea, 
and his mother a Wyandoit, belonging to the Bear tribe. 
When he was about eight or nine years old, his father and 
mother parted —a thing very common among the heathen 
Tndiaus, After this, Le lived with his father Sil the old 
men’s death, by which time he had nearly arrived at man- 
hood. Atter the death of his father, he lived with his 
meiher, among the Wyandotts, Of the particulars of -~ 
lite, previous to this time, there is but little known. Not 
Jone atter his return to his mother, he: joined Indian war- 
riors, and with them suffered a defeat by the army under 
Gon. Wayne, in the decisive battle at the Rapids of Mau- 
mee. «He then lived at Lower Sandusky. His good 
sense, persevering and enterprising disposition, with his 
Jrempt ebedienve to the commands of the: aoe and 
fi bral discharge of whatever duty was assiv 
von toeall him into public notice in the nation, ar 
the foundation for his being promoted to the otis a 
ehiets and beeause of his retentive memory, and ability in 
(oscussion, he was constitated ehief-speaker of the nation. 
Tle soon became the indinaate friend and counselor of the 
heodehief When he was about twenty-five years old. he 
wos sent to fathom the doctrines aad pretensions of a eel- 
ebrated Seneca Prophet, whose fallacy he soon deteeted. 
About two years afterward he was sent on a like errand 
to gyoted Shawnee Prophet —Teeumseh's brether—with 
whom he staid nearly « vear, and then returned, convinced, 
vod convineing others, that the Prophet's pretensions were — 
al delusive. and destitute: of ait A faa? 
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Shortly after his return from this Prophet, the late war 
commenced. On the part of the Wyandotts, he and the 
head chief attended a great Indian council of the northern 
nations, at Brownstown, in which he firmly rejected all 
overtures to join in the war against the Amcricans, 
although surrounded by warriors attached to the opposite 
interest. They left the council, and, on their return to 
Sandusky, immediately joined the American cause. When 
Gen. Harrison invaded Canada, Between-the-logs, in com- 
puny with a party of Wyandott chiefs and warriors, at- 
tended him. But the principal object of the chief, at this 
time, was to detach that part of the Wyandotts from the 
British interest, who, by the surrounding Indians, had, in 
x measure, been foreed to join the English. This was 
effected. : 

After the war, he became permanently settled in the 
neighborhood of Upper Sandusky. He now sometimes 
indulged in intemperance to excess, on which occasions 
unbridled passion got the better of his natural good sense. 
In one of these drunken fits he killed his wife. As well 
as I now recollect, Between-the-logs was excited to this 
deed by a wretch who owed her some ill-will, and took 
the opportunity of his drunkenness, and insisted that she 
was a bad woman, a witch, ete., and that he ought to kill 
her. For some time he maintained that she was a good 
woman, and refused; but was, at last, overcome, and 
stabbed her. When he beeame sober, the horror of this 
deed made so deep an impression on his mind, that from 
that day forth he measurably abandoned all use of ardent 
spirits. Being deeply impressed with a sense of the ne- 
eessity of a preparation for another world, and having 
a strong regard for his countrymen, he frequently be- 
souvht them to forsake drunkenness, and pursue a right- 
eous life. 

In 1817 a new ficld opened for the exercise of his 
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wisdom and courage. The United Siates having ‘aban. 
arrangements to extinguish the Indian utile to the Jands— 
claimed by them in Ohio, eommissioners were sent fo trent 
with them. The Wyandotis refused to sell their Jand:— 
but the Chippewas, Potawntomies, and Ottowas, without 
any right. sid claim to a great part of their land. Ga- 
briel Godfroy and Whitmore Knayes, Indian agents for 
these uations, proposed in open council, in behalf of the 
Chippewas, ete., to sell said land. The commissioners 

then declared, that if the Wyandotts would not sell their 
lands, they would buy them of the others.  Between-the- 
Joes firmly opposed all these measures; but however just 
his cause, or manly his arguments, they were lost upon 
nen determined on their course. The Wyandotts, finding 
themselves so eireumstanced, and not being able to help 
themselves, were thus forced to sell on the terms proposed 
hy the commissioners. They did the best they could, and 
signed the treaty; but only from a strong hope that, by 
representing to the President and the government the true 
state of things, before the treaty was ratified, they should 
obtiuin some redress from government. In resorting to 
this course, Between-the-logs acted a principal part. Ac- 
cordingly he, with the Wyandott chiefs, and a delegation 
from the Delawares and Seneeas, immediately proceeded 
to Washington, without consulting the Indian agents, or 
any other offeer of government, When they were intre- 
Caced to the Seeretary of War, he remarked to them that 
Ne owas surprised that he had received no information of 
their coming by any of the agents, Between-the-logs 
answered with the spirit of a free man, « We got up, aud 
come of aurselees, We becieved the great road was free for 
ws. He so pleaded thelr eause before the President, 
Secretary of War. and Congress, that they obtained an 
enlargement of their reservations, and an increase of an- 
wuities. 


* 
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About a year afterward the Gospel was introauced 


zmony the Wyandotts, by a colored man, named John 
b 
maintiined its cause in the national council; and when, 


wart. Between-the-logs was decidedly in its favor, and 


some time afterward, I formed a Church among them, he 
was the first man who joined society, the first who turned 
his back on their old, heathen traditions. 

Afier he embraced religion, and his understanding be- 
exame enlightened, he earnestly pressed upon his people 


the necessity of faith in Christ, and a life of righteous- 
ness. Svon after this, he was regularly appointed an ex- 
horicr in the Church, in which station he remained till his 
death, a devoted friend and advocate of the cause of God. 
He also watched with unremitting diligence over the tem- 
poral interests of the nation; enduring the fatigues of 
business, and of the longest journeys, for the welfare of 
his peeple, without complaint. He was uniformly an 
attendant upon the Ohio annual conference, at which he 
made sume of the most rational and eloquent speeches 
ever delivered by an Indian before that body. He feli, 
and always manifested a deep interest in the welfare of 
the mission and school. 

The following address was delivered by Between-the- 
Joes, at the anniversary of the Missionary Society, in the 


i 


city of New York, in the spring of 1826. After giving a 
history of the introduction of the Roman Catholic religion 
into his nation, and the influence it had on his people, he 
says: “It is rue, we went to Church on the Sabbath day, 
and then the minister preached; but we did not under- 
stand one word he said. We saw he kneeled down, and 


od up, and went through motions with his great dress 
on; and when Church was out we all went to a place 
where they sold rum and whisky, got drank, and went 
home drank. Ife would tell us we must not wet drunk ; 


but he would drink himself, and trolic and dance on the 


Rete 
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Sabbath. We counted our beads, and kept atta nh sai all 
about our necks, or under our pillows, and would some- 
times pray to ti Virgin Mary, But we were all as we 
were before. It made no change on us, and I began to 
think it was not as good as the religion of our fathers; 
for they taught us to be good men and women, to worship 
the Great Spirit, and to abstain from all evil. Soon after, 
the Senceea Prophet came to our nation, and he told us 
that he had found the right way; that he had a revelation” 
and had seen and talked with an angel, and was directed 
to teach all the Indians; that they must quit drinking, and 
must take up their old Indian religion, and offer their con- 
stunt sacrifices, as their fathers had done, which had been 
nevieeted too much; and, on aceount of this, the Great 
Spirit had rorsaken them. But if they would come back 
and follow him, that he would yet drive the white man 
back to his native home. We all followed him till we saw 
he went crooked, and did not do himself what he taught 
us todo. Then we followed him no more, but returned 
to our old course. Some time atterward exme the Shaw- 
nee Prophet, the brother of Tecumseh, and he told us 
that a great many years ayo there lived a prophet that had 
foretold the present state of the Indians, that they would 
be seattered and driven from their homes; but that the 
(reat Spirit had said that he would make them stand on 
their fect again, and would drive the white man back over 
the waters, aud vive them their own country; that he had 
seen un angel, and he told him that all the Indians must 
quit drinking, and all turn to thei old ways that their 
grandfathers had followed, and unite and aid to drive the 
whites from our country. Many believed and followed 
lim. Bat Thed vot tired. and thought it was the best for 
me to keep on ia the old way, and so we continued. Then 
the war came on, and we all went to drinking and fighting. 
When the war wes over, we were a nation of drunkards, 


£ 
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and so wicked that the chiefs thought we must try and 
get up our old religion of feasting and dancing. We did 
our best to get our people to quit drinking. But while 
we were trying to reform, God sent a colored man named 
Stewart to us with the good Book. He began to talk, and 
sing, and pray; but we thought it was all nothing, and 
many made fun of him because he was a black man. 
The white traders told us we ought to drive him away: 
for the white people would not let a black man preach for 
them. We, however, watched his walk, and found that 
he walked straight, and did as he said. At last the word 
took hold, and many began to listen, and believed it was 
right, and soon we began to pray, and we found that it 
was of God. Then others came, and they told us the 
same things. ‘The work broke out, and God has done 
great things for us. I was among the first that took hold, 
and I found it was the religion of the heart, and from 
God. It made my soul happy, and does yet. The school 
is doing well. Our children are learning to read the good 
Book, and promise fair to make good and useful men. 
We thank you, our friends, for all the kindness and help 
you have shown us, and hope you will continue to help 
us (ill we ean stand alone and walk. We will do our best 
to spread this religion at home, and send it to all nations. 
When at home [I am accustomed to hear my_ brothers 
talk; but -ince I came here I can not understand what 
is said. I wonder if the people understand one another; 


> 


for I sec but little effect from what is said ;’? meaning that 


the Gospel preached had but little visible effect. 

T then followed, and gave some account of the mission, 
the work of God among the Indians, the school, farm, and 
our prospects generally. 

Rev. James Gilruth, who visited Between-the-lovs in 
his last illness, which was pulmonary consumption, says: 
“On my first visit [ strove to be faithful. T asked him 
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of his hope. He said it was ‘the merey of God in Christ? 
Lasked him of his evidence. He said it was ‘the comfort 
of the Spirit.” Tasked him if he was afraid to die. — He 
said, ‘lL am not.’ [ inquired if he felt resigned to yo. 
Tle said, ‘1 have felt some desires of the world, but they 
are all gone. L now feel willing to die or live, as the 
Lord sees best.? Some days afterward I visited him 
again. I found his mind still staid on God; but he wag 
evidently approaching his dissolution. [informed him 
that there were some evidences that his son—Richard 
Reese, his only child—had experienced religion. He 
rejoiced, and said, * I wish you to keep him at the mis- 
sion. Itvis the best place for him. Keep him at school; 
keep him out of bad company.’ A few days after this ke 
closed lis life, in peace with God and man, on the Ist of 
January, 1627, about the forty-sixth year of his agonal 
was buried in the graveyard by the meeting-house.” ys 

T preached his funeral sermon to a large, attentive, ie 
weeping company of his people, the mission family, ete. 

Between-the-logs was rather above the common stat- 
ure, broad, and thin’ built, but otherwise well-propor- 
tioned, with an open and manly countenance, a 

Through his life he had to contend with strong pas- 
sions, which, through grace, he happily overcame in the 
end. His memory was so tenacious that he retained 
every matter of importance, and related it, when neces- 
cary, with animate correctness that was truly astonishing, 
And sueh were his natural abilities otherwise, that, had 
he received a suitable edueation, few would have exceeded 
him, either us a minister of the Gospel or as a Hane 
or politician, 

Many interesting incidents might be given of this hier 
tain: but the space allotted will not admit of a more ex- 
‘ended neeount. Few men of any nation or tongue, con 
sidering the circumstances under which they were placed: 
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possesscd vreater natural gilts than many of these suns 
of the forest; and had their descendants, as well as the 
other tribes of Indians, received that attention from the 
Church and the government to which they were justly 
entitled as the original inheritors of the soil, they might 
have remained strong and powerful to this day. but, 
alas! the doom of the entire race appears to be sealed, 
and in w few years the tide of Anglo-Saxon population 
will sweep them away, and nothing will be left to tell of 
their existence but the page of history. 


BiG=TR EB. 


Tris remarkable Indian was a chief of the Bear tribe. 
He was in almost every respect an extraordinary man. 
Above six feet in hight, symmetrical in proportions, and 
graccful in his movements, he at once impressed the eye 
of the beholder with an idea that he was in the presence 
of one of nature’s greatest sons. He had a Grecian cast 
of countenance, broad, expansive forehead, aquiline nose, 
and remarkably-regular features. ; 

When I beexme acquainted with him he was about 
eighty years of ave. He presented a somewhat singular 
appearance. The rims of his cars were cut, and the 
inner portion of them perforated, in which were hung 
many silver ornaments, such as the Indians have, from 
time immemorial, Locdies themselves with. The carti- 
lave of his nose also was perforated, from which de- 
pended a curiously-wrought. silver jewel. His hair was 


cut olf close to his head, with the exception of a small 


yoruon on his erown, which was Jony and plaited, in- 
closed in a silver tube. In other respects, he was dressed 
in the usunl Indian costume. ‘ 

Singular as was the appearance of this chicftain, no 


one could look upon his commandiny person without feel- 


a 
| 


Ing arespect for him. Ave had not beni his erect, dig 
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nified form, or dimmed the fire of his dark, expressive 
eye, and his flank, manly, atfable manners at onee guined 
your eontidence. of ae 

IIe resided on the banks of the Sebdee ere the 
mission house. The small field, which he brought under 
a high state of cultivation, yielded him corn, beans, 
squashes, and other vegetables sufficient to supply Ais 
wants. In the center of this field stood his wigwam. lt 
was of singular construction. The materials out of which 
it was constructed were chiefly corn-stulks placed up on 
end like a shock, but much larger. dn the middle of this 
he eonsiructed his chimney, made of bark pealed from the 
trees. The chimney was set on poles, supported by four 
forks set so as to incline inward, and thus prove a brace 
to cach other, The bark was then wound around cach 
of these, and extended from one to the other so as to 
keep them in their place. The blades on the inside of 
the cornsstalks, forming the interior of the Indian dwell- 
ing. Were all earefully pesled off, while those on the out- 
side were all turned down, Se regularly and exaethy had 
all this been done that the whole dwelling was Ha perviots 
to water and perfectly warm in the soldinet weather. The 
only avenue through which light or air could be admitted 
was the door, which was small, and elosed witht baie 
His bed wes ten inches from the ¢round, and was con- 
structed as follows: Three logs wood three feet long 
sere laid crosswise, at proper distances, parallel to each 
wher. On these logs were placed pieces of pealed bark, 
‘nathwise, und over these were placed his skins and 
blankets. His pillow consisted of a small bandle of 
eovhes and bis tobseeo-pouch, The furniture of this 
rude dwelling was a brass kettle, some bark kettles, a 
wooden tray, and bark spoon. He had also a gun, toms 
hawk, and butcher-knife. Several horses, which got their 
living in the woods, belonged to him. 
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Thus lived this venerable old man. Te passed, during 
his threeseore years and ten, through many vicissitudes 
of fortune. When but a boy he was in Braddock’s de- 
feat, and took a part in the scenes of war and carnage. 
IIe was also in the war with the southern Indians, where 
he was taken captive by the Cherokees, from whom he 
narrowly escaped with his life, and, after traveling more 
than three moons, finally succeeded in reaching his home. 
He was in all the battles fought by the nation with the 
whites, and was frequently wounded. He related to me 
several thrilling accounts of hair-breadth escapes. From 
the testimony of others his daring and bravery were un- 
equaled in the annals of savage warfare. s 

But what gives to the character of this intrepid chief 
the greatest interest to the Christian is that he was the 
very first of his nation to embrace the religion of Christ. 
He was converted alone in the woods, and the history of 
that conversion I will leave him to tell in his own simple, 
native manner: “I felt so great a weight on my heart I 
thought it would crush me to death. T fell on my knees, 
and ericd out, ‘O Father, have pity on your child that 
you have kept till his legs and arms are stiff with pains, 
and his whole body is worn out. This load will throw 
me down, and I shall never rise again. The trees to me 
will never again blossom; the corn will never again rustle 
in my cars, and I shall no more behold the harvest. O, 
take this load from my heart, so that I can walk forth 
avain, and sce the beauty of the Great Spirit in the stars 
that, like wateh-fires, hold their places on the borders of 
the hunting-grounds beyond the great river? While I 
wis talking to the Great Spirit, my load was gone, and 
I felt young again. My heart was emptied of its loaa, 
and | felt light and happy, and could run like a deer in 
the chase.’ This son of the forest was a devoted servant 
ef God. In the winter of 1824 he was called to leave his 

38 
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earthly tabernacle, and from his rude hut, on the banks 
of the Sandusky river, his freed spirit went up to that 
bright world where the saints of all ages and nations 


shall meet and live forever 


THE MYSTRALOUS INDIAN CHIEFTAIN AND HIS BRIDE. 


Oa a certain day there came to the mission staligian ac- 

companied by his bride, a chief from some unknown tribe, 
His 2ppearance and manners were such as to create quite 
a stir among the Indians of the village. The question in 
every mouth was, “Have you seen the strangers?” and 
many were the conjectures about their nativity, and the 
place of their residence. They were affable and commu- 
nicxtive, at least as much so as any civilized Indians, but 
to all the queries put to them by chicfs and others in 
regard to these points, they observed an unyielding 
silence. They were evidently in cultivation and refine- 
ment far above the ordinary standard of Indian charac- 
ter in general, 

They were invited not only to all the hospitalities of 
the villaxe, but to the festivities where young chiefs and 
dark-eved maidens vied with cach other in imitating thal 
dress und manners. 

The arrival of a Kossuth and a Jenny Lind among the 
Whites in one of our cities did not produce a greater sur 
amone the inhabitants In proportion to their numbers, than 
did the appearance of these mysterious stranvers In our 

qiuetand peaceful Indian village. To all the entreaties 
which were made to get them to partake of the festive 
en, they offered a respectful but firm declinature. In- 
decd, in this respect, they presented an anomaly in the 
Indian character rarely to be found, especially where they 
are assoriated with the whites. This, so far from lessen- 
ing, only increased the interest which they had ereated in 
the minds of all. They were looked up to as superior 
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beings, and such, in fact, they were in more respects than 

The chief was a perfect model of manly beauty, and 
decidedly the handsomest man I ever saw of any race or 
nation, His torm was erect, tall, and slender, but well- 
proporuoned. So graceful was his walk and so dignified 
his mien, that the Indians called him “the proud chief.” 
His features, though of the Indian cast, were remarkably 
regular and expressive. His eyes were not large, but 
dark and penetrating, and when a smile would play over 
his countenance he was perfectly fascinating. 

He was dressed in Indian costume, and the style of i 
indicated taste. The Indians usually dress fantastically, 
and hang about their person a prufusion of ornaments. 
Not to have some of them would be to renounce the In- 
dian style, and be, so to speak, entirely out of the fashion. 
The dress of the stranger chief would, therefore, from 
the necessity of the case, not be devoid of ornament. 
lis outer garments were made of the finest broadcloth. 
His cloak, or mantle, was ornamented with thirty silver 
crescents, half of which hung on his breast, and the 
remainder ornamented the back part of his dress. is 
head-band, which was richly and curiously wrought, was 
hung all round with beautiful silver pendants or drops. 
lis belt was of the richest wampum, interwoven with 
bends and porcupine quills. His leggins were decorated 
with horse-hair dyed red, most beautifwly fringed, and 
filled with silver pendants. His rifle-barrel and stock 
were inlaid with silver, wrought into many eurious de- 
vices. The blade, handle, and pipe of his tomahawk 
were also inlaid with silver. The very trappings of 
their horses, which were high-spirited, noble animals, 
were also in keeping with their costume. In fact. all 
their equipave, suddles, bridles, butfalo robes, and blank 
ets were highly and elaborately ornamented, 
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Notwithstending all this exterior ornament, oa close 
observer could discover in the thoughtful countenance 
of the chief that his mind was not engrossed by his dress 
sud ornaments. Tle was evitently above them as he was 
above his red brethren in cultivation and refinement; cand 
eould all the faets be known in regard to his mysterious 
history, it would, doubtless, be seen that he was cunder 
the influence of a purer spirit than that which pervaded 
the nation in general. His total abstinence from the ine- — 
briating eup, and his unwillingness to engage in the wild 
and boisterous sports and festivities of the Indians, to- 
gether with his studied silence in regard to every thing 
Delongins to his kindred and lJoeality—all these, while 
they exeited a world of curiosity and conjecture, also 
would Jead one to the eonelusion that he had become 2 
Christian. This, however, is reserved for that great day 
when all mysteries shall be revealed, when what is now 
unknown and deeply buried in the humen heart beyond 
the penetrating ken of mortals, or what the waters of 
OWivion have washed away from the reeords of the world 
and the meniory of man, shall be revealed and restored. 

The youny and beautiful bride of “the proud” chief 
tain was perhaps, if possible, still more an object of at-— 
traction and wander, She was courted and caressed by 
the village maidens, and many a young chief eulled wild- 
flowers from the banks of the Sandusky, with which he 
mule garlands to decorate her hair. As her chief was a 
inode! of manly beanty, so was she no Tess a specnaiee 
of beauty to the fairer sex; aia 

Her skin was not dark he the Indian; but she was, 
perhaps, what might he walled a brunette. Nos this doos 
not deserihe her color, if, indecd, it ean be deseribed, Tt 
was Clear and transparent, though tinged with hrown, 
Her hair was dark amd glossy as the raven, and, wheb 
not inessed in ber silver band, fell in rich and anasiy 
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Poy beer her be: antifully-rounled shoulders. Her 
eyes were soft and blue, with dark arches and lids, which 
gave her great beauty of expression. Ter teeth were 
white and recular, and there was a bewitching sweetness 
about her looks thot caused all the maidens to love her. 
ffer person was tall, a little above medium hight, and 
perfecily symmetrical, She wore a dress richly embroid- 
ered and decorated with jewels, which yave her a ma- 
nifieent appenrance. Her morning dress, or dishbille, 
consisted of a robe of red silk, profusely ornamenicd with 
silver, and inclosed at the neck with a Jarge silver clasp, 
while the waist was encircled with a zone of the same 
material. ew ladies in the most refined circles of soci- 
ety, in our larve cities, could be found who dressed more 
richly, or, perhaps, with better taste, than did the chief- 
tain’s bride. In her person she was a model of neatness, 
and there was an air of freshness and buoyancy about her 
that Indies pent up within the walls, and dust, and smoke 
of the city could scarcely hope to acquire. 

This mysterious couple did not pitch their tent with the 
other Indians, but selected a spot a short distanee from 
the village. Their tent was composed of the finest mate- 
rials, and furnished in a style perfectly in keeping with 
every thing else that belonged to them, None knew 
where they came from or to what nation they belonved, 
though it was generally believed that the uibe to which 
they belonged had become extinet. and that they were 
the “hast of a nation which had been numbered with the 
forgotten dead. Rumor, also, with her attentive exr and 
ready tongue, said that the proud chicftain’s wile was a 
daughter of General Butler, that she had been reared in 
aillaenec, and enjoved all the advantages of a polite edu- 
ention and the refinements of a fashionable life: but that, 
like a eaged bird, when opportunity presented itself, she 
flew to her beloved wildwood, and, uniting herself with 


— ; 
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her early love, they songht together a home am ng a : 
peaceful and semi-Christian Wyandotts. : a 

In matters connected with the interests of oe 1 eg ion | 
they both took a lively interest, though they never united 
with the Church. There may hare been reasons for this 
course, Which to a highly-cultivated Indian, who, never- _ 
theiess, retained his Indian prejudices, were qpite satisfac~ 
tory. Certain it is that they were governed in all. 
deportment and intercourse with the villagers by the ; 
strictest integrity and kindness. ercra 

The same mystery which huny so impenetrable a vail 
over their history, as deeply and darkly shrouded their 
fate. Whither they went, none knew—-what became of 
them, none could tell. Many were the Indian surmises 
regarding them, Some of the more superstitious thought 
they were spirits sent back from the great spirit-land, and 
that their dress and equipage, their horses and dogs were 
such as the Great Spirit would bestow upon the Bond 
Indian when he died. 

Another conjecture, however. was, perhaps, the more 
plausible. DT have betore remarked that they did not asso- 
elate but little with their Indian neighbors, and many 


were heard to say of the ehief, + Tle too proud to be with 


Tadian.’ The eonjecture to which J allude was, thar a 
porty of them, tilled with envy, as were the brethren of 
Joseph in olden tune, conceived the horrid idea of puting 
them to death. If this supposition be correct, so skill- 
ially did they plan and carry into execution the deed of 
darkness, that ne one knows to this day the place of their 
araves. The Indians were as eareful to conceal che 
graves of those they hated in life as they were solicitows 
of their death. There is among them a tradition that 
tmessenger-birds can be sent with the blessings of friends | 
to the spirit-land. Their mode was tw take uiledaed 
birds and cage them tll they were able to fly; and then, 
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taking them to the grave, after kissing, caressing, and 
loading them with blessings, they set them at liberty, that 
they might fly away with their messages to the spirit- 
land. Knowing that the young chief and his blue-eyed, 
beautiful companion were beloved by many of the nation, 
and that their graves would be dear to them, they, per- 
haps, resolved that some deep glen or water-filled cavern 
in the dark river should forever seclude them from human 
vision. 


” 4a yy 1 
NOTE. 

L HAV’ many rersiniscences concerning the Indians which have never 
yet been published, and which can not be inserted in this volume. At 
vome future day, shonld Providence spare my life, L may be able to give 
them to the public. Till then I bid my readers an affectionate adieu. 
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